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Fire destroys homes in Wenatchee

By NICHOLAS GERANIOS
and DONNA BLANKINSHIP
Associated Press

WENATCHEE, Wash. —
From just across the Wenatchee
River,  Dominick  Bonny
watched a whole neighborhood
in his central Washington town
burn as a wildfire destroyed
two dozen homes and forced
hundreds to flee.

“With the wind blowing
away from us, it was like we
were watching a natural disaster
within arm’s reach,” he said.

The wildfires hit parts of
central and eastern Washington
over the weekend as the state
is struggling with a severe
drought. Mountain snowpack
is at extremely low levels, and
about one-fifth of the state’s
rivers and streams are at record
low levels.

Eastern Washington has
been experiencing tempera-
tures into the 100s, and last
week Washington Gov. Jay
Inslee issued an emergency
proclamation that allows state
resources to quickly be brought
in to respond to wildfires.

Washington’s struggles with
wildfires come as Alaska, its
fellow Pacific Northwest state,
is facing more and harsher
wildfires this year.

In Wenatchee, the wildfire
fueled by high temperatures
and strong winds roared into
town Sunday afternoon. The
blaze ignited in brush just
outside Wenatchee, quickly
burning out of control about
120 miles east of Seattle.

Rainfall on  Monday
provided relief, but hot, dry
conditions and wind could
challenge crews trying to get
a handle on the flames that
burned more than an estimated
4 square miles, officials said.
Three firefighters suffered
minor injuries, but no injuries
to residents were reported.

Fire crews were concen-
trating on preventing any more
homes from being burned
Monday, State Patrol Trooper
Brian Moore said. Crews were
working to put out hot spots
in already burned areas, while
keeping an eye on winds that
were expected to reach 15 to
20 mph Monday evening and
could fan flames again.

Albert Rookard, who lives
across the Wenatchee River
from the blaze, stayed up late
watching the fire, and he was
shocked at how fast it grew.

Don Seabrook/The Wenatchee World via AP

U.S. Forest Service firefighters from Leavenworth cut brush Sunday near houses in north-
ern Wenatchee, Wash. A wildfire fueled by high temperatures and strong winds roared
into a central Washington neighborhood, destroying properties and forcing residents of

several hundred homes to flee.

Don Seabrook/The Wenatchee World via AP

A Chelan County Sheriff's deputy races to check that all
residents have left their home as flames approach houses
Sunday at Quail Hollow Lane in Wenatchee, Wash.

“From here, we could see
embers just flying,” Rookard
said. “There was fire in so
many places. We could see
emergency vehicles flashing
across town.”

Evacuations were mainly
in the north end of town and
included a Wal-Mart store, the
Chelan County Emergency
Management office said. The
store did not burn, but several
commercial buildings were
near the blaze, Washington
State Patrol Trooper Darren
Wright said.

Emergency = management
officials late Monday morning
also briefly issued a shelter-
in-place order after ammonia

started leaking from a fruit
warehouse. They later said
it had dissipated and was no
longer a threat.

The Blue Bird warehouse,
which uses ammonia for cold-
storage, was among a few
commercial buildings to burn.

Bonny, who lives just
outside Wenatchee, called the
speed of the blaze “just mind-
blowing.”

“We’re fine now,” Bonny
said. “Last night we watched
the entire hill burn.”

Phil Bentz, who lives on the
same side of the river as the
fire, said his home hadn’t been
evacuated. “We were waiting
for someone to knock on the

door, but they didn’t come. So
far, so good,” Bentz said.

About noon Monday, fire
trucks poured water on a
burning warehouse in down-
town Wenatchee, sending big
black clouds into the air over
the city. Farther north of town,
scorched hillsides showed
where the flames were stopped
just short of irrigated apple
orchards and residential subdi-
visions.

Officials know the fire
started in brush on the edge of
town, but they are still trying
to determine what sparked it.
Sweltering heat above 100
degrees, tinder-dry brush and
strong winds helped fuel it.

Last month, Inslee declared
a statewide drought emergency.

State Lands Commissioner
Peter Goldmark has banned
all outdoor fires on state land
protected by the Natural
Resources department, and
campfires have been banned
at state parks and on state-con-
trolled ocean beaches.

Railroad traffic in the area
has been shut down, including
freight lines and Amtrak’s
daily Chicago-to-Seattle route,
BNSF Railway spokesman Gus
Melonas said.

The railroad helped battle
the blaze by spraying water
from tank cars and transferring
water to firefighting trucks, he
said.

BRIEFLY

400,000 baby salmon die when
intake plugs on Umpqua River

ROSEBURG (AP) — A plugged water intake
at a southern Oregon fish hatchery has left
400,000 baby salmon dead.

The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
says a fish carcass plugged an intake at the Rock
Creek Hatchery on the North Umpqua River,
causing water to drop in a raceway where fish
were being raised for release next spring.

The department says an alarm was not
triggered, and the problem was discovered within
an hour, but it was too late to salvage any fish.

Hatchery director Dan Meyer says the carcass
that plugged the intake may have gotten into a
water line during a power outage last month.

The department says the losses will be
primarily felt by Umpqua River anglers in 2018,
when several thousand of those fish would have
returned as adults.

Man who shot child through
floor faces gun-dealing charges

MEDFORD (AP) — A southern Oregon man
who killed a little girl in a burst of gunfire while
using an assault-style rifle to get up from a couch
now faces federal firearms charges alleging he
lied on background checks to buy dozens of
automatic handguns.

Court records say Jon A. Meyer of Grants
Pass was in federal court in Medford last week
on 10 counts alleging he conspired with two
other people to buy 24 pistols. Two of them
were recovered from crime scenes in Northern
California.

Not guilty pleas were entered on his behalf
and his trial is scheduled for September.

He is serving six years in prison for
manslaughter in the 2013 death of 5-year-old
Alysa Bobbitt in a Grants Pass apartment.

Fatal shooting by police outside
Portland supermarket

PORTLAND (AP) — Police in Portland say
aman in a grocery store parking lot brandished
what appeared to be a gun and officers shot him to
death. It turned out he had a starter’s pistol.

Police say two officers approached the man
and two other people Sunday night and talked
with them for several minutes.

The officers said that without provocation,
the man grabbed what looked like a gun out of
a vehicle and pointed it in the direction of the
officers and the two other people.

A police statement issued Monday said both
officers fired.

It didn’t say why the officers had approached
him.

The man was identified as 29-year-old Alan
Lee Bellew, from the Eugene-Springfield area.

Police said he was wanted for failing to appear
on a heroin possession charge and for violating
probation in a case of assault and resisting arrest.
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