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DISCONNECTED:
Teachers use tech to
keep pupils up to date
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are tasked with policing
the line between necessary
communication and inappro-
priate behavior.

Based off recommended
language from the Oregon
School Board Association,
the Pendleton and Hermiston
school districts’ social media
policy for staff is virtually the
same.

Both school districts ban
any sort of electronic commu-
nication during school hours,
which is punishable up to
dismissal.

But while texting or
communicating through
social media between students
and teachers after-hours is
highly discouraged, neither
district prohibits it completely.
Certainly, exchanges of sexual
images is prohibited at all
times by state and federal law.

Wade Smith, the deputy
superintendent of the Herm-
iston School District, said the
school district’s legal counsel
said completely  banning
social media contact between
students and teachers would
run afoul of teachers’ rights as
private citizens.

“We cannot say ‘Thou
shall not text students outside
work hours,”” he said.

In some cases, using
electronic ~ communication
is unavoidable, like when
coaches need to update
students on practice times. In
those instances, Smith said the
district encourages coaches
to text or email students in
groups as much as possible
and avoid non-school topics.

Pendleton School District
Assistant Superintendent
Tricia Mooney said principals
and other building supervisors
are included in many commu-
nications between educators
and students as a way to ward
off inappropriate situations.

Both Smith and Mooney
said their districts’ policies
on social media often require
revisiting, especially consid-
ering the ever-shifting forms
of communication technology
and the comfort both staff and
students have in using them.

“This is obviously a gener-
ational challenge,” Smith said.

Much of that challenge
rests with teachers, who must
balance the need to integrate
technology into their lesson
plans while safeguarding
against inappropriate behavior.
Heidi Paullus, an instructional
strategies specialist for the
InterMountain Education
Service District, has not only
navigated this gray area for
her job, she’s made into a
career.

Before joining the IMESD
in 2011, Paullus spent the
previous 13 years as a teacher
at Sunset Elementary School

in Hermiston and Sunridge
Middle School in Pendleton.

Already fascinated by how
technology could make tasks
like grading essays easier,
Paullus got a master’s degree
in educational technology.

Paullus translated that
degree into her current job
with the IMESD, which has
her help teachers from local
districts integrate technology
into their classrooms.

Although she isn’t in favor
of a completely computerized
classroom, Paullus said digital
devices and software is an
important tool for educators.

Paullus said some teachers
are wary of incorporating
technology into their curric-
ulum because their students
are more adept at using it, or
the potential ethical quanda-
ries digital communication
can present.

Despite some educators’
precautions, other teachers
have come to embrace using
technology in their classroom.

Christina  Van Nice, a
language arts teacher at
Sunridge Middle School, uses
Google Chromebooks on a
daily basis in her classroom.

Installed in the Chrome-
books is a suite of apps called
Google Classroom, which
Van Nice uses for assignments
and in-class communication.

Van Nice said the digital
assignments require Internet
research and more critical
thinking. If a student abuses
the chat function, Van Nice
can mute them, although she’s
rarely had to use that function.
For after-school communi-
cation, Van Nice uses an app
called Remind, which uses
an automated phone number
to text students reminders of
assignments or tests.

Van Nice said the app is
ideal because it can only be
sent one way and automati-
cally logs every message sent.

Paullus said Remind not
only creates a level of privacy
between student and teacher,
it offers a more efficient
method of communicating
with students and parents
instead of the traditional
written note, which often
tends to be lost or forgotten
between school and home.

Although it’s not in her
official description, Van Nice
said making sure her students
are responsible digital citizens
is a part of her job.

With  many  children
growing up with technology
as entertainment devices,
lessons are as much about
using the Internet properly as
it is about math and English.

Along with academics,
Paullus said digital lessons
also tackle modern issues
like cyber bullying and how
students present themselves
online.

SHOOTING: Accounts conﬂict
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reported, but added there are
conflicting accounts of the
vehicle involved.
Milton-Freewater  police
arrested Diaz on April 1 for
two counts of felony attempt
to elude police, two misde-
meanor counts of attempt to
elude, reckless driving and
unauthorized use of motor
vehicle. Umatilla County
Circuit Court records show
Diaz was serving 18 months
probation after pleading guilty
on April 17 to one count of
misdemeanor attempting to
elude. Records also show he
violated that probation in July

and was facing an arraignment
for that next week.

Diaz’s Facebook pages
showed he cared about the
issue of immigration from
Mexico, was an avid angler
and enjoyed time with friends
and relatives.

Boedigheimer stated the
investigation is ongoing and
when “pertinent hard facts
become known” he would
release more information.

This is the second deadly
shooting this year in Umatilla
County. Alonso Madrigal,
23, died March 4 in the
parking lot of the 11th Street
Market, Hermiston. That
case remains unsolved.

in Dermatology
welcomes

The Center for Excellence

Heidi Tate, PA-C

to our satellite clinic
in Pendleton, Or.

