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Pot-pioneering Colorado rejects
marijuana as PTSD treatment

Associated Press

DENVER — Colorado
is  known for pushing
boundaries on marijuana,
but health officials’ decision
to reject pot as a treatment
for post-traumatic  stress
disorder shows the issue is
far from settled.

Voters have made mari-
juana legal for both medical
and recreational use, but
government officials at have
continually pushed back.

The state Board of Health
voted 6-2  Wednesday
against adding PTSD to
the list of ailments eligible
for treatment with medical
marijuana. It came despite
a recommendation from a
chief medical officer and a
panel of physicians.

Board members cited a
lack of research, including
medical trials.

“We have an absence
of scientific information,”
board member Rick Brown
said.

Marijuana is illegal
under federal law, and some
scientists say research has
been stymied by government
hurdles, including a decla-
ration that marijuana is a
controlled substance with no
accepted medical use.

The Department of Health
and Human Services made it
a little easier last month for
privately funded medical
marijuana research to get
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Larry Wolk, executive director and chief medical
officer of the Colorado Department of Health, listens
to testimony before the Colorado Board of Health

Wednesday in Denver.

approved. The department
said a federal Public Health
Service review of research
proposals is no longer neces-
sary because it duplicates a
required review by the Food
and Drug Administration.

Some people attending
Wednesday’s vote on PTSD
noted that none of the
medical conditions currently
eligible for state medical
marijuana cards, including
AIDS, epilepsy and
glaucoma, has the kind of
scientific backing the board
mentioned.

One physician recently
awarded a state grant to study
marijuana use by veterans
testified that PTSD sufferers
are already using pot to treat

their symptoms.

“People are going to use
it anyway,” said Dr. Sue
Sisley, adding that PTSD
sufferers can shop at recre-
ational dispensaries or get
a doctor’s recommendation
for the broad category of
“severe pain,” which covers
more than 90 percent of the
113,000 Coloradans on the
medical marijuana registry.

Many of those patients ask
pot-shop employees, known
as “budtenders,” about using
marijuana to treat PTSD, not
their physicians, Sisley said.

“This just provides better
access to different strains
under a physician’s guid-
ance,” she said in favor of
adding PTSD.

The state’s chief medical
officer, Dr. Larry Wolk, told
the board that adding PTSD
would make the registry
more “honest.”

Nine states consider it
a qualifying condition for
medical marijuana: Arizona,
California, Connecticut,
Delaware, Maine, Massa-
chusetts, Michigan, New
Mexico and Oregon.

But the board, many of
them physicians, said they
couldn’t approve a medical
treatment that falls short of
federal guidelines.

“This is a terrible condi-
tion. We don’t have a great
way to treat it,” said Dr.
Tony Cappello, the board
chairman, who highlighted
an  established  federal
process for drug approvals.

The rejection showed the
latest disconnect between
voters and public officials on
the issue.

When Colorado voters
approved recreational pot
in 2012, just one of the
state’s 100 lawmakers, Rep.
Jonathan Singer, endorsed
the idea. Democratic Gov.
John Hickenlooper remains
cautious.

Singer, a Democrat, has
said he would propose a bill
next year to circumvent the
appointed board and add
PTSD without its approval.

“We have to balance our
science and our humanity
together,” he said.

Justice Department files bar complaint against Kevin Mannix

SALEM (AP) — The
Oregon  Department  of
Justice has filed a state bar
complaint against Repub-
lican activist Kevin Mannix,
alleging the Salem attorney
violated ethics rules when
he represented a veterans
charity that gave money to
his political and business
activities.

The complaint says
Mannix violated several
rules  of  professional
conduct  for  lawyers,
including restrictions on

doing business with clients
or soliciting gifts from them,
and a rule against charging
excessive fees.

The charges stem from

an investigation into the
Oregon War Veterans Asso-
ciation, which the Justice
Department said provided
little money for veterans
while enriching its founder,
Gregory Warnock.  The
department won a default
judgment that shut down
the charity and ordered
Warnock to pay $746,000.
Mannix was the 2002
Republican nominee for
governor and has long led
ballot initiatives, including
Measure 11 imposing
mandatory minimum
sentences for some crimes.
He denied wrongdoing
and questioned whether
the department is pursuing

him for political reasons.
Attorney  General Ellen
Rosenblum is a Democrat.

