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HOTEL: Will increase property values in district
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taphouse, but Myers said he
is confident that other down-
town businesses will benefit
as well.

“Hermiston for years was
two cities,” he said. ““You had
the west end on one side of
the railroad tracks and the
east end on the other and
there has always been a big
gap, a big void, between
the two sides. Now we’re
finally bringing the two sides
together. 'm excited about
the potential.”

As for the money the
development will generate
for  Hermiston’s  Urban
Renewal District, Myers
said he would like to see it
go toward developing more
parking downtown.

Mary Corp, owner of
Kay C’s Art & Collectibles
on Main Street, said a hotel
in the center of town will
almost certainly increase
foot traffic.

For a retail store like
hers, she said, out of town
travelers tend to stop and
browse for unique items they
can’t find in their hometown.
So getting more of that kind
of traffic could be a big plus.

“It’s a nice investment
in the downtown core,” she
said.

As for city-funded efforts,
Corp said she would like
to see them focus on the
low-hanging  fruit  first,
implementing  “functional
art” like decorative benches,
trashcans and lighting to
make the area feel more
friendly to foot traffic.

“You want to help people
recognize this is not a
street that’s just for passing
through,” she said.

Some downtown business
owners aren’t waiting for the
city and other outside forces
to step up and help Main
Street. Simmons Insurance
recently held a community

A changing downtown
Holiday Inn Express Downtown gateway has awarded two so far,
A four-story Holiday A plan to redesign the with $746 to Rob Shaefer
Inn Express will be built intersection of Second of Horace Mann at 662
on the northwest corner Street and Highway 395 E. Main St. and $4,920 to

of Hermiston Avenue and
Highway 395. The hotel
is expected to open in
July 2016. It will have 93
rooms, including 18 suites.

Festival Street

The Urban Renewal
Agency budgeted $15,000
for 2015-2016 to start
design work on a “festival
street” stretching down
Second Street in front of
city hall. The project is
expected to cost about
$750,000. Early conceptual
drawings show decorative
wrought-iron gates, trees,
benches, brickwork and
a street on the same level
as the sidewalk. The area
would be designed as a
community gathering place
that could be closed off to
traffic during community
events.

day in which employees laid
down mulch, planted flowers
and picked up trash along
Main Street and Gladys
Avenue.

Hope Barton, who does
advertising and  finance
for the agency, said while
they were working several
downtown business owners
came out and asked if they
could pitch in and help next
time the agency did a service
project downtown.

“We hope next year to do
the same thing, but bigger
and better,” she said.

The city also has plans
to spruce up downtown,
using money generated by
the 2013 creation of the
Urban Renewal District. The
district freezes local jurisdic-
tions’ revenue for 20 years,
skimming extra revenue
generated by property value

near the Hermiston Confer-
ence Center for safety
reasons has prompted
the city’s Community
Enhancement Committee
to look for an opportunity
to turn the intersection into
a gateway funneling traffic
downtown, complete with
decorative arch, signs,
landscaping and a water
feature. The redesign,
complete with gateway,
will cost between $200,000
and $300,000.

Facade improvements

The Urban Renewal
Agency is taking
applications for facade
grants that offer matching
funds to business owners
and landlords making
improvements to the
physical appearance of
their buildings. The agency

increases and  funneling
it back into downtown
improvement projects.

At the district’s inception
the city estimated it would
make between $2.5 million
to $4 million over its 20-year
lifespan. Now it expects the
new Holiday Inn Express
will generate at least $75,000
a year on that property alone,
in addition to increasing
property values in the rest of
the district.

City planner Clint Spencer
said the extra revenue doesn’t
necessarily change the city’s
priorities, but it will probably
change the timeline for more
expensive investments.

“It will give us the ability
to move projects up,” he
said.

One of those projects he
said would likely happen
sooner is the festival street,

John Ballard for improve-
ments to his law office at
125 S.W. Third St.

Street lighting

Part of the Urban
Renewal Agency’s plan for
downtown includes looking
for ways to implement
decorative street lighting,
making the area more
welcoming during times
of the year when it gets
dark before the shops and
restaurants close.

Signage

The Urban Renewal
Agency and Community
Enhancement Committee
have both included new
signage in their wish list for
downtown. The decorative
signs would direct visitors
to the downtown area,
parking, cultural attractions
and parks.

which the urban renewal
agency budgeted $15,000
for planning purposes this
year. The street would stretch
across the block of Second
Street in front of city hall,
with brickwork, landscaping,
trees, and a sidewalk level
with the street. Decorative
gates would allow the area
to be closed to traffic and
turned into a community
gathering place.