She is located in the Family Medicine building,
behind the Interpath building at
2450 SW Perkins Ave, Pendleton, OR.
Services related to the diagnosis and treatment of
skin cancers, moles and sun damage. General services

including the evaluation and treatment of acne,
psoriasis, warts and eczema will also be available.
Stop by the new office and meet the medical staff
dedicated to taking care of all of your skin needs.

CENTER FOR EXCELLENCE IN
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Appointments
are available
Mon-Thurs 8am-5pm
Call toll free:
1-855-525-46717
Pendleton Office:
541-276-6936
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Stop in the following businesses and enjoy the
hospitality! Pick up a passport and get it marked at four
or more businesses, then turn it in to enter a drawing!
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DISCOVER

THE HERMISTON
DOWNTOWN DISTRICT

JOIN US THURSDAY AUGUST 6
4:30-7:00PM

Check out Downtown and join in the fun!
 Refreshments, Passport Bonus, Discounts
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 Alexander Daniel Jewelry Works * Bloomz
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Discover your
local print shop and
enjoy color copies for

@@ per side*

ﬂm
* Printing

541.567.8073
53 W Beebe Ave, Hermiston

“Seme restrictons apply. Good on Discover Downlown Hermiston
days orly. See store for complets detais.

M o Home Decoy

» Candles
541-567-3733
158 E. Main St., Hermiston
Like us on Facebook!
facebook.com/ inad|gehorﬁéa'c_c&' S

ALEXANDER DANIEL
JEWELRY WORKS

Family Owned Independent Jeweler

~ Laser Welder ~ Eyeglass Frame Repair
~ Custom Designs & Restyling
~ Original & Custom Design
~ Free Cleaning & Inspections
~ All Repairs Done in House ~

|

245 E. Main St., Ste C, Hermiston * Phone: 541-289-5001
Hours: Tues-Fri 9:30am-5: 30pm ¢ Se Habla Espafiol ¢ adjewelryworks. com‘i
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20% off Jewelry!
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239 E. Main Street * Hermiston

541-289-1112
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Discover Your
Downtown!

Gifts « Cosmetics
Perfumes ¢ Cards
0Old Fashion Soda Fountain

Gift wrapping always a courtesy

* 4 HERMISTON DRUG & GIFT
“Where Old Friends Meet.” &i

114 E. Main St. « Hermiston ¢ 541-567-3072
B Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm ¢ Sat 8am-3pm ¢ Closed Sun

FLw

Kay C's Art & Collectibles

167 E. Main St., Hermiston - 541-289-1800

Estate liquidation service with the
'hest cash payout'. We will either buy out
your estate or conduct a sale ior you.
We guarantee you the HIGHEST $$ return
over any other liquidator.
"We guarantee iL.”"

Paying highest cash amount for gold jewelry,
silver dollars, coins and silverware We pay CA$H!
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* Andee’s Boutique * Defining Details « Goss Jewelers
 Hale’s Restaurant - Hermiston Drug ¢ Indulge * Rescrub
 Lucky Endz Gifts * Mailing Made Easy
* Nookie’s Restaurant & Hermiston Brewing Co.

* The Pheasant Cafe & Lounge
* C&R Mercantile Co. * Country Gourmet & BBQ
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THANK YOU TO THE
SUPPORTING MERCHANTS!
American Printing, Banner

Bank, Home Town Mortgage
‘ Group, Kay C’s Art &
Own Collectibles, Premier Physical
Therapy, East Oregonian,
Hermiston Herald

.

In support of our downtown
Hermiston Merchants!
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A MORTGAGE GROUP

TOWN

Melisa Webb s #311680
Kim Arbogast s #230847
' Samantha Webb
loan officer NMLS #1210610
505 E. Main St., Suite A
Hermiston, OR
541-564-5900

NMLS #471758-1850 @
hermistonhomeloans.com &=

N p 4 -

—%;J@Wj@llfj‘yj—*w,ml@' !

MAILING MADE EASY...

@ MaAIL OFFICE PLUS
Your Downfown Mailbox & Business Center I

*2.00 OFF any *5.00 min. FAX |

541-567-6351, Fax: 541-567-7672

242 E. Main Street, Hermiston
(Back Entrance on Hurlburt Avenue)

H Hermiston Id
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Supportin
OUR LOCAL ()z/u/’ &QCOlé[]
BUSINESSES Businesses

211 S.E. Byers, Pendleton
541-966-0800
541-567-6211

www.eastoregonian.com

541-564-4530
800-522-0255
333 E. Main St., Hermiston, OR
WwWw. hermlstonherd|d com

243-A East Main Street, Hermiston
(541) 567-5618

Goss Familly
JEWELERS

Your Local Jeweler

20% offf
All)J ewelry &
Jewelry Repalr

Phone:541-786-8413
215 E. Main St., Ste A
Hermiston, OR 97838

Hours: {
Monday-Friday 9:30 am.-530 pm. i

Saturday 10:00 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.
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