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WORLD BRIEFLY

Iran nuke deal likely to
be reached Tuesday

VIENNA (AP) — An Iran
nuclear agreement appeared likely
within hours, diplomats said late
Monday after a day in which
American and Iranian negotiators
appeared to be struggling to clear
final obstacles and looking like
they’d miss their fourth deadline
in less than two weeks.

Three diplomats familiar with
the talks said the announcement
could come early Tuesday,
possibly during pre-dawn hours
in Vienna. One said some of
the top officials involved in
the negotiation needed to leave
Austria’s capital in the morning,
thus hastening the declaration.

The diplomats weren’t
authorized to speak publicly on
the status of the negotiations
and demanded anonymity. Their
reports of a breakthrough capped
a seesaw day of developments
that started with high hopes for
an accord. The mood soured as
vexing questions including the
future of'a U.N. arms embargo on
Iran proved troublesome.

As a midnight target for a
deal approached in Vienna,
diplomats said the nuts and bolts
of the written nuclear accord
had been settled days ago. And
Iranian President Hassan Rouhani

briefly raised expectations of

an imminent breakthrough by
proclaiming on Twitter: “Iran
Deal is the victory of diplomacy
& mutual respect over the
outdated paradigm of exclusion
& coercion. And this is a good
beginning.”

Pentagon announces
plan to lift military
transgender ban

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
Pentagon’s current regulations
banning transgender individuals
from serving in the military are
outdated, Defense Secretary Ash
Carter said Monday, ordering
a six-month study aimed at
formally ending one of the
last gender- or sexuality-based
barriers to military service.

Carter said he is creating a
working group that will review
the policies and determine if
lifting the ban would have any
impact on the military’s ability
to be ready for battle. But he
said the group will begin with
the presumption that transgender
people should be able to serve
openly “without adverse impact
on military effectiveness and
readiness, unless and except
where objective, practical
impediments are identified.”

The plan, which was first
reported by The Associated
Press, gives the services time to
methodically work through the
legal, medical and administrative
issues and develop training to
ease any transition, and senior
leaders believed six months
would be sufficient.

Greece strikes deal,
avoiding financial
collapse

BRUSSELS (AP) — After
grueling, often angry negotiations
that tested the limits of European
unity, Greece struck a preliminary
rescue deal with its creditors
Monday that should avert an
imminent financial catastrophe
but also guarantees years more
hardship and sacrifice for its
people.

Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras
flew home to sell the bailout
plan to skeptical lawmakers and
political allies, some of whom

Other Greeks rallied Monday

night before Parliament in Athens,

urging lawmakers to reject the
new demands.

To close the deal with his
partners in the euro currency,
Tsipras had to consent to a raft
of austerity measures, including
sales tax hikes and pension and
labor reforms — measures he
had campaigned vociferously
against over the last five years of
Greece’s financial crisis.

NYC reaches $5.9M
settlement with
Garner’s family

NEW YORK (AP) — New
York City reached a settlement
Monday with the family of Eric
Garner for $5.9 million, almost a
year after the 43-year-old died in
police custody.

The family filed a notice of
claim in October, the first step in
filing a lawsuit against the city,
asking for $75 million. Garner

loose, untaxed cigarettes. A
video shot by an onlooker shows
Garner telling the officers to
leave him alone and refusing to
be handcuffed. Garner is taken
to the ground in what appears

to be a chokehold, banned by
police policy. The officer, Daniel
Pantaleo, says it was a legal
takedown maneuver.

Garner, who had asthma,
is heard gasping, “I can’t
breathe!” 11 times before he
loses consciousness. He was
pronounced dead later at a
hospital.

The city medical examiner
found that the police chokehold
contributed to Garner’s death.
But a grand jury on Staten Island
declined to indict the officer in the
death. A federal probe is ongoing.

While the city has a legal
department that fields lawsuits,
the New York City comptroller’s
office also can settle claims.
Comptroller Scott Stringer has
made a point of doing that in civil
rights cases, saying that resolving

accused him of selling Greece
out. Panos Kammenos, leader
of the junior partner in Tsipras’

was stopped on July 17 outside
a convenience store for selling

them quickly saves the city
money on legal fees.

coalition government, denounced
the deal as a German-led “coup.”
“This deal introduced many
new issues ... we cannot agree
with it,” he said after meeting

with Tsipras. 541-966-0818.
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