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A week after
quake, Nepal still
needs tents, food

KATHMANDU, Nepal
(AP) — Nearly a week after
a massive earthquake killed
more than 6,200 people
and collapsed buildings,
temples and homes, Nepal
still urgently needs basic aid
like shelter and food, while
remote villages remain cut
off from help.

Aid workers still face
“immense logistical
challenges,” U.N.
humanitarian chief Valerie
Amos said Friday, noting
that the scale of the
devastation in Nepal would
be an obstacle for any
government.

The U.N. has estimated
the magnitude-7.8 quake
that struck April 25 affected
8.1 million people — more
than a fourth of Nepal’s
population of 27.8 million.

In Kathmandu, rescue
workers in orange jumpsuits
continued to search through
collapsed buildings, but
fewer tents were standing in
a central part of the capital
that had been packed with
people in the first few days.
Some residents who had
been fearful of aftershocks
have left the city or moved
elsewhere.

The government
announced it was giving
the equivalent of $1,000
to families of each person
killed and another $400 for
funeral costs, state-run Nepal
Radio said Friday.

More than 130,000
houses were destroyed in
the quake, according to the
U.N. humanitarian office.
Near the epicenter, north of
Kathmandu, whole villages
were in ruins, and residents
were in desperate need of
temporary shelters against
the rain and cold.

7 killed during
anti-cartel violence
in Mexico

GUADALAJARA,
Mexico (AP) — At least
seven people died as flames
and gunfire erupted around
the western Mexico state
of Jalisco on Friday when a
military operation targeting
a violent drug cartel was
launched at the start of a
three-day holiday weekend.

Suspected cartel members
stopped buses and trucks to
block key highways in the
state capital of Guadalajara
and other cities, snarling
traffic on a day Mexicans
took to the road in droves.
Officials said banks and gas
stations were firecbombed.

Gunmen fired on a
military helicopter, killing
three soldiers and forcing
it to make an emergency
landing about 150 miles
southwest of Guadalajara.
Ten soldiers and two federal
police officers were injured
and three soldiers remained
missing, a defense ministry
statement said.

Kobani still a ghost
town, months after
liberation from IS

SURUC, Turkey (AP)
— The battle for the Syrian
border town of Kobani
was a watershed in the war
against the Islamic State
group — Syrian Kurdish
forces fought the militants
in rubble-strewn streets
for months as U.S. aircraft
pounded the extremists from
the skies until ultimately
expelling them from the
town earlier this year.

It was the Islamic State’s
bloodiest defeat to date in
Syria. But now, three months
since Kobani was liberated,
tens of thousands of its
residents are still stranded in
Turkey, reluctant to return
to a wasteland of collapsed
buildings and at a loss as to
how and where to rebuild.

The Kurdish town on the
Turkish-Syrian border is still
a haunting, apocalyptic vista
of hollowed out facades
and streets littered with
unexploded ordnance — a
testimony to the massive
price that came with the
victory over IS.

There is no electricity
or clean water, nor any
immediate plans to restore
basic services and start
rebuilding. While grateful
for the U.S. airstrikes
that helped turn the tide,
residents say their wretched
situation underscores the
lack of any follow-up.

Rage to relief in Baltimore as 6 officers charged in death

Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Rage
turned to relief in Baltimore
on Friday when the city’s
top prosecutor charged six
police officers with felonies
ranging from assault to
murder in the death of
Freddie Gray.

State’s Attorney Marilyn
Mosby said Gray’s arrest
was illegal and unjustified,
and that his neck was broken
because he was handcuffed,
shackled and placed head-
first into a police van, where
his pleas for medical atten-
tion were repeatedly ignored
as he bounced around inside
the small metal box.

The swiftness of her
announcement, less than
a day after receiving the
police department’s criminal
investigation and official
autopsy results, took the
city by surprise. So too did
her detailed description,
based in part on her office’s
independent  investigation,
of the evidence supporting
probable cause to charge all
six officers with felonies.

The police had no reason
to stop or chase after Gray,
Mosby said. They falsely
accused him of having an
illegal switchblade when in
fact it was a legal pocket-
knife.

The wvan driver and
the other officers failed
to strap him down with a
seatbelt, a direct violation of
department policy, and they
ignored Gray’s repeated
pleas for medical attention,
even rerouting the van to
pick up another passenger.

