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FAsT ( )REGONIAN

Subscriber services:
For home delivery, vacation stops or delivery concerns: 1-800-522-0255

— Founded Oct. 16, 1875 —

211 S.E. Byers Ave., Pendleton 541-276-2211
333 E. Main St., Hermiston 541-567-6211

Office hours: Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed major holidays

www.eastoregonian.com

To subscribe, call 1-800-522-0255
or go online to www.eastoregonian.com
and click on ‘Subscribe’

East Oregonian (USPS 164-980) is published daily except Sunday, Monday
and Dec. 25, by the EO Media Group, 211 S.E. Byers Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801.
Periodicals postage paid at Pendleton, OR. Postmaster: send address changes to
East Oregonian, 211 S.E. Byers Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801.
Copyright © 2015, EO Media Group

before 5 p.m.Tuesday through Friday
or before 10 a.m. Saturday
for same-day redelivery

Didn’t receive your paper? Call 1-800-522-0255

ADVERTISING
Advertising Director: Jennine Perkinson

Multimedia consultants
+ Jeanne Jewett
541-364-4531 + jjlewett@eastoregonian.com

541-278-2683 + jperkinson@eastoregonian.com

NEWS
To submit news tips and press releases: * call 541-966-0818 ¢
fax 541-276-8314 + email news@eastoregonian.com

To submit community events, calendar items and Your EO News:
email community@eastoregonian.com or call Tammy Malgesini
in Hermiston at 541-564-4539 or Renee Struthers in Pendleton at
541-966-0818.

+ Dayle Stinson

EZPay*
One year
6 months
3 months
4 weeks

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Local home delivery ~ Savings
$14 per month
$168.61
$88.53
$46.38
$15.00

*EZ Pay = one-year rate with a monthly credit or debit card/check charge

Single copy price:
$1 Tuesday through Friday, $1.50 Saturday

To submit engagements, weddings and anniversaries:
email rstruthers@eastoregonian.com or visit www.eastoregonian.
com/community/announcements

541-966-0806 * dstinson@eastoregonian.com
« Terri Briggs

off cover price 541-215-0447 « tbriggs@eastoregonian.com
41 percent To submit a Letter to the Editor: mail to Managing Editor Daniel
41 percent Classified Advertising: Wattenburger, 211 S.E. Byers Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801 or email
38 percent 1-800-962-2819 « classifieds@eastoregonian.com editor@eastoregonian.com.
35 percent
31 percent Legal Advertising: Amanda Jacobs To submit sports or outdoors information or tips:

541-278-2683 * ajacobs@eastoregonian.com 541-066-0838 + sports@eastoregonian.com

COMMERCIAL PRINTING
Production Director Shane Weston
541-966-0815 + sweston@eastoregonian.com

Real Estate Advertising: Jodi Snook
541-278-2670 * jsnook@eastoregonian.com

Kitzhaber email leaker goes public

SALEM (AP) — The
man who leaked thousands
of emails from the personal
account of former Gov.
John Kitzhaber to a Portland
newspaper is coming forward
publicly.

In a story published
Wednesday, Michael Rodgers
told Willamette Week that he
wants to speak out because
he’s worn down from months
of isolation and investigation.

“Life has not been good
for me,” Rodgers told the
newspaper. “I can’t do this
any longer.”

Rodgers is on paid leave
from his job at the Depart-
ment of Administrative
Services, where he’s a senior
administrator overseeing
technology for state agencies.
His staff is responsible for
storing emails and data for
tens of thousands of workers.

Rodgers told the news-
paper that his lawyer met
with a prosecutor from the
Marion  County  district
attorney’s office, who said
Rodgers could resign or face
one count of official miscon-
duct for each of the more than
6,000 emails that he leaked.
He refused the deal. The

prosecutor, Paige Clarkson,
did not respond to an email
from The Associated Press.
She confirmed to Willamette
Week that a call took place
but did not elaborate, the
newspaper reported.

