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YOUR VIEWS
U.S. prescription drug 
companies act like cartels

You don’t have to took so far as Mexico to 
nd a huge drug carte  t is right here in our 

o n ack yard  
n 2012, the to  11 g o a  drug co anies 

ade a out 5 i ion in net ro ts  er 
is u  at the to  of this ist  ts EO, an ead, 
had a ay ackage in 201  that tota ed 2  

i ion
Whi e Mr  ead s i s in uxury, thousands 

of cancer atients are dying ecause they 
can’t afford their edications  t is co on 
for cancer atients to e forced to ay ore 
than 100,000 a year to stay a ive  here is 
another exa e in the ne s no  of a an in 
stage  cancer ho is faced ith either se ing 
his ho e or dying  a  hi e Mr  ead and 
other drug EOs can’t drea  u  enough ays 
to s end their oney

n 2012, 11 of the 12 ne  drugs a roved 
y the ood  rug Ad inistration ere 
riced at over 100,000 er atient er year  
ake a ook at exiu  n ain a rescri tion 

is a out 1  n rance it is 0  n the good 
o d A   1  

o  a out another co on drug here  
i itor  n e  ea and, a rescri tion is 

 n ain, 1  n the A, a out 100  
he o vious oint is, it can e done if drug 

co anies anted to ad enough  hey ou d 
rather raise stock va ues and dividends than 
save eo e’s ives

rug co anies s end one third of a  sa es 
revenue on arketing  hat is a out t ice as 

uch as research and deve o ent  oesn’t 
it ake a erson onder if a cure for cancer 
cou d have een found any years ago  After 
a , itera y i ions and i ions have een 
invested in the search for a cure to cancer

Actua y nding a cure, of course, 
ou d sto  need for the i ions s ent on 

research and grants  he sad truth is that 
drug co anies and research institutes ake 
a ot of oney not nding a cure  And this 
corru tion continues as so any eo e are 
faced with these heart-breaking decisions of 
bankru ting their fa i ies or ust dying  

o then, what rea y is the difference 
between E  ha o and an ead  Mr  ead 
wears a suit and tie

David Burns
Pendleton

We anage to rationa i e or g oss 
over the individua  traf c fata ities 
that occur with a ar ing fre uency 
in Eastern Oregon, es ecia y the 
dangerous and dead y abbage i  
rising to our east

ut we shou d no onger  And 
oca  co unities ust ake a 

renewed effort to be 
safe on our region’s 
roads

An East 
Oregonian artic e 
ast weekend 

s ot ighted one 
iece of the u e, 

noting what a bruta  
year it has been for 
area otorcyc ists  

here have been 
2 eo e ki ed in 
otorcyc e crashes 

a ready this year in 
Oregon, co ared 
to 2  during the 
sa e eriod in 201  

our oca  en 
were serious y in ured in otorcyc e 
crashes, three of who  died  n the 
ast week, there were three ore 

serious otorcyc e crashes on 
county roadways

he i d winter co bined with a 
hot, dry su er eans there were 

any nice days for hitting the road  
And it’s certain that cyc ists of both 
the otori ed and non- otori ed 
varieties are s ending ore ti e on 
their achines this year, which eads 
to ore accidents  ut there are 
under ying issues at ay

Driving is as dangerous as it has 
ever been, according to AAA, even 
as engineering akes our vehic es 
safer and safer each year  aired 
driving, aggressive driving and 

road rage are sti  rob e s  ut it’s 
in-car distractions that continue to 

u ti y at an astounding rate, and 
our erfor ance behind the whee  
suffers for it

eo e are so g ued to their hone 
for conversation and entertain ent 
that we forget to concentrate on 

the as ha t in front 
of us  Our  
navigation turns 
our brains into a 
assive fo ower of 

dictation instead of 
an active thinker 
and artici ant  
Our chi dren 
watch ovies and 
te evision shows in 
the back seat and 
we fo ow a ong, 
or surf through our 
stash of down oaded 
odcasts or sate ite 

radio stations   
We can te  you 
things you’ve heard 

a i ion ti es before  Wear a 
seatbe t  Wear a he et  Don’t s eed  
Drive defensive y  ook both ways, 
twice  ut that advice has a ready 
beco e a habit or it hasn’t

We do ho e, however, to re ind 
readers that driving is an inherent y 
dangerous act  And that it re uires 
our ut ost concentration and 
res ect  ives de end on it, both our 
own and those with who  we are 
sharing the road