“With more revenue, we
may choose to stretch that
farther,” Spencer said.

He said the city is pleased
with the prospect that a
new hotel in town will help
drive foot traffic to the area
and “keep those storefronts
active.”

Contact Jade McDowell
at  jmcdowell@eastorego-
nian.com or 541-564-4536.

ELEVATOR:
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Middleton said.

Right now, members are
facing a double-whammy
of difficulty. Three straight
years of hot, dry weather
are expected to cut into
most yields, while the price
of what is down 23 percent
— at $5.82 per bushel —
compared to a year ago.

Activity hummed  at
McNary Thursday afternoon
as truck after truck arrived
for delivery. The elevator can
easily handle up to 300 trucks
per day, Middleton said,
each carrying approximately
1,150 bushels.

Tiny kernels whoosh and

Price of wheat down 23 percent from last year

rattle their way down the pit
and up the conveyor system,
while superintendent Adam
Bergstrom mans the controls.
He is responsible for knowing
what type of grain comes in
on every truck, and which
container it needs to go to
avoid accidental mixing.

Middleton works with
exporters to sell a certain
package of wheat to Asian
millers. Once the deal is
signed, it’s up to Bergstrom
to make sure that specific
product makes it onto the
barge.

“What he decides to put
on paper, | have to put on
an actual barge,” Bergstrom
said.

Bergstrom is also in
charge of worker safety, no
small task at such a large
elevator. Dust from the grain
can potentially be explosive
given an ignition source,
and working in tight spaces
increases the risk of falls.

McNary does have a dust
mitigation system, Middleton
said, to reduce the danger of
an explosion.

“Once that stuff gets
airborne, it’s like a bomb,”
he said.

The grain industry has
come a long way from its
history of wooden elevators,
Middleton said, to metal
and concrete structures used
today. The McNary terminal

gives PGG members added
strength and durability for
storage.

“This is like something
you’d see down on the Willa-
mette that an exporter would
operate,” Middleton said.

Rick Jacobson, PGG’s
general  manager, said
McNary Elevator was built
with money borrowed from
the Farm Credit System and
is the co-op’s “crown jewel.”

“It’s a great story, when
you think about what a co-op
system can do,” Jacobson
said.

Contact George Plaven
at  gplaven(@eastoregonian.
com or 541-966-0825.

FIRE: Exterior structure of the building may not be a total loss
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neither illicit drug production
nor a natural gas leak were
causes.

The blowup and fire
caused the roof to collapse on
the second floor, and Roberts
said those materials insulated
and preserved clues, some
of which investigators found
undamaged.

Roberts also said the
investigation found three
citizens rushed in and helped
get Quezada out of the room.
Pendleton paramedics met
Quezada and his would-be
rescuers at the top of the
stairs, he said, strapped the
man to a stretcher and carried
him to an ambulance.

Black smokewasfillingthe
building at that time, Roberts
said. The blaze grew fast
and seven fire departments
worked to extinguish the fire.
Pendleton was the first on
the scene. Roberts credited
Matt Benedict, assistant fire
chief, with swift work to get
water on the flames early.
Roberts also said it was quite
the achievement that crews
kept the fire contained to the
old building, otherwise the
blaze could have consumed
an entire block of businesses

and apartments that have
adjoining roofs or structures.

While the interior of the
building’s tower and second
floor look like total losses, the
structure of the building may
be intact. The second floor is
primarily concrete, and the
brick-and-mortar ~ exterior
appears tight.

Tuesday’s emergency
also showed why Pendleton
is adding more fire fighting
resources. The fire depart-
ment staffs a minimum of
five firefighter paramedics
at Station 1, 911 S.W. Court
Ave., and two at Station 2,
1200 Southgate. Interim fire
chief Roy Palmer said the
crew of five from Station No.
1 arrived first, but three took
Quezada in an ambulance,
leaving just two men at the
scene until other staff and
neighboring firefighters
arrived.

He also said Pendleton had
six more calls for ambulances
during the fire.
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The city is in the final
steps to hire three “single
role” paramedics — one
per shift — to help shore up
firefighting resources. They
will not be firefighters and
only will handle emergency
medical calls, Palmer said,
which makes up about 90
percent of the department’s
responses. That means a
firefighter will not have to
take a ride in an ambulance
and instead can remain at the
ready.

The new paramedics will
receive less pay than fire-

Richland

fighting paramedics because
of the specificity of their jobs.

The new paramedics also
could help generate city
revenue transferring patients
to hospitals out of Pendleton.

Roberts said the city is
paid about $1,500 when it
transports someone  from
Pendleton to hospitals in the
Tri-Cities, for example, and
about double that for rides to
Portland. The fire department
has had to pass on transports,
though, due to low staffing.
Roberts said the new para-
medics will turn that around.

