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Immigrant blames previous
deportation on judicial error

By GOSIA WOZNIACKA
Associated Press
PORTLAND — An

immigrant who took refuge
at an Oregon church to
avoid deportation should be
allowed to stay in the U.S.
because of a judicial error
at a hearing more than a
decade ago, his attorney said
Monday.

Francisco Aguirre Velas-
quez, who came to the U.S.
from El Salvador nearly 20
years ago, had been deported
to his native country in 2000
after a drug conviction. He
was charged in November
with unlawfully re-entering
the U.S.

His attorney Ellen Pitcher
said Monday in U.S. District
Court that the judge at the
deportation hearing 15 years
ago incorrectly told Aguirre
he would be detained indefi-
nitely, even if his application
to suspend his deportation
had been granted. Not
wanting to sit in jail, Aguirre
agreed to be deported, the
attorney said.

Pitcher said Aguirre may
have qualified for immigra-
tion relief and release from
detention because he had
been tortured and abused
as a child in his country of
birth, and because his drug
conviction carried a sentence
of less than five years.

“This was an unconsti-
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In this Sept. 2014 file photo Francisco Aguirre Velas-
quez poses for a portrait inside of Augustana Luther-
an Church in Portland, Ore. Aguirre an immigrant who
took refuge at the church to avoid deportation should
be allowed to stay in the U.S. because of a judicial er-
ror at a hearing more than a decade ago, his attorney

said Monday.

tutional  deportation that
cannot be the basis for any
new prosecution,” Pitcher
said.  Aguirre’s  current
charge should be dismissed,
she said.

The federal government
argued that Aguirre’s drug
convictions make  him
ineligible for any form of
immigration relief, meaning
a possible error by the
previous judge would be
irrelevant.

In 1999, Aguirre pleaded
guilty to two counts of
delivery of a controlled
substance. He was sentenced

to 90 days in jail and three
years of probation. Aguirre
later changed his plea to no
contest.

“An aggravated felon is
categorically denied relief
across the board,” said
Assistant  U.S.  Attorney
Greg Nyhus, who is prose-
cuting the case.

Aguirre, 36, came to the
attention of authorities in
August 2014 after a driving
under the influence arrest.
He took refuge at Augustana
Lutheran Church in Portland
after authorities tried to
detain him at home.

He is among dozens of
immigrants who have taken
sanctuary in U.S. churches
in recent years because
authorities generally don’t
make arrests in places of
worship.

Aguirre, who spent nearly
three months in church
sanctuary, was arrested in
November when he briefly
left the church to appear in
county court on the DUI
charge. He was then released
on a judge’s order while
his federal case is being
resolved.

The father of two chil-
dren who are U.S. citizens,
Aguirre has worked as the
coordinator of a Portland
nonprofit that runs a day
labor center. His supporters
say Aguirre has contributed
to his community during
the past decade and should
be allowed to remain in the
U.S. with his family.

Aguirre’s  immigration
lawyer, Stephen Manning,
said Aguirre has applied
for a U-visa, a special
immigration document for
violent-crime victims who
help authorities investigate
or prosecute cases.

His U-visa process is on
hold while the separate court
case on illegal re-entry is
being decided. U.S. District
Court Judge Robert Jones
will rule on that case in the
coming weeks.

Fish biologist rescues tiny steelhead stranded by drought

By MARK FREEMAN
Mail Tribune
GOLD HILL — Pete

Samarin tramps up the dried
bed of the Left Fork of Foots
Creek, dust squirting with
every step of his wading
boots until he stops and
squints into a shaded puddle
the size of a welcome mat
and barely much deeper.

His shadow causes the
puddle’s surface to boil as
tiny wild summer steelhead
fry scramble with no place to
escape this predator, not real-
izing Samarin is their savior.

