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SUN AND MOON REGIONAL FORECAST
Sunrise today 5:35a.m. Coastal Oregon: Plenty of sun today; pleas-  Eastern Washington: Sunshine and hot to-
Sunset tonight 828 pm. ant in the south. Clear tonight. Plenty of sun  day. Clear tonight. Plenty of sun tomorrow;
Moonrise today 6:56 p.m, tomorrow. hot once again.
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today. A moonlit sky tonight. Plenty of
sunshine tomorrow.

in central parts; pleasant in the interior
mountains.

REGIONAL CITIES NATIONAL WEATHER TODAY
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WORLD CITIES storms are forecast to dot the Southwest.
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Forecasts and graphics provided by
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2015

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.
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Google may expand
data center 1n The Dalles

PORTLAND (AP)
Google is eying 23 acres of
land for a potential expansion
of its large data facility in The
Dalles.

A proposal submitted by
the company indicates that
Google is considering a new
facility at the Port of The
Dalles, about a mile from
its existing data centers, the
Oregonian  reported. That
location would be exempt
from most local property taxes
under an agreement with the
city and Wasco County, said
Dalles city manager Nolan
Young.

“Although there are a lot
of factors to work out before
making a final decision, we’re
excited about exploring the
possibility of  expanding
our operations,” said Darcy
Nothnagle, Google’s head of
external affairs for its western
region.

Google built its first data
center in the Columbia River

Gorge town in 2006 and
opened a $6 million expansion
in April.

Google’s  existing  tax
deal required the company
to pay $1.2 million in 2013
and $800,000 more annually,
starting next year. The new
plan would have an up-front
payment of $1.7 million and
at least $1 million annually.

It requires approval from
the city and the county and a
go-ahead from Google.

Google would pay an addi-
tional $250,000 to the port and
pay its employees an average
of more than 150 percent of
the county’s annual wage.

The value of Google’s tax
savings will depend on the
size of its investment.

The expansion proposal
comes at a time when
server farms are multiplying
around the country. Google
announced last month that it
is planning a data center on
the site of a former coal-fired

power plant in Alabama.

Oregon’s lack of sales
tax and lucrative property
tax breaks have made it an
attractive site for large data
centers. Companies can save
several million dollars each
year because they don’t have
to pay taxes on the hundreds
of millions of dollars’ worth of
computers that run the server
farms.

When a state Supreme
Court ruling threatened some
of those tax savings last year,
Oregon lawmakers voted to
reinstate them. The measure
had overwhelming bipartisan
support, passing 28-2 in the
Senate and 52-2 in the House.

Amazon has multiple
buildings in Morrow County,
and Apple and Facebook both
have large server farms in
Prineville.

Officials say Amazon
and Apple are considering
expanding their Oregon sites
as well.

Portlanders lax about paying
annual arts tax, audit finds

By ANDREW THEEN
The Oregonian

PORTLAND — Three years after the first
arts tax payments arrived in the mail, nearly
200,000 Portlanders either haven’t paid their
first bill or filed paperwork claiming they are
exempt from paying the $35 tax, according to
a city audit released Tuesday.

Administrative costs are also higher than
projected and expected to stay that way,
according to auditors, who looked at the $35
income tax approved by voters in 2012 to pay
for arts teachers and programs.

The tax applies to Portland residents who
are at least 18 and have at least $1,000 in
annual income. Federal and state benefits,
such as social security and Oregon’s public
pension system, don’t qualify as taxable
income.

The compliance rate was roughly 72
percent for the 2012 tax year, far below the
85 percent originally estimated. Compliance
was even lower for 2013, at 68 percent, and
2014, at 61 percent. But auditors said compli-
ance continues to increase for previous years
after more efforts at collection.

Revenue climbed to $10.5 million for the
2014 tax year, however, up from $7.2 million
for 2013 and $7.8 million for 2012. All three
years are still short of the original estimate of
$12 million a year.

Revenue from the tax pays for arts and
music teachers in Portland elementary
schools, and generates millions of dollars
for the Regional Arts & Culture Council to
make arts programs available in underserved
communities.

The city is still collecting the tax for the
first three years, and it’s ramping up collec-
tion efforts and late fees. Next year, the city
is expected to refer scofflaws to collection
services.

The original ballot measure said admin-
istration costs would run no more than 5
percent over five years. Auditors found
average administrative costs of 5.9 percent,
not including $600,000 in startup costs.

Now, auditors wrote, the City Council
must decide whether to increase the 5 percent
limit; provide money for the costs from the
city’s general fund; or cut administrative
expenses by doing less.

Drummond Kahn, director of the Audit
Services Division, said it’s unclear how much
the Revenue Bureau spends to collect the tax
because the bureau doesn’t track it. Bureau
Director Thomas Lannom wrote in his formal
response that closely tracking the costs would
have “limited practical use.”

But City Auditor Mary Hull Caballero
disagreed. “Voters deserve a better accounting
of how arts tax funds are spent and tax collec-
tion is managed,” she said in a statement.

Governor orders
Oregon agencies to
conserve water

SALEM (AP) — Oregon
Gov. Kate Brown is ordering
state agencies to cut back on
their water use.

Brown issued an
executive order Tuesday
setting a goal of reducing
water consumption by 15
percent on average for
state-owned property.

The order suggests that
agencies evaluate their
landscaping, fountains and
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window-washing. It says
agencies should consider

a moratorium on new
landscaping that uses water
and suggests placing signs
that remind employees to
reduce non-essential water
use. Brown’s executive
order also directs agencies to
update plans for managing
water shortages.

The governor has
declared drought
emergencies in 23 of
Oregon’s 36 counties
in response to severely
diminished rain and snowfall
this year.

Man accused of
killing friend

BEND (AP) — A man
is facing a murder charge
in the shooting death
of his friend at a Bend
duplex.

The Bend Bulletin reports
that 34-year-old Daniel
Norquist appeared in court
Monday.

Police responded to
the duplex Saturday and
found 30-year-old Andrew
Cordes dead in a unit he
had reportedly rented to
Norquist.

Corrections

Alex Anteau is the daughter of Jason Anteau, the Hermiston volunteer firefighter who
died Friday. The East Oregonian misreported her in a Tuesday story.

The East Oregonian works hard to be accurate and regrets any errors. If you notice a

mistake in the paper, please call 541-966-0818.

McKay Creek Estates

presents:

symptoms.

McKay Creek Estates
1601 Southgate Place

Join us as we host a lecture series to
increase safety awareness on fall prevention,
common home injuries and provide solutions
to keep you and your loved one safe!

Pendleton, Oregon 97801

“Always be Safe to Ensure an Active

The Truth Behind Senior Moments
TUESDAY, AUGUST 25, 3:30 PM

Learn what's normal and what is not when it comes to short-term memory loss.
Learn the early signs of Alzheimer’s and other related dementias. We will discuss
tips on brain health and keeping your memory sharp.

Staying Active to Prevent Falls
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22, 3:30 PM

Staying active reduces your risk of a fall and improves your overall health and
wellbeing. Learn what activities are best, how to improve your strength and
balance and simple exercises to implement at home today.

Don’t Let the Blues Get You Down
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27, 3:30 PM

Learn how to identify and manage depression. Life’s changes can have adverse
effects. Proper planning and coping skills can help ease these stressors. Making
simple lifestyle changes can boost your mood and help alleviate many of your

For more information or to RSVP, call us at (541) 276-1987 or visit us today!

Prestige Senior Living, L.L.C.
www.PrestigeCare.com
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