We’re robab y a generation away 
fro  se f-driving cars and fu y 

echani ed roadways  nti  then, 
it’s de endent on us to be focused 
and rudent  Es ecia y as the s eed 
i its ready to rise on any Eastern 

Oregon highways

Time to refocus 
on the road

When A erica is growing and 
ha y, the country is sort 
of ike a s rinter’s track  As 

obert  Wiebe ut it in his c assic 
book he eg ented ociety,  when 
things were going we  the diverse 
country co rised count ess iso ated 
anes where A ericans, sing y or in 

grou s, dashed ike rows of racers 
toward their goa s  

n ti es of scarcity and a ienation, 
it’s ore ike bu er cars  Different 
grou s fee  their anes are b ocked, 
so they start crashing into one another  he 
cu tura  e ites start feuding with the nancia  
e ites  he ower idd e c ass starts feuding 
with the oor  

A few decades ago the socio ogist onathan 
ieder studied what was then the white 

working-c ass neighborhood 
of anarsie, rook yn  

eo e there were hosti e 
both to their oorer b ack 
neighbors, who they fe t 
threatened their co unity, 
and to the Manhattan e ites, 
who they fe t so d the  out 
fro  above  

We are now iving in a 
ti e of econo ic anxiety 
and o itica  a ienation  
ust three in 10 A ericans 

be ieve that their views are 
re resented in Washington, 
according to a O  
o  on dence in ub ic 

institutions ike schoo s, 
banks and churches is near 
historic ows, according to 

a u  On y 2  ercent 
of A ericans think the 
nation is on the right track, 
according to as ussen  

his c i ate akes it 
hard for the estab ish ent candidates who 
nor a y do inate our o itics  eb ush is 
swi ing u strea  i ary inton ay 
win through sheer deter ination, but she’s 
not a natura  t for this o ent  A career 
estab ish ent gure ike oe iden doesn’t 
stand a chance  e’s a wonderfu  an and a 
great ub ic servant, but he shou d not run for 
resident this year, for the sake of his ong-

ter  re utation  
On the other hand, bu er-car o iticians 

thrive  ernie anders is swi ing with the 
tide  e’s a conviction o itician co fortab e 
with c ass con ict  Many eo e on the 
eft have a genera i ed, vague hunger for 

funda enta  syste ic change or at east the 
at os herics of radica  change  

he ti es are erfect for Dona d ru  
e’s an outsider, which a ea s to the 

a ienated  e’s confrontationa , which a ea s 
to the frustrated  And, in a uni ue 21st-century 
wrink e, he’s a narcissist who thinks he can 
so ve every rob e , which a ea s to eo e 
who in cha enging ti es don’t fee  con dent 
in their understanding of their surroundings 
and who crave eaders who see  to be  

ru ’s o u is  is retty standard  e 
a ea s to eo e who, as Wa ter i ann 
once ut it, fee  rather ike a deaf s ectator 

in the back row   e knows he is 
so ehow affected by what is going on  

 ut  these ub ic affairs are in no 
convincing way his affairs  hey are 
for the ost art invisib e  hey are 

anaged, if they are anaged at a , at 
distant centers, fro  behind the scenes 
by unna ed owers   n the co d 
ight of ex erience, he knows that his 

sovereignty is a ction  e reigns in 
theory, but in fact he does not govern  

When ru  is striking o u ist 
chords, he a ea s to eo e who 

ex erience this invisibi ity  e a ea s to 
e bers of the a ienated idd e c ass ike 

those fo ks in anarsie  who be ieve that 
neither the rich nor the oor have to ay by 
the sa e ru es they do  e a ea s to eo e 
who are resentfu  of i igrants who get 

what they, a eged y, don’t 
deserve  

ut ru ’s su ort base
is weird  t skews s ight y 

ore secu ar and ess 
educated than the average 

e ub ican, but he doesn’t 
draw fro  any distinctive 
b ocs  n ike ast o u is s
he’s not es ecia y rura  or 
urban, ethnic based or c ass 
based  e draws eo e as 
individua s, not grou s  

n ike ast o u is s, 
his ain argu ent is not 
that the e ites are corru t 
or out of touch  t is that 
they are orons  is 
announce ent s eech 
was fascinating and 
co e ing  ow stu id 
are our eaders  he asked 
rhetorica y  Our resident 
doesn’t have a c ue,  he 
continued  We have eo e 

that are stu id,  he observed of the eadershi  
c ass  

n other words, it’s not that our rob e s 
are unso vab e or even hard  t’s not that we’re 
otentia y a nation in dec ine  he rob e  is 

