
Seattle on the Mediterranean
Oh, the ceaseless Seattle sun. June 

just set another record — the 
hottest ever recorded in this city, 

year. 

and Montreal, and yet, over the past 
month or so, it has been hotter here 
than in Athens, Rome or Los Angeles 
on many days. We had eight days at 85 
degrees or higher in June. On Sunday, 

113 degrees in Walla Walla. 
London and Paris, two cities with a climate 

similar to Seattle’s, both set heat records this 
week — 98, the hottest July day in British 

As a native Seattleite, I’ve always 
wondered what it would be like to live in a 
place where it’s sunny every day. Now that 
I’m experiencing something 

sorts in a strange land. 

places on earth. 
Sure, my backyard 

grapes, my tomatoes, my 
Meyer lemons and my 
rosemary plants love it. This 
is Sicily in Seattle, with 

gloom, was “probably the sunniest month 

on his weather blog.
The experts, Mass among them, do not 

be attributed to climate change.

high pressure to the west and warm ocean 
temperatures. But they say that what we’ve 
experienced over the past 16 months is an 

degrees. 
So, what’s not to like?

city. Not just every homeowner’s lawn, 

plants. Summers in the Northwest are usually 

extreme version. Stop complaining. 
In the withering heat, I can still look south 

as snow or ice, is not just the master architect 

Take away the snow and change 
happens quickly. Salmon need cold 

grows in abundance — need that 

statewide drought emergency was 

level in 64 years. 

iconic symbol. 

1,000 people died in Pakistan last month in 

on climate change “the 
greatest hoax.” And sadly, 
it matters what he says, 

Senate committee in charge 

climate change. As such, 
he’s determined to prevent 
the world’s second biggest 

doing anything. 

What he proved is that there are Labradors 
with more common sense than a senator with a 

Francis. In his recent encyclical on climate 
change, he made a plea to our better angels, a 

guiding U.S. policy, altruism alone will never 
work. 

in the Seattle area. 
We may lose this. The current heat is a 

precursor, an early peek at a scary tomorrow. 

on the place we leave our grandchildren. 

by place.

Timothy Egan worked for 18 years as a 
writer for The ew ork Times  rst as the 

a i  orthwest orres ondent  then as a 
nationa  enter rise re orter
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Christians should have right 
to be politically incorrect

say nothing else? I think not. So I am saying 

couple in Oregon who have been run out 

cake.
He does not exhibit any respect 

happened to that universal sign that used to be 
displayed in nearly every business: “I reserve 

couple has a right to believe what they want 
to believe. 

By the same token, the gay couple have a 

not bring punishment to other people who 

some gays were beaten to death because they 
were gay. My heart was sick when I read 
about that. I am a landlord and I have rented 

tenants I ever had. When I was in the working 

Judging is God’s job.
What troubles me about this story is the 

whom one does not agree. And I believe this 

run amok.
Sharolyn K. Gemmell

Pendleton

Forest Service not responding 
to information requests

For several years it was a shell game. 
Throw out enough varying plans, subparts 

what equated to closing roads and restricting 

approach and have actually became more 

tabs on what the USFS is doing. 

that than my dealings over the last month with 

For the last month I have requested 

Montoya has not answered my email. I believe

access to the Blues.  

tools, models and best available science they 
are using to plan the minimum roads needed 

John George
Bates

Pendleton?
Well, you’re not alone. Pendleton 

city councilors can’t agree on how to 
do it either.

Tuesday’s council meeting was 
meant to get members on the same 
page, but when the gavel came down 
to call the meeting to a close, they 
were as divided as ever.

issues at least. Adding a $5 utility 

onto your bill soon.

everything else — a 
big question mark.

The city needs 

population that has 

decades, has just 
recently shrugged 

growing season.
That is a tough environment in 

which to rally taxpayers, especially 
voters who have grown more and 

The last gas tax — which 
was used to construct Barnhart 

sour subject. And the latest suspect 

that has yet to bring economic 

investment.
But at the same time, Pendleton 

They know it costs money and they 
know council has been kicking the 

years. 
Voters are divided then, too. 

Unhappy with city government, yet 

tired roads.
It would be hard, intensive work 

to garner support and convince 
voters to back a gas tax. And a 

ballots are in the 

Jane Hill, the 

community leader 
on council, said 
rushing the tax onto 
the November ballot 
is not something she 
can support. Other 
councilors don’t see 

setback, and note 
the needs are too 

great to wait any longer. In this mess 

And that’s not all. The city is 
trying to cobble together consensus 

initiatives, including a new 

maintenance.

and it is a good sign that there is 
robust debate each time one comes 

clear that the city has not yet arrived 
there, even as they ready to stick out 

earned dollars.

Pendleton council 
looking for a way 
out of the woods

Timothy 
Egan

Comment

The experts 
do not think 
the broiling 
of the Pacific 

Northwest can 
be attributed to 
climate change.

Voters are 
divided too. 

Unhappy with 
city government, 

yet sick and 
tired of the city’s 

sick and tired 
roads.

OTHER VIEWS

The (Ontario) Argus Observer

It’s a green new world in Oregon. 
Recreational marijuana has been 

The Argus covered various 

the week.
We outlined legal and illegal 

their hands on the drug, and looked 

covered action in the Legislature 
regarding marijuana and talked to 

in Oregon as historic as Woodstock 
or the moon landing.

There are more stories to tell — 
and there are some things too early 
to tell.

ever since voters approved Measure 
91 in November. They’ve predicted 

Whether that will prove to be the 

challenges other cities throughout 
the state won’t have to deal with. 

abuse marijuana, just as there are 
people who abuse other legal drugs, 
including prescription medication 

however, that by and large, those 
who do choose to use the drug will 
do so responsibly.

We’re also hoping that 

marijuana could have a positive 

might otherwise be tied up arresting 

on other calls. Police or deputies 

dangerous situation alone could have 
more backup available.

Now that it’s legal, access to 
marijuana has become an issue 

our own, but by golly, we support 

kind always goes hand in hand with 
responsibility.

on the issue in November opposed 

it’s up to us to make sure this new 
road travels as smoothly as possible.

Now that it’s here, let’s 
make legal marijuana work


