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EXPLOSION ROCKS 
DOWNTOWN PENDLETON

WINNER OF THE 2015 ONPA GENERAL EXCELLENCE AWARD

Drought declared in 
three more counties 3A

BMCC HIRES NEW 
SOFTBALL COACH 1B

Staff photos by E.J. Harris

The old city hall building burns on the corner of southeast First Street and Dorion Avenue as fi refi ghters from all over Umatilla County battle 
the blaze Tuesday in Pendleton.

MAN KILLED AS FORMER CITY HALL GOES UP IN FLAMES

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

Flames erupt from the roof of the old city hall.

Staff photo by Kathy Aney

A Pendleton fi refi ghter sprays water 
into a second-story window of the old 
Pendleton city hall after an explosion 
rocked the building Tuesday morning.

City hall 
history
Pendleton city 
government and 
police moved 
into the city 
hall building at 
34 SE Dorion 
Ave. on Dec. 
31, 1908. The 
city used the 
building un-
til November 
1996 when it 
relocated to its 
current location 
further west 
on Dorion Ave. 
and the building 
was sold into 
private hands. 
The building 
is currently 
owned by Jose 
Quezada. People 
were living in 
the building, 
and other parts 
were rented to 
businesses.

“At fi rst it sounded like thunder. There was a light 
one, a bigger one and then a huge explosion.” 

— Charlene Hanson, across the street during the explosion

By ANTONIO SIERRA
East Oregonian 

Fuel tax primed for 
November ballot

PENDLETONHERMISTON

By JADE MCDOWELL
East Oregonian
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A member of Good Shepherd Medical Center’s surgical 
staff shows off the hospital’s new, larger surgery suite.                               
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