Mosby did not say
whether there was any indi-
cation the driver deliberately
drove erratically, causing
Gray’s body to strike the
van’s interior. In 2005, a
man died of a fractured spine
after he was transported
in a Baltimore police van
in handcuffs and without
a seat belt. At a civil trial,
an attorney for his family
successfully argued police
had given him a “rough
ride.”

The officers missed five
opportunities to help an
injured and falsely impris-
oned detainee before he
arrived at the police station
no longer breathing, she

Attention Current and Former

Hanford Workers

e SEC petition recently submitted for approval to cover
DOE contractors and subcontractors who worked at
the facility from 1984 to 1990 (with some exclusions)

e Many workers will now be eligible for monetary and
medical benefits that were previously denied under
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People celebrate in the street the day of the announcement of charges against the
police officers involved in Freddie Gray’s arrest, Friday in Baltimore.

said. Along the way, “Mr.
Gray suffered a severe and
critical neck injury as a
result of being handcuffed,
shackled by his feet and
unrestrained inside of the
BPD wagon,” she said.

Her announcement
triggered celebrations across
the same West Baltimore
streets that were smoldering
just four days earlier, when
Gray’s funeral led to riots
and looting.

“We are satisfied with
today’s charges,” Gray’s
stepfather, Richard Shipley,
told a news conference.
“These charges are an
important step in getting
justice for Freddie.”

But a lawyer hired by
the police union insisted the
officers did nothing wrong.
Attorney Michael Davey
said Friday that Mosby has
committed “an egregious
rush to judgment.”

“We have grave concerns
about the fairness and integ-
rity of the prosecution of our
officers,” Davey said.

Mosby rejected a police
union request to step aside
and appoint a special prose-
cutor to handle the case, and
said honorable police offi-
cers should have no problem
working with prosecutors in
Baltimore.

Other law enforcement
veterans  worried  that
the charges could have
a chilling effect. Robert
Leight, a former detective
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dose reconstruction

¢ Eligibility is based on work history and type of

work-related illness

Join us for an Important Meeting on the

in Pennsylvania who has
worked for the FBI and as
a federal prosecutor and
defense attorney, said “the
biggest danger is that the
police officer will not prop-
erly perform his duties.”

“It puts him at risk, it puts
the other officers around
him at risk, and it puts the
public at risk,” Leight said.
“A police officer must react
instinctively as he has been
trained. If a police officer
first thinks about what
liabilities he will be facing,
it’s too late.”

Gray was stopped by
police in Sandtown, a
poor, overwhelmingly
African-American  neigh-
borhood in West Baltimore.
He locked eyes with a police
officer and then ran. Two
blocks later, they pinned him
to the sidewalk, handcuffed
him and dragged him into
a transport van, a scene
captured on Dbystander’s
cellphone video and shown
around the world.

Mosby said the police
review, the autopsy and her
own office’s investigation
all point to homicide.

The  officers  were
booked Friday on charges
ranging from assault and
manslaughter, carrying
10-year prison sentences,
to second-degree “depraved
heart” murder, which could
put the van driver in prison
for 30 years if convicted.

In a city that struggles

daily with pervasive poverty
and widespread joblessness,
failing schools, drug addic-
tion, a crumbling infrastruc-
ture and corruption, Gray’s
death has become emblem-
atic of the broad social and
economic problems holding
Baltimore down.

But unlike other major
cities grappling with police
killings, Baltimore’s mayor,
state’s attorney and police
commissioner are black,
like the majority of the city’s
population.

Three of the officers
charged in the case,
including the van driver,
are also black, according
to online court records.
The other three are listed
as belonging to the broad
category of “White, Cauca-
sian, Asiatic Indian, Arab,”
without further elaboration.

The city, which has
been on edge since Gray’s
death on April 19, remains
under a nighttime curfew,
with 2,000 National Guard
troops augmenting police
reinforcements from around
the state of Maryland. Malik
Shabazz, the president of
Black Lawyers for Justice,
says  Saturday’s  protest
march will now be a “victory
rally,” and said Mosby is
“setting a standard for pros-
ecutors all over the nation.”

At City Hall, Andrea
Otom, 41, sobbed with

something like joy.

