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Business Oregon director resigns

Capital Bureau known as Business Oregon, whose budget subcommittee In an interview published thOllght to write don’t anticipate pursuing
in June 2014. handled the Business in 2014 in the Portland | Strange letters federal charges.
SALEM — The director “I’m grateful to Sean for Development Department Tribune, — Robbins  said PORTLAND (AP) Investigators will forward
of Business Oregon, the state  his leadership and contribu- spending plan, said she Oregon cannotcompete with | Oregon State Police their report to district

agency that promotes new
and expanded business in the
state, is leaving after little
more than a year in office.

Gov. Kate Brown
announced Sean Robbins’
resignation Wednesday. it
will take effect in the fall.

Her announcement said
that Robbins, his wife and
two young sons will return to
Wisconsin, where Robbins
worked for nearly a decade
before he became chief
executive of Greater Port-
land Inc., a public-private
partnership, in 2011.

He was named by
then-Gov. John Kitzhaber

tion to Business Oregon over
the last year,” Brown said in
her statement. “He crafted
a thoughtful vision into an
effective strategic action
plan for the agency, laying a
solid foundation for the next
director.”

His is the second resig-
nation of an agency director
within the past week. Erinn
Kelley-Siel will leave as
director of the Department of
Human Services, which has
the largest workforce in state
government, upon Brown’s
appointment of a successor.

Both mentioned family
reasons as paramount in their

accepts Robbins’ explana-
tion that his resignation was
prompted by family reasons.

“When he called and left
me the message, I was so
distraught that I called him
back and asked if there was
a backstory — and he said
no,” said Johnson, a Demo-
crat from Scappoose, who
said she was disappointed by
the news.

Brown has replaced two
other agency directors — one
on an interim basis — since
Kitzhaber resigned and she
became governor on Feb. 18.

Robbins said his
approach was to focus on

to lead the Business Devel-  resignations. growing businesses already
opment Department, also Sen. Betsy Johnson, in Oregon.
Corrections

The Old West Federal Credit Union, Hermiston, is taking donations for the children of
Jason Anteau, the volunteer firefighter who died Friday in a motorcycle crash. The East
Oregonian works hard to be accurate. If you notice a mistake, please call 966-0818.
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other states that offer cheap
land and public subsidies.

“If it’s most important for
your business to be in the
cheapest state you shouldn’t
be in Oregon,” he said. “But
if you’re looking for talent,
innovation, a place that
talent wants to be, this is a
place to invest.”

Yet Robbins said Oregon
is very competitive on the
West Coast.

“We have some value to
add to people in California
and Washington who simply
can’t afford to live there any
more,” he said.

Robbins succeeded Tim
McCabe.

Family Day

Culture Day

The Jim Pepper
Project workshop, | lam

| The Jim Pepper
B Project show, 6pm

Wow, |-4pm

price of admission.

Free Gift to first 50
people in the door

Living Culture Village
open every Saturday

Free Anniversary Cake

5th Annual Kidz Pow

Every Friday in
August is FREE Friday!

*All activities are included in the

questioned and released

a man believed to be
responsible for suspicious
letters sent to sheriff’s
offices this week.

Police said Wednesday
34-year-old Lance Storm
did not appear violent
or dangerous and is not
believed to be a threat.
Investigators say Storm was
forthcoming and eager to
discuss the letters. He told
police he did not mean to
cause alarm.

Sheriffs around the state
reported receiving envelopes
containing rambling,
incoherent messages
Monday.
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attorneys to decide whether
charges are warranted.

Walla Walla fire
73 percent contained

WALLA WALLA (AP)
— A wildfire in southeast
Washington that has burned
more than 9 square miles is
about 73 percent contained.

Fire officials the Blue
Creek Fire continues to
burn state-protected private
land about 10 miles east of
Walla Walla. The fire has
destroyed one home and
11 outbuildings and led to
about 11 minor or moderate
injuries.
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