that we don’t have a eadershi  c ass as s art, 
co etent, tough and successfu  as Dona d 

ru  
Measured in standard o itica  ter s he is 

not ideo ogica y consistent  As eter Wehner 
ointed out, he’s taken so any ibera  
ositions he akes usan o ins ook ike 
arry o dwater  ut ego is his ideo ogy, 

and in this he is abso ute y consistent  n the 
ru  ind the wor d is not divided into 

right and eft  nstead there are winners and 
osers  ociety is ed by osers, who scorn and 

disres ect the eo e who are actua y the 
winners  

ever before have we ex erienced a 
o ent with so uch ub ic a ienation and 

so uch rivate, assertive and fragi e se f-
estee  ru  is the erfect con uence of 
these trends  e won’t be resident, but he’s 
not an aberration  e is dee y rooted in the 
currents of our ti e

David Brooks became a New York Times 
Op-Ed columnist in September 2003. 

ru ’s a ure  ego as ideo ogy

David 
Brooks
Comment

It’s not that 
we’re potentially 

a nation in 
decline. The 

problem is that 
we don’t have 
a leadership 

class as smart, 
competent, 
tough and 

successful as 
Donald Trump.

As speeds 
are set to 

increase on 
Eastern Oregon 

highways, 
it’s good to 
remember 

driving is an 
inherently 

dangerous act.

OTHER VIEWS

The (Corvallis) Gazette-Times

he sobering thing about ov  ate 
Brown’s order to state agencies 
ast week to ste  u  efforts to 

conserve water wasn’t so uch the 
essage itse f  as drought strengthens 

its gri  on Oregon, such a essage fro  
the governor was, if anything, overdue

o, the sobering thing about Brown’s 
order on uesday was the sense that this 
is another sign of what 
the future ay we  ook 
ike for a  of Oregon

n her executive 
order, Brown noted 
that the goa  of the 
state efforts is to reduce 
water consu tion 
by 15 ercent or ore 
on average across a  
state-owned faci ities by 
the end of 2020  he a so 
asked her state agencies 
to re ort their rogress 
back to her by ov  1 of 
this year and annua y 
thereafter

“Water is the 
foundation for our 
econo ies, co unities, ecosyste s 
and ua ity of ife,  Brown said in 
her order  “ tate govern ent’s efforts 
to address c i ate change ust 
inc ude reduced consu tion and 
other conservation easures as water 
shortages beco e the new nor a

hat hrase  “the new nor a  
 caught us u  short, but it’s worth 

thinking about in so e detai
“ he new nor a  in outhern 

Oregon is drought, as that region co es 
with its fourth straight year of drought  
t’s the sa e story in Eastern Oregon  
his new nor a  has been in ace in 
a ifornia for years

iving in the re ative y ush 
Wi a ette a ey has shie ded us fro  
having to think too hard about the 
drought that has affected our neighbors 

to the south and east
But it ooks as if the shie ds ight be 

co ing down, even in this neck of the 
woods, where we’ve ong been ab e to 

nd ade uate water for a  our needs
When the snow ack in the ascades 

that feeds water to our cro s and kee s 
water in our strea s runs e ty, when 
our forests dry into so uch tinder so 

uch ear ier than usua , when every re 
season see s to be hotter and bigger 

than the one before  
these a  are signa s that 
a “new nor a  ay be 
sett ing in, even here

Brown’s order a so 
directed state agencies to 
u date the state’s overa  

anning for drought, 
inc uding otentia  
new too s to he  
co unities dea  with 
the i acts of water 
shortages  And, indeed, 
this is an area in which 
the state cou d he  
co unities with new 
a roaches

t’s a so an area in 
which Brown  who is 

wide y ex ected to run for governor in 
201   cou d reach out to rura  Oregon, 
where voters sti  are taking the easure 
of the new governor

But it wou d be a istake to view 
this issue so e y through a o itica  
ris , a though water is at the core of so 
any o itica  issues in the West  Water, 

of course, runs dee er than that  As 
Brown herse f noted in her order, it’s the 
foundation for our ua ity of ife  We’ve 
been fortunate here to be ab e to count 
on a ready su y of water

ow, it ooks as if the foundation 
is shifting underneath us  uch a 
funda enta  shift re uires ore than 
ust ho ing that the drought na y 

wi  break next year  t re uires serious 
thought  and, ore than ike y, so e 
serious change

overnor’s conservation order 
a sign of what’s to co e 

“Water is the 
foundation for 

our economies, 
communities, 

ecosystems 
and quality of 

life.”
— Kate Brown, 

Governor of Oregon