Facing mounting legal
fees, Rodgers has turned
to an online crowdfunding
campaign to raise money.

In February, with
Kitzhaber and his fiancee
embroiled in a conflict-of-
interest scandal, a technology
staffer received a request
from Kitzhaber’s assistant
asking that emails from the
then-governor’s  personal
account be deleted from
state servers. The request
rose through the chain of
command to Rodgers, who
refused to delete them.

Rodgers told Willamette
Week that he went to his boss,
Michael Jordan, a Kitzhaber
appointee and close ally of
the then-governor, who said
he’d find out from the gover-
nor’s staff what was going
on. Jordan later told him the
governor’s staff wanted to
review the emails. He copied
them to thumb drives and,
fearing they’d eventually

be deleted, he made a copy
for himself. Rodgers said he
was unsure what to do with
the emails he had. He told
Willamette Week he didn’t
trust the state police, which
was part of Kitzhaber’s
administration, and found
that a majority of the Oregon
Supreme Court and all of the
Oregon Government Ethics
Commission comprised
political appointees.

He said he turned to a state
human resources official who
suggested he go to the media.

Willamette Week reports
that Rodgers gave the
emails to the newspaper
under the condition that he
remain anonymous and that
none of the documents that
were clearly about personal
matters would be published.

Based on the information
provided by Rodgers, the
newspaper reported on Feb.
12 that Kitzhaber’s staff had

requested the destruction
of the emails. His spokes-
woman said they were

from a personal account
and archived by mistake.
The report escalated the
already growing pressure on
Kitzhaber to resign.

Bill extends rape statute of limitations

By PETER WONG
Capital Bureau

SALEM — The Senate
Judiciary Committee
Wednesday approved a bill
doubling Oregon’s statute
of limitation on rape to 12
years.

House Bill 2317, which
has already cleared the
House, moves to the full
Senate  without change,
despite pleas that Oregon’s
statute of limitations should
be set even longer.

Advocates had urged
the committee to extend the
deadline for prosecutions to
20 years.

“It took me years not only
to disclose everything Pastor
Mike did to me, but to even
realize just how badly the
abuse affected my life,” said
Jessica Watson, one of seven
victims of Mike Sperou, who
was convicted April 30 in
Multnomah County Circuit
Court.

Sperou, 64, was pastor at
a Happy Valley church. He
was convicted in connection
with only the youngest of

the seven victims, who all
chose to go on the record.
The statute of limitations
barred his prosecution on
crimes involving the others,
including Watson.

Watson and others favored
an extension to 20 years — or
even no limit.

“But it was not the statute
of limitations that failed
them,” said Thomas Sermak,
executive director of Public
Defender of Marion County
Inc., in opposing the change.
“The system failed them in
other ways.”

The proposed 12-year
limit would apply to four
first-degree  sex  crimes:
Rape, sodomy, unlawful
sexual penetration and sex
abuse.

The House bill mimics
the change that lawmakers
made in 2005, when victims
of sex crimes under age 18
have until age 30 to seek

prosecution.
Oregon most recently
increased its statute of

limitations for rape and other
serious sex crimes in 1989,
when lawmakers raised it

from three to six years. There
is no limit, however, if there
is DNA evidence available.

The current deadline puts
Oregon among the states
with the shortest periods,
according to the Rape, Abuse
and Incest National Network.
About 40 states set it at 10
years or longer, and 28 of
them have no limits.

Sen. Floyd Prozanski,
D-Eugene, the Judiciary
Committee chairman,

described the 12-year limit as
a stopgap pending a review
of the limitations for first-de-
gree sex crimes. He said he
seeks a recommendation that
lawmakers can be prepared
to act on in the 2016 session.

Challenged by Danielle
Tudor, a 1989 rape victim
who told her story in the
Portland Tribune on Feb. 10,
Prozanski said the review is
not a “smokescreen” to head
off legislative approval of a
still-longer limit.

“I feel we have to go
through a  deliberative
process and ensure that we
are doing right,” Prozanski
said.
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