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Pregnancy Care Services plans fundralsmg events

By TAMMY MALGESINI
East Oregonian

A nonprofit  organization
that provides free pregnancy
tests and counseling to anyone
experiencing an unplanned preg-
nancy has set fundraising events
in Hermiston and Pendleton this
weekend.

Pregnancy Care Services is
hosting its fourth annual Walk
for Life, which also includes a
fun run, in Hermiston and the
Mayfest in Pendleton.

The Hermiston event begins
with on-site registration Saturday
at 8:30 a.m., with the walk/run
beginning at 9 a.m. at the Oxbow
Trail at the Riverfront Park
trailhead, Orchard Extension
Loop, Hermiston. The walk is
approximately one mile.

Participants may  sponsor
themselves by making a dona-
tion or obtaining pledges from
people. Prizes will be awarded
for different pledge amounts.
Gift certificates for pizza, frozen

yogurt, bowling and aquatic
center passes are among the items
available.

Debbie Cissna, director of the
Hermiston program, said if people
wanted to make donations, it costs
about $25 to provide counseling
for a woman who comes in for a
pregnancy test for an unplanned
pregnancy.

The Pendleton event, which is
also Saturday, runs from 9:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. at Roy Raley Park,
1205 S.W. Court Ave., Pendleton.
The run and walk begins at 10
a.m., including a 20-block walk
or 5K run.

Activities, games, a bouncy
house, face painting and a free
lunch for participants runs from
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.. Prizes will
be awarded for most sponsors,
most money collected and best
time. In addition, there will be
door prizes.

Founded in 1993 in Pendleton,
the organization expanded to
Hermiston in 2011. It includes
paid directors at both sites and

also includes volunteers.

Cissna said the organization
provides  confidential  and
comprehensive information about
options in a nurturing and caring
environment. The pregnancy
options counseling includes infor-
mation for those planning to keep
their baby, including pregnancy
and parenting eduction, as well as
information and support for those
choosing adoption or abortion.

“The girls are more satisfied
with the choice they make when
they are given all of the infor-
mation, then they can make an
educated choice,” Cissna said.

Pregnancy Care Services is
located at 1055 S. Highway 395,
Suite 111, Hermiston, and 311
S.E. Dorion Ave., Pendleton. For
more information, call 541-567-
2393, 541-276-5757 or visit
Www.optionsinpregnancy.com.

Contact Community Editor
Tammy Malgesini at tmalgesini@
eastoregonian.com or 541-564-
4539
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Timothy Klein smiles while Cynthia Ascencio paints a design on his arm
during a past Pregnancy Care Services Life Walk event in Hermiston.
The nonprofit organization, which provides women with free services
throughout their pregnancy, will host fundraising events in Hermiston
and Pendleton this weekend.
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