“It’s crazy,” says Samarin,
an assistant district fish

biologist for the Oregon
Department of Fish and
Wildlife. “You got five fish in
there just barely hanging on.”
He runs a small aquarium
net through the water until he
captures all five of the fish.
He plops them into a 5-gallon
bucket for a 2-mile truck ride
downstream and release into
the Rogue River, the summer
rearing refuge they’ve sought
since May when drought
isolated the upper -creek
stretches from the river.
Now, they face a 1-in-25
chance of surviving and
returning  as  spawning
adults in 2019. Had Samarin
stepped past that puddle last

week, they’d surely be dead
by today.

They are the latest of more
than 1,700 summer steelhead
fry getting Samarin’s helping
hand to the Rogue in less
than a month.

“Even if you get 10
females to survive and return
from our efforts, those 10
females can produce 25,000
little guys,” Samarin says.
“That’s enough to keep this
creek going. It all adds up.”

The young fry, ranging
from 2.3 to 3.5 inches,
migrate from the creeks to the
Rogue from May into July,
with most reaching the river
before creek stretches dry up

or flow intermittently under-
ground. This year, however,
drought has created isolated
pools earlier, stranding far
more fish than normal.

In Foots Creek, that
means thousands of stranded
fish this year, rather than a
few hundred, Samarin says.

“I’ve never seen the creek
this disconnected so early,”
Samarin says.

The ODFW has identified
Foots and Sardine creeks as
two in need of fish-salvage
now, with biologists eyeing
nearby Kane Creek for
salvage should its flows later
drop and isolate steelhead as
well.

BRIEFLY

Suspect in officer stabbing released
from hospital, booked into jail

PORTLAND (AP) — A man suspected of stabbing a
Portland police officer has been released from the hospital
and booked into jail on a charge of attempted aggravated
murder, authorities said Monday.

David James Ellis, 55, had been hospitalized under
guard until Monday afternoon, a day after police say
he was shot by an officer who watched his partner get
stabbed in the hand.

Ellis suffered a gunshot wound to his upper right arm,
said Sgt. Pete Simpson, a police spokesman.

Officers Jose Jimenez and Scott Konczal suspected
that Ellis tried to burglarize a police office in northeast
Portland, Simpson said.

Jimenez left the patrol car, walked behind Ellis and
tried to speak with him as he walked away. Konczal,
meanwhile, drove the car alongside Ellis and positioned it
to prevent Ellis from fleeing.

Ellis eventually turned toward Jimenez and grabbed a
folding knife from his back pocket, Simpson said.

Jimenez fell while backing away. Ellis then jumped on
the officer, who used his left hand to cover his chest as
Ellis stabbed him, Simpson said.

Konczal fired a shot that struck Ellis, knocking him
to the ground. Jimenez and Konczal then held Ellis at
gunpoint until other officers arrived.

Ellis and Jimenez were taken by ambulance to the
hospital. Jimenez has since been released, Simpson said.

New Spokane NAACP head wants to
repair damage, move forward

SPOKANE, Wash. (AP) — The new president of the
Spokane NAACP says she wants to focus on repairing the
damage from the recent Rachel Dolezal controversy.

Naima Quarles-Burnley last month replaced Dolezal,
who resigned amid questions about her racial identity
after her parents said she was a white woman pretending
to be black.

Quarles-Burnley tells The Spokesman-Review that the
episode hurt the organization because people questioned
the group’s integrity. But the chapter’s new leader says
she’s committed to moving forward and showing that the
actions of one don’t reflect on all.

One of the first goals will be to fill positions within the
chapter’s executive committee. She also wants to work
on raising awareness about HIV/AIDS in the African-
American community and prepare for a regional NAACP
conference this fall.

1 dead, 2 injured in Malheur house fire

BOISE (AP) — A 14-year-old died and his parents
were injured in a house fire about 10 miles outside of
Adrian, Oregon.

KTVB-TV reports that firefighters responded from
Adrian to the house Sunday morning and found the home
engulfed in flames.

Nyssa fire and ambulance, Vale fire and Treasure
Valley Paramedics responded to the scene.

Malheur County Sgt. Rich Harriman said the teenage
boy died at the scene. His parents were taken by air
ambulance to Boise and later transferred to a burn center
in Salt Lake City.

The names of the victims have not been released.
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