FREY: Must forfeit teaching
license, pay $15,000 in fines
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In addition to probation
and being added to the
sex offender registry, Frey
will also do 160 hours of
community service, forfeit
his teaching license, follow
20 recommendations from a
psychosexual analysis, pay
$15,000 in fines ($12,000
of which is suspended)
and undergo a sex offender

treatment program.
Circuit Court Judge
Christopher Brauer was

also stern in ordering Frey
to not contact the victim,
saying Frey shouldn’t even
so much as “strap a message
to the leg of a pigeon” in
hopes of communicating
with her.

In a brief statement
before his sentencing, Frey
apologized to the victim’s
family.

Frey’s attorney Jason
Thompson echoed Frey’s
remorse, saying the deci-
sions made in those few

weeks were the worst of his
client’s life.

According to district
documents, Frey was a
substitute teacher at Pend-
leton schools for 102 days
between Feb. 24, 2014,
and March 13, 2015, and
was at other schools during
that time as well. Before
departing the district, Frey
worked a four-month stint
as the substitute teacher
for a health and physical
education class comprised
mostly of juniors.

The charges brought
against Frey state he started
having sex with the student
on the last day of his tenure.

In addition to Pendleton
High School, Frey also has
taught at Sunridge Middle
School, West Hills Interme-
diate School, Homestead
Youth Lodge and Wash-
ington Elementary School.
Outside of Pendleton, Frey
was a substitute in the
Hermiston and Pilot Rock
school districts.

WORLD BRIEFLY

Turkey to allow U.S. to use key
air base for strikes on Islamic State

WASHINGTON (AP)
— Turkey has agreed
to let the U.S. military
launch airstrikes against
the Islamic State from
a key air base near the
Syrian border, senior U.S.
officials said Thursday,

giving a boost to the U.S.-led coalition while drawing
Turkey deeper into the conflict.

President Barack Obama and Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan finalized the deal in a phone call
Wednesday, officials said, following months of U.S.
appeals and delicate negotiations over the use of Incirlik
and other bases in Turkey. Frustrated by Obama’s focus
on fighting IS instead of Syrian President Bashar Assad,
Turkey’s government had resisted the move, but in
recent days a surge in Islamic State activity in Turkey
has brought concerns about the militant group to the

forefront.

American officials said access to the base in southern
Turkey, not far from IS strongholds across the border in

Syria, would allow the U.S.

to move more swiftly and

nimbly against IS targets. If the agreement holds, the
U.S.-led coalition will be positioned to conduct better
surveillance over Syria and act quicker on intelligence
than when it was limited to launching flights from
places like Iraq, Jordan and the Gulf states.

Under the deal, the U.S. military will be allowed to
launch manned and unmanned flights from Incirlik; in
the past, only unmanned drone flights were allowed.

Turkey has yet to publicly confirm the agreement,
which U.S. officials discussed on condition of
anonymity because they weren’t authorized to comment
publicly. Citing operational security, the White
House declined to confirm the agreement, but noted
that Obama and Erdogan had agreed to “deepen our
cooperation” against IS in their phone call Wednesday.

U.S. ‘fleeced, bamboozled’ in Iran
nuclear deal, Republicans contend

WASHINGTON (AP) — Countering Republican
criticism, Secretary of State John Kerry declared
Thursday it is “fantasy plain and simple” to claim that
President Barack Obama failed to insist on enough
restraints on Iran’s nuclear program before agreeing to
lift economic sanctions long in place.

“So what’s your plan? ...

Totally go to war?”” he

challenged lawmakers who want to torpedo the deal.

Republicans were unpersuaded — and said so — at
an occasionally contentious Senate Foreign Relations
Committee hearing that marked the opening of a new
phase in the administration’s drive to prevent Congress
from undermining the accord.

“You guys have been bamboozled,” said Sen.

Jim Risch, R-Idaho, complaining that the agreement
wouldn’t permit neutral testing at Iran’s Parchin military
complex to guard against cheating.

Sen. Bob Corker, R-Tenn., the panel’s chairman, told
Kerry moments after opening the hearing, “Not unlike a
hotel guest that leaves only with a hotel bathrobe on his
back, I believe you’ve been fleeced.” He later sought to
soften the criticism to avoid singling anyone out, saying,

“We’ve been fleeced.”
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Tumbleweed Music Festival

upcoming events:

July 24-25:
Art in the Park
July 25:

Hunt & Gather Antiques
Vintage in the Park Show

August 28:
Kids Fun Friday
September 4-6:




