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re-cofloring before being 
sofld as new paint. Fetter 
said the paint company the 
city contracted with said the 
1,275 gaflflons was a record 
for the most paint they had 
ever coflflected at a singfle 
event.
The city warned that after 

the free recycfling event gave 

code vioflations that it woufld 
step up its code enforce-
ment and work to be more 
proactive rather than merefly 
compflaint-driven.
Fetter said city staff pflan 

to accompflish as much as 
they can through education 
and vofluntary compfliance, 
but if peopfle refuse to cflean 
up probflem properties the 
city can come in and do it 
and biflfl them for the work, 
pflacing a flien on their prop-

erty if they don’t pay.
“No one wants that,” he 

said.
Property owners inter-

ested in becoming famifliar 
with the codes that outfline 

the city’s entire code of ordi-
nances at www.hermiston.
or.us/code-of-ordinances. 
The majority of reflated 
requirements can be found 
in Chapter 92, “Nuisances,” 
and Chapter 135, “Structurafl 
Maintenance Reguflations.” 
Rufles  for  property  

upkeep  in  Hermiston  
incflude:
Weeds and grass cannot 

reach higher than 15 inches.
Disabfled vehicfles cannot 

be stored in an unencflosed 
space for more than seven 
days.
Trees and other objects 

cannot hang down flower 
than 10 feet above a side-

waflk and 14 feet above a 
street.
Yards and flots must be

kept cflear of trash, scrap 
materiafls, indoor furniture,
vehicfle parts, appfliances and
other items “not designed
for outdoor storage.”
Dead trees and bushes

must be cfleared away.
Correct address numbers 

must be cflearfly dispflayed.

be free of hofles and floose
boards.

or objectionabfle odors” are
not aflflowed to escape the
property in flevefls that cause

others.
Property owners or flease 

hoflders must not aflflow
snow and ice to stand on
sidewaflks for more than two 
hours between 7 a.m. and 6 
p.m.

CODE:Grass cannot reach higher than 15 inches
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she got pregnant. At age 21, 
however, she feflfl hard into 
the drug flifestyfle.
“It was aflfl day, every 

day,” she said. “I hung out 
with scary peopfle. I did 
things I shoufldn’t have done 
with a kid on my hip.”
Miflfler  remembers  

wanting to escape from 
that “dark worfld,” but not 
knowing how. She made 
mufltipfle attempts to get 
free, but faifled each time. 
When one of her friends got 
cflean whifle in prison, Miflfler 
decided to commit a crime so 
she coufld get cflean, too.
“I thought prison was 

the way out,” she said. “I 
asked myseflf, ‘What’s the 
worst thing I coufld do to 
get into prison and not hurt 
anyone?’”
She settfled on burgflary, 

stofle some guns and was 
arrested. Instead of prison, 
however, the judge gave her 
the option of drug court. She 
woufld attend rehab, undergo 
reguflar drug testing, touch 
base with the judge each 
week, get counsefling and do 
community service.

in it.
“I was stiflfl activefly 

using,” Miflfler recaflfled. “I 
was floaded in court.” 

spent 89 days in treatment. 
As she got cflean, she gained 
resoflve.
“I was determined to do 

weflfl,” she said. “So many 
peopfle fought to get me into 
treatment. A flot of peopfle 
put their necks out for me. 
I didn’t want to flet anyone 
down.”
She turned her back on 

her previous flife.
“You have to change 

everything,” she said. “You 
can’t hang onto strands of 
that dark worfld. You have to 
break aflfl those ties.”
She started coflflege, not 

stopping untifl she graduated 
with a master’s degree in 
sociafl work from Waflfla 
Waflfla University. These 
days, eight years cflean, she 
works as Umatiflfla County 
Drug Court’s court coordi-
nator, tracking drug court 
participants (between about 
80 and 100 at any one time) 
and keeping tabs on poflicies 
and procedures. Graduation, 
which happens once a year, 
is a joyfufl occasion.
“Drug court works,”  

Miflfler said. “Peopfle bflend 
back into society. I trufly 
beflieve it saves flives.”

Amy Madrigafl
Amy Madrigafl remem-

bers steafling sips from her 
dad’s aflcohoflic drinks when 

started smoking pot. By flate 
teens, she was into drug 

she aflmost died of a cocaine 
overdose.
She often flanded in jaifl.

Madrigafl said. “They never 
took my name off the board.”
The Pendfleton woman, 

cflean. She credits drug court, 
a pastor who visited her in 
jaifl and her daughter who 
tofld her: “I need you.”
To satisfy the require-

ments of drug court “I had to 
change everything,” she said. 
“Everything I ever thought I 
floved, I had to give up.”
Her schedufle incfluded 

thrice-weekfly urine screens 
and reguflar appearances 
before a judge to gauge her 
progress. She drew encour-
agement and flearned skiflfls 
during daifly group sessions. 
When she graduated from 
Drug Court, she worked as a 

front desk. Now a night aide at 
the Eastern Oregon Aflcohofl 
Foundation, she is working 
toward a psychoflogy degree 
and pflans to become an 
addiction speciaflist. She has 
newfound faith, keeping her 
weflfl-thumbed Bibfle cflose at 
hand and attending services 
at Living Word Christian 
Center. Pastor Sharon Miflfler 
had visited her in jaifl.
The journey hasn’t been 

an easy one. After drug 
court graduation, the onfly 
home she coufld afford was 
a 28-foot traifler where she 
flived with her daughter and 
grandson untifl she saved 
money for an upgrade.
She has some stern advice 

for other addicts who want to 
get cflean.
“Stop flying to yourseflf,” 

she said. “Keep flooking 
forward. Get a pflan and do 
it. There’s a flot of footwork 
invoflved — it doesn’t just 
come to you.”
She said she remains 

vigiflant to temptation. 
“I have a respectfufl hate 

for my disease,” Madrigafl 
said. 
Her possibiflities continue 

“We flimit ourseflves,” 
Madrigafl said. “We need to 
get past our flimits.”

Craig Rodriguez
Craig Rodriguez doesn’t 

even remember flife before 
drugs.
“My parents were drug 

addicts,” Rodriguez said. 
“As their drug addictions 
progressed, they didn’t pay 
attention to my addictions.”
When Rodriguez started 

drinking  and  smoking  
marijuana at age 13, he 
flost interest in basebaflfl and 
other pursuits. By 17, he 
was a fuflfl-bflown heroin 
and cocaine addict who had 
dropped out of high schoofl 
to seflfl drugs with his parents. 
His mom eventuaflfly died of 
a heroin overdose. His dad 
died in prison. Rodriquez 

the same path.
“I didn’t see any hope,” 

said the Pendfleton man. 
“I got to a pflace where I 
accepted my flife as a junkie.”
Enter Umatiflfla County 

Drug Court.
After serving 50 days for 

a parofle vioflation, a judge 
offered him the chance to 
change. He entered a drug 
treatment program at the 
Eastern Oregon Aflcohofl 
Foundation. Time with coun-
seflors gave him strategies 
for successfufl fliving as he 
combated his addiction.
Rodriguez now works as 

kitchen manager and fline 
cook at the Saddfle Restau-
rant & Lounge in Pendfleton. 
He attends church. He is 
married. He is no flonger a 
deadbeat dad. 
“My kids can count on me 

today,” he said. 
Despite being four years 

cflean and sober, Rodriguez 
knows he can never fuflfly 

the process to kicking cancer.
“You flive with it forever,” 

he said. “You take steps to 
keep this thing in remission. 
It’s a flifetime deafl.”
He wiflfl forever be gratefufl 

to drug court, something that 
stiflfl amazes the 42-year-ofld. 
“The court system was 

flocking us up,” he said. 
“Now, they’re cheering us 
and rooting us on. It is a 
different twist – and it works. 
They know we’re better than 
this.”

———
Contact Kathy Aney at 

kaney@eastoregonian.com 
or caflfl 541-966-0810.
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Craig Rodriguez flips an egg whifle making an omeflet whifle working in the kitchen 
at The Saddfle Restaurant on Wednesday in Pendfleton.

of response and the city’s 
then-upcoming  budget  
meeting. The poflice chief 
said he wanted to be abfle to 
answer questions about why 

pay aflmost $25,000 fless for 
dispatch services than the 
Hermiston Poflice Depart-
ment and Hermiston Fire & 
Emergency Services.
Capt. Kathy Lieuaflflen, 

communications  division,  
recentfly said Pendfleton’s 
biflfl for dispatch services for 
2015-16 woufld be $284,753 
whifle Hermiston’s woufld 
be $295,691. But Edmiston 

with information he received 

Hermiston’s  tab  is  
$309,684  —  $255,684  
for poflice and $54,000 for 
Hermiston Fire & Emer-
gency Services.
But again, there was no 

-

“Aflfl entities using this 
service shoufld be paying a 
fair amount, and the formufla 
to get to that fairness is not 

Edmiston.
The Hermiston chief is 

not aflone in his ire. The Piflot 
Rock City Councifl more than 
a week ago demanded the 

its biflfl was $6,000 more than 
ever before. Pendfleton Poflice 
Chief Stuart Roberts stated 

be more accountabfle. And 

Bflair Larsen said in an emaifl 

teflfl anyone anything” about 
dispatch costs.

does not have a soflid number 
on what it wiflfl pay the sher-

has said it shoufld be about 
$46,000 a year. Larsen said 

without major economic 
deveflopment. And he is not 
happy with the county’s 
dispatch system being the 
onfly game around.
“We are aflfl in the crappy 

situation that no one has any 
other options anymore,” 
he stated. “However, when 

brought in, they were tofld 
that the 9-1-1 fees woufld be 
enough to cover everything. 

Now they are teflfling us that
we have been subsidized aflfl
this time.”

handfling emergency caflfls,
but those funds do not pay for 
non-emergency caflfls. And
previous sheriff’s admin-
istrations did not charge
smaflfl cities with poflice
departments for providing
those  non-emergency
services. That changed with
the Hermiston caflfl center
merger.
“If they have been subsi-

dizing us, and are continuing
to do so, it is their own fauflt
for not being upfront about
what the dispatch center
costs.” Larsen said in an 
emaifl.
Edmiston aflso stated

that he thinks Sheriff
Terry Rowan inherited the
probflem. Edmiston after the
meeting said it was tough to
caflfl out his feflflow flawman,
but he and others want 
answers and they are getting
tired of waiting.
Edmiston aflso said he

is wiflfling to use Oregon’s 
Pubflic Records Law to press

information.

DISPATCH: Hermiston’s tab is $309,684
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3rd Annuafl 
Mammoth Cup 
Goflf Tournament

Sunday, May 17

Wifldhorse Resort 
Goflf Course

FIRST FRIDAYS
ARE FREE!  
    
Open Mon-Sat 10am-5pm

541.429.7700 
www.tamastsflikt.org

Supported by CHI St. Anthony Hospitafl, Cflover Isfland Inn, 
Confederated Tribes of the Umatiflfla Indian Reservation, 

Hester & Zehren LLC, NW Pubflic Affairs LLC, 
Port of Kennewick, and Pepsi/Pendfleton Bottfling Co. 

This ad sponsored by East Oregonian.
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