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Blazes burn in four states amid hot weather

The Associated Press

Wildfires are chewing
through parched parts of the
West, where temperatures
are rising Thursday. Here’s
a look at the latest hotspots
and what crews are doing to
control them.

ALASKA

Two  wildfires  are
burning outside Anchorage,
one that tripled in size and
forced the evacuation of
campsites on the Kenai
Peninsula and  another
in the heart of Alaska’s
dog-mushing  community
that firefighters have kept
from growing.

A blaze in the Kenai
National Wildlife Refuge
ballooned to about 14
square miles as tempera-

Greg Barnette/The Record Searchlight via AP
In this June 17 photo, Redding firefighters battle a
blaze evening off Buenaventura Boulevard in south-
west Redding, Calif.

ment showed 132 properties
were in the burned area and
26 homes were destroyed,
the Matanuska-Susitna

tures warmed in low Borough’s Facebook page
humidity. Eight structures said Thursday.
ARIZONA

— anything from a home to
a chicken coop — have been
destroyed since Monday.
More than 250 fire-
fighters battled the blaze
between a highway and the
Kenai River, Alaska’s most
popular sport-fishing venue.
More than 420 fire-
fighters have kept another
wildfire at about 12 square
miles, this one in Willow,
where the Iditarod Trail
Sled Dog Race normally
begins. Some residents were
expected to return Thursday
to the community about 40
miles north of Anchorage.
A preliminary assess-

A smoky brush fire near
a rural Arizona community
was contained mainly to a
dry riverbed, allowing most
of the hundreds of evac-
uated residents to return
home.

The flames have burned
at least three residences
near Kearny, about 85
miles southeast of Phoenix,
and torn through nearly 2
square miles of salt cedar
trees.

A handful of people who
live close to a riverbed must
stay away because of their
homes’ proximity to the

fire, Arizona State Forestry
spokesman Mike Reichling
said. Some firefighters who
faced triple-digit tempera-
tures suffered heat-related
problems, but there were no
serious injuries, he said.

CALIFORNIA

A Southern California
desert  wildfire  burned
three homes Thursday and
another blaze in the San
Bernardino Mountains
grew to over 15 square
miles as smaller blazes
erupted in drought-parched
areas up and down the state.

Small but fierce fires
burned in grass, trees and
brush.

A 60-acre fire erupted in
a palm grove in the desert
town of Thermal, 135 miles
southeast of Los Angeles.
By late afternoon, it had

burned three homes and
several outbuildings, state
fire officials reported.

About an hour’s drive
northwest, a  wildfire
burning since Wednesday
exploded in size in the San
Bernardino National Forest.

About 400  people,
including  residents  of
about two dozen homes and
several hundred campers,
had been evacuated as the
fire burned Big Bear Lake.

Other fires being fought
included a 100-acre blaze
in Yuba County in the
Sierra  Nevada foothills
north of Sacramento. More
than a dozen homes were
ordered evacuated after a
training fire for state crews
reportedly was swept out
of control by gusty winds
north of Smartsville.

Crews also fought a
35-acre wildfire in Mari-
posa County; a 50-acre
blaze in San Joaquin
County; and a 40-acre fire
near the Central California
town of Bootjack.

WASHINGTON

A wildfire  burning
south of Spokane was
under control but sent up a
massive smoke column in
eastern Washington.

Brian Schaeffer with the
Spokane Fire Department
says that air and ground
crews got the less than
150-acre blaze halfway
contained, Spokane news
station KHQ-TV reported.

Oregon individual health isurance rates to go up

PORTLAND

Thursday.

In some cases, insurance compa-
nies proposed rates that were similar
to or better than the current rates, but
they were told by the state that they
must be raised. The state says the cost
of medical care has far outstripped
revenue, forcing insurers to dip into

reserve funds.

The proposed premiums are still
subject to public comment and formal

approval.