“You have to be able to
expect that at some time,
the pendulum will swing in
your favor, and in the black
community we’ve seen
it over and over and over
where it doesn’t,” Otom
said. “I’m so happy to see a
day where the pendulum has
finally begun to swing.”

U.S. Rep. Elijah
Cummings, a Democrat
from West Baltimore, not far
from where Gray was raised
and arrested, said the neigh-
borhood and others like it
“have never seen a victory.”

“So many felt like the
system had worked against
them,” Cummings said
Friday. “As we approach
the evening of our lives, we
want to make sure our chil-
dren have a better morning.”

In an  impassioned
statement delivered shortly
after the charges were made
public, Mayor Stephanie
Rawlings-Blake warned that
police misconduct will not
be tolerated on her watch.

“To those of you who
wish to engage in brutality,
misconduct, racism and
corruption, let me be clear,”
she said, “there is no place
in the Baltimore City Police
Department for you.”

Rashawn Ray, a sociol-
ogist at the University of
Maryland, said the murder
and manslaughter charges in
Gray’s death shape a debate
that goes much deeper than
legal limits on use of force
by police officers. It has
triggered the frustration,
anger and hopelessness of
generations of disenfran-
chised people in Baltimore’s
most marginalized neigh-
borhoods, he said.

“This definitely seems
like the first time in recent
history that the state has done
what the community feels is
the right thing,” Ray said.
“These charges become a
representation of culpability,
responsibility, that the state
can’t just treat citizens like
they are not human beings.”

“It’s symbolic not just of
police brutality,” Ray said.
“Maybe we are progressing
toward the equality that we
should have been moving
toward decades ago.”

When Caring, Quality and Commitment
A + ANl Make a Difference.
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Call Today for your FREE
Assessment Providing
Personalized In-home
Care 24/7

541-429-8099
920 Frazier Ave ste 212
Pendleton Or 97801

www.aghcinc.com

e Personal Care  * Checks

* Housekeeping e Meal

e Appointments Preparation
e Bathing e Laundry

e Companionship e Home Care
® Respit Care e Grooming

e Errands e Medication
e Memory Care Assistance
e Cognition e Insurance
eGroceries Billing

¢ Blood Pressure
Insured ¢ Bonded ¢ Licensed

ANNUAL HERITAGE HOME TOUR

A fun-filled event with refreshments, presentation on

tour of two turn-of-
the-century mansions.

Saturday, May 2™
Heritage Station Museum |

Two tour sessions offered: = 3%%

11 AM -2 PM or
12:15PM to 3 PM

the various home styles foun

d in Pendleton, and a

Recently Extended Special Exposure Cohort (SEC)!

Tue. May 5 Wed. & Thur. May 6-7

10am & 3pm 10am & 6pm
Hilton Garden Inn Red Lion Hanford House Hotel
401 E.Yakima Ave. 802 George Washington Way
Yakima, WA 98901 Richland, WA 99352

¢ Learn if you qualify for benefits up to 400,000 through
the Energy Employees Occupational lliness Compensation
Program Act (EEOICPA)

¢ Learn about no-cost medical benefit options

¢ Learn how to apply for consequential medical conditions
and impairement re-valuations
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‘ We did our part to keep America Free!l
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For More Information

888.903.8989

coldwarpatriots.org

Tickets: $20 if bought in advance: $30 on day of event.
*° Call Heritage Station

o OO, — Museum at
HERITAGE STATION  ,541-276-0012
The Umatilla County Historical Society Museum for lnformatlon

GOMPLETE
ADULT PAIR
FRAME &
LENSES
$99.00
2ND
COMPLETE
PAIR $49.50

Single vision, bifocal, trifocal or no line progressive
plastic lenses. 2nd pair can be same or made for
readers, computer or TV. Excellent selection of frames.
Some restrictions apply. Any upgrades at regular price.

DR. TODD G. ANDERSON, OD
eye exams $90.00

Se Habla Espanol
Saturday appointments available
Same day service - Most prescription lenses
(including Saturdays)

out of town purchasers, receive $25 gas card with this ad.
(with $100 purchase of eyewear)

AFFORDABLE FAMILY
EYEWEAR

1045 N. 1st St., Hermiston ¢ 541-567-3790
www.affordablefamilyeyewear.com