“Being an attorney and
a conservative raises the
hackles of some people,”
Mannix told The Oregonian,
adding that he has been
“very careful about meeting
legal responsibilities.”

The bar complaint, filed
July 1, alleges Mannix
obtained $505,000 from the
veterans charity for a “think
tank” business he owned as
well as the gift of a $13,800
Rolex watch. It also says
the charity turned over
about $500,000 to a variety
of political groups Mannix
set up to push for tougher

criminal laws and other
policies, including $110,000
in donations to help Mannix
pay off past campaign debts.

The complaint says
that the charity’s financial
records revealed a clear
pattern involving its primary
donor.

“Mr. Mannix would meet
or otherwise communicate
with the donor, and the donor
would make a substantial
donation” to the charity, the
bar complaint says. “Once
the donation was received,
it would be followed by
substantial payments to the
Mannix organizations and to
Mr. Warnock or entities Mr.
Warnock controlled.”

BRIEFLY

Portland approves
land purchase likely
for homeless

PORTLAND (AP) — The
Portland City Council has
authorized the purchase of
land identified as a likely
new spot for a homeless
community.

The council on
Wednesday unanimously
authorized officials to spend
more than $254,000 to buy
land in the central eastside,
which may be the new home
for the Right 2 Dream Too
homeless camp currently in
Portland’s downtown, The
Oregonian reported.

Commissioner Amanda
Fritz announced three months
ago that officials were trying
to buy the parcel of land
from the state Department
of Transportation for the
homeless group.

Central Eastside Industrial
Council president Debbie
Kitchin says the process has
not been open.

“We think it is premature
and not responsible when you
haven’t determined the use
for it,” she said.

Mayor Charlie Hales
has stressed that buying the
land doesn’t guarantee its
use for the campsite, but
he acknowledges that it’s a
“very real possibility.”

Accused robber
writes apology note
to teller

PORTLAND (AP) —
Court documents say a
54-year-old man accused
of robbing a Portland bank
wrote an apology note to a
bank teller after his arrest

The Oregonian reports
that 54-year-old James
Kenneth Lee Jr. is accused
of passing a note to a teller
at Key Bank that announced
he was robbing the bank.
After he was handed $694 in
cash, he used a local cab as a
getaway car.

When police arrested him,
Lee wrote an apology letter
to the teller saying he was
sorry for scaring him and that
his actions were “dumb.”

He is being held at

Multnomah County
Detention Center on
suspicion of bank robbery.
Jail records show he is also
accused of failing to register
as a sex offender.

Dad found guilty of
asking someone to
beat baby sitter

MEDFORD (AP) —A
Jackson County jury has
found a father guilty of
asking someone to beat up
his baby sitter after she made
comments that caused him to
temporarily lose custody of
his child.

The Medford Mail
Tribune reports that
31-year-old Corey Fenton
was found guilty Wednesday
of soliciting fourth-degree
assault and conspiracy to
commit fourth-degree assault.

Prosecutors say Fenton
and his father, Luther Paul
Bann, met with a female
friend in 2012 and offered
her marijuana worth $3,000
to $5,000 as partial payment
to find someone to beat up
the baby sitter. The woman
told authorities the men said
they wanted the sitter beaten
so badly she would never talk
again.

Accused burglar
falls through
ceiling at 2 Eugene
businesses

EUGENE (AP) —
Eugene police are looking
for a man who is accused of
falling through the ceiling of
two businesses in an attempt
to steal property.

The Register-Guard of
Eugene reports that the man
fell through the ceiling of a
J.C. Penney and an office
building. The man left his
backpack in the ceiling space
of the J.C. Penney.

Police say the man
returned to the store the next
day and asked an employee
if he could retrieve his
belongings, but was told
the bag was not in the store.
He left his name and phone
number so employees could
call if it was found.
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