Under the state’s proposal, the cost
for the lowest priced silver plan for a
40-year-old will be $271 per month
next year, up nearly $50 from this year,

the Oregonian reported ,
Most

(AP) —
insurance premiums are poised to
go up for 220,000 Oregonians who
buy their own coverage, according
to the state’s proposed rates unveiled

insured Oregonians
coverage from an employer or the

Health

$200 per month.

state’s rates.

care for
get
premiums.

government, so they’re unaffected
by the proposed rate hikes. About 75
percent of people in the individual
market, who are affected, qualify for
federal tax credits averaging almost

Moda Health, which covers more
than 100,000 Oregonians in the indi-
vidual market, would raise premiums
an average of 25.6 percent under the

Last year, Oregon avoided some of
the big premium hikes seen elsewhere
following the implementation of Pres-
ident Barack Obama’s health care law.
State officials have often boasted that
Oregonians enjoyed some the lowest
premiums in the nation. But now the
state says those rates were too low.

According to the state, in 2014,
insurers spent $830 million on medical
people with
plans and collected $703 million in

individual

“We need to ensure a

market that

long term is stable,
competitive and ensures
pricing that is much
closer to the cost of
delivering health care.”

— Pat Allen,

Director of the state Department of
Consumer and Business Services

“We need to ensure a market that
long term is stable, competitive and
ensures pricing that is much closer
to the cost of delivering health care,”
said Pat Allen, director of the state
Department of Consumer and Busi-
ness Services, which oversees the

Insurance Division.

BRIEFLY

Applications
due June 26 for
drought funding

East Oregonian

Farmers, ranchers and
foresters in Oregon’s 19
drought-declared counties
have until Friday, June 26
to apply for federal funding
from the U.S. Department
of Agriculture.

Up to $2.5 million
is available through the
USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service
to assist producers with
improving management
practices and sustainability.

Funding comes from
the Environmental Quality
Incentives Program, and
is available only within
those counties where Gov.
Kate Brown has declared a
drought emergency: Baker,
Coos, Crook, Deschutes,
Douglas, Gilliam, Grant,
Harney, Jackson, Jefferson,
Josephine, Klamath, Lake,
Lane, Malheur, Morrow,
Umatilla, Wasco and
Wheeler.

Priority will be given to
applications from the most
drought-stricken counties
as measured by the U.S.
Drought Monitor.

Interested landowners
should apply to their local
USDA Service Center. The
office in Umatilla County
can be reached at 541-278-
8049, and in Morrow
County at 541-676-9011.

Giant concrete
blocks injure SW
Wash. man

LONGVIEW, Wash.
(AP) — A fire official says
a wood products executive
was seriously injured when
two 3,000-pound concrete
blocks fell on him at his
Longview, Washington
company.

The Daily News of
Longview reports that
70-year-old John Leber was
flown from Swanson Bark
and Wood Products to a
Vancouver hospital, where

he was reported in critical
condition Wednesday
evening after the accident
earlier in the day.

Longview Battalion
Chief Kevin Taylor says
workers were building a
retaining wall using the
concrete blocks on top of
a soft sand when the wall
collapsed.

The two blocks trapped
Leber’s lower body. With
the help of a crane, he was
freed in about 15 minutes.

The newspaper says
Leber is the president and
owner of Swanson Bark.

A state Labor and
Industries spokesman
said the department will
investigate.

Oregon Senate
committee clears
birth control
proposal

SALEM (AP) —A
proposal permitting
pharmacists to prescribe
hormonal birth control
is advancing through the
Legislature.

The bill allows women
to skip their doctor’s
visit for a birth control
prescription.

A pharmacist could
prescribe oral birth control
or hormonal patches after
she completes a 20-question
risk-screening assessment.

It cleared a Senate panel
Wednesday.

Lawmakers have given
bipartisan support to the
measure, but the Oregon
Catholic Conference says
they oppose it. They said
they couldn’t support
expanding access to
contraception.

Last week, Oregon
became the first state
requiring insurance
companies to cover up to
12 months of birth control
at a time.

Bend Republican Rep.
Knute Buehler said the two
measures combined allow
Oregon women to have
the easiest access to birth
control in the nation.
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