
Page 4A East Oregonian Friday, July 17, 2015OPINION
                                                  

Founded October 16, 1875

 KATHRYN B. BROWN DANIEL WATTENBURGER 
 Publisher Managing Editor  
 
 JENNINE PERKINSON TIM TRAINOR
 Advertising Director Opinion Page Editor

Unsigned editorials are the opinion of the East Oregonian editorial board of Publisher  
Kathryn Brown, Managing Editor Daniel Wattenburger, and Opinion Page Editor Tim Trainor. 
Other columns, letters and cartoons on this page express the opinions of the authors and not 
necessarily that of the East Oregonian. 

LETTERS POLICY
The East Oregonian welcomes original letters of 400 words or less on public 

issues and public policies for publication in the newspaper and on our website. 
The newspaper reserves the right to withhold letters that address concerns 
about individual services and products or letters that infringe on the rights of 
private citizens. Submitted letters must be signed by the author and include 
the city of residence and a daytime phone number. The phone number will not 
be published. Unsigned letters will not be published.  Send letters to Managing 
Editor Daniel Wattenburger, 211 S.E. Byers Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801 or email 
editor@eastoregonian.com.

OUR VIEW

OTHER VIEWS

YOUR VIEWS
Moral depravity has 
overtaken the country 

Well, Oregon has again lowered the moral 
bar by allowing 15-year-old children to decide 
if they want to get a sex change at taxpayers’ 

Once the bar was lowered for assisted 

delivered to the state for their upbringing and 
education? That will certainly free up parents to 

Remember, it is easier to answer to man than 

When can conservatives have or declare a 
sanctuary city for their beliefs? We are in the 
greatest peril of collapsing in the history of our 

Remember in the 1960s when the one of 
the most widespread sayings was “Don’t trust 

press that refuses to print any truth or factual 
information, votes that don’t count, laws for the 

longer equal under law; some are more equal 

Roesch Kishpaugh
Pendleton

Editor’s note: Since 1971, the age of 
medical consent in Oregon has been 15.

Walden loses man’s vote for 
not acting against USFS

I personally will never vote for Greg 

planning process that targets to restrict and 
remove our motorized access from our 

If you vote for the man you are openly 
supporting your restriction and closure from 
the mountains, and I would hope you would 
share this with everyone from Joseph to 

I’ve made this public for a reason, share it 

having to start from scratch because of 

The man is so spineless, so useless, that 

out what they are planning for the people of 

It’s either that, or he’s actually helping them 
through assisting in the stalling or releasing 

John George
Bates, Ore.

A tip of the hat to Hermiston for securing a big boon for the city’s 
burgeoning economic development.

travelers who each night will need a place 
to feed themselves and other places to be 

economic opportunity as any entrepreneur 

in Eastern Oregon, if you haven’t heard!) 
will soon have to start growing up instead of out, if it’s going to remain an 

city’s future, and this downtown boost might be just what the doctor ordered 

A tip of the hat to the Don Requa bronze, which took its place along 
Statue Boulevard in Pendleton.

from the downtown cowboy and Indian vibe 

through a more thorough public process in 

to some people, and it didn’t cost taxpayers 

Tip of the hat; 
kick in the pants

Tthe only octogenarian spiritual 
leader with a profoundly 

I’m interviewing him in his hotel 

a reincarnation of the previous one, 
and usually after one has died a search is 

But he has said that he may be the last of 

emerge outside Tibet — or might even be a 

Beijing, which is 
determined to choose the 

that Buddhist reincarnation 

more about the reincarnation system than the 

the right to involve themselves in the Dalai 

exiles, and consultations among Tibetans 

formally resolved around his 90th birthday, 

One reason to end the line, he suggested, is 

second most important reincarnated lama in 

baby chosen by Tibetans as his successor 
and helped anoint a different child as the 

in 2007 he bravely used my column to send 
an important olive branch to Beijing — only 
to be criticized by fellow Tibetans as too 
conciliatory, and rejected as insincere by 

were times when he had been too cautious 

and had missed opportunities for 

sought compromise on Tibet; after 

that Zhao had been sympathetic and 

been ousted, “the Tibetan issue would 

enthusiastic about Xi Jinping, the current 

anti-corruption campaign, said Xi’s mother 
was “very religious, a 
very devout Buddhist,” 
and noted Xi himself 

you’re reading this, the 

invitation? 

to suggest questions for 

are his responses to some of the issues they 

— On the Myanmar Buddhists who have 

Buddha would come at that moment, he 

he had been a pure vegetarian for 20 months 
but then developed jaundice, so his doctors 

women are often innately more sensitive and 

of the leaders of different nations are female, 

Nicholas Kristof grew up on a sheep and 
cherry farm in Yamhill. He won the Pulitzer 
Prize two times, in 1990 and 2006.

Editor’s note: Regular Friday columnist 
Byron York is traveling for three weeks and 
will not le columns for uly 1 , uly 20 and 
uly 27. His schedule will resume on ugust .

Nicholas 
Kristof
Comment

Beijing is 
determined to 

choose the next 
Dalai Lama as 
a tool to control 

Tibet.

OTHER VIEWS

The (Eugene) Register-Guard

can congratulate itself for having had 

celebrated that level of success recently, 

found a winning formula by combining 
constituencies and causes that in the past 
have been separate or parallel, creating a 

questions about applicants’ criminal 

2002, which will establish a system for 

The thread that ties these bills 
together is that each is aimed at 
improving the lives of people at the 
bottom of either the social or the 

from a recognition that the two groups 

up of labor organizations such as the 

justice organizations such as the Urban 

coalition’s agenda, and the only one that 
did not win approval, was a minimum 

disproportionate numbers women and 
members of minority groups, whose 
welfare is of concern to social-justice 

members’ interests as different sides of 

jail or prison inmates are low-income 
people, members of minority groups or 

their best chance of avoiding a return 

But many employers automatically 

their applications that they have been 

The “ban the box” bill doesn’t 

applicant’s criminal history later in 
the hiring process, or prohibit hiring 
decisions from being made on the basis, 

hurdle, giving them a chance to show 

this as an issue of both economics and 

retirement savings plan — and most of 
those are in lower-wage occupations 
where large numbers of women and 

retirement savings bill, is a start toward 

opportunity to begin saving and 
investing their own money so they can 

that blurs the lines between labor and 

groups committed to both, the bill won 

regarded as being concerned with 

distinctions between whether efforts 
to improve it are economic, such as 
mandating paid leave, or in terms of 

struggles of people in Oregon and 
elsewhere — and bringing those issues 
under a single umbrella creates a 
coalition potent enough to promise that 
today’s bill-signing ceremony will be 


