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Gay marriage a difficult issue for GOP hopefuls

By DAVID CRARY
AP National Writer

NEW YORK For
Democratic politicians,
same-sex marriage has be-
come an easy issue: They’re
for it. Many Republican VIPs
— notably the presidential
hopefuls — face a far more
complicated landscape.

Looming ahead for
these contenders are early
contests in states such as lowa
and South Carolina, where
a major role will be played
by conservative Christian
voters firmly opposed to
same-sex marriage. Further
down the road is the 2016
general election, where the
nominee will likely need
backing from independents
and moderate Republicans
who support gay unions.

“Republicans are trying
to thread the needle on this,
with varying degrees of skill.
It doesn’t take a genius to fig-
ure out why,” said Gregory
Angelo, executive director
of Log Cabin Republicans,
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Former Arkansas Republican Gov. Mike Huckabee
speaks at the Republican Leadership Summit in Nash-

ua, N.H.

which represents gay conser-
vatives and seeks to make the
GOP more inclusive.

“The more shrewd mem-
bers of the field know that
in order to win the general
election, they cannot be in
absolute opposition to LGBT
equality,” Angelo said. “If
that is their position, they
automatically turn off a large
portion of the electorate.”

Some of the most conser-

vative contenders — such as
Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas and
former Arkansas Gov. Mike
Huckabee — are comfort-
able using forceful language
in opposing gay marriage
and railing against judges
who have struck down state
laws against it. Others, even
while sharing disapproval
of gay marriage, have used
softer phrasing.

Sen. Marco Rubio of Flor-

ida says he’d attend a same-
sex wedding of someone
close to him, and remarked
that sexual preference is
something most people are
born with, not a choice. Sen.
Rand Paul of Kentucky has
suggested gay couples could
enter into civil contracts.
And former Florida Gov.
Jeb Bush, after a court order
made gay marriage legal in
his home state, urged respect
for the rule of law.

Bush added: “I hope that
we can also show respect for
the good people on all sides
of the gay and lesbian mar-
riage issue, including cou-
ples making lifetime com-
mitments to each other who
are seeking greater legal pro-
tections and those of us who
believe marriage is a sacra-
ment and want to safeguard
religious liberty.”

The U.S. Supreme Court
will hear oral arguments in
four states’ same-sex mar-
riage cases on April 28, and
by the end of June is expected
to rule on whether such mar-

riages — now allowed in 36
states — should be recognized
nationwide. Cruz has signed
a brief filed with the high
court on behalf of 57 GOP
lawmakers, urging the justices
not to impose a nationwide
rule and instead to let the
political debate continue.

Opinion polls show that
a majority of Americans, in-
cluding young Republicans,
favor nationwide legaliza-
tion. A Supreme Court rul-
ing to that effect might be a
relief to some GOP candi-
dates, such as Wisconsin
Gov. Scott Walker, who has
made clear that gay marriage
is not a favorite topic.

“Jeb Bush and Scott
Walker want to have this
be settled law before the
presidential election really
gets going, so they can move
on,” said Marc Solomon, na-
tional campaign director for
the advocacy group Freedom
to Marry.

In the 2012 GOP primary
campaign, most of the lead-
ing candidates endorsed the

idea of a federal constitution-
al amendment to ban same-
sex marriage. The current
contenders no longer broach
that idea, instead urging the
Supreme Court to avoid a
nationwide ruling for gay
marriage and leave the
matter to the states.

“It’s important that cit-
izens, not judges, define
marriage,” said Ryan An-
derson, a research fellow at
the conservative Heritage
Foundation. “For all these
candidates, that’s the mes-
sage | want to see.”

However, some conserva-
tive leaders already are brac-
ing for a possible Supreme
Court decision in favor of
same-sex marriage.

“I would want presidential
candidates who understand
the need to protect religious
liberty in the aftermath of a
Supreme Court decision,”
said the Rev. Russell Moore,
president of the Southern
Baptist Convention’ Ethics
and Religious Liberty Com-
mission.
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Karen Bragato, Angela Bragato, Frank Rodriguez, Jana
Smith and Shelbi Hemphill pray together during a
past National Day of Prayer gathering in Hermiston.
This year’s event is Thursday, May 7 at 6:30 p.m. at
Hermiston High School.

Day of Prayer returns
to McKenzie Park

By TAMMY MALGESINI
East Oregonian

A gathering of prayer and
thanksgiving is planned in
Hermiston in recognition of
the National Day of Prayer.

Rob Lovett, who
participates in the worship
and praise team at New
Beginnings Church, said a
group of about 10 volunteers
are organizing the event in
hopes of attracting at least
1,000 people. During the past
few years, Lovett said about
100 people have participated
in a gathering at McKenzie
Park during the National Day
of Prayer, which is held the

first Thursday in May.
This year’s event is
Thursday, May 7 at 6:30 p.m.

in the gymnasium at Hermis-
ton High School, 600 S. First
St. There’s no admission fee
for the non-denominational
gathering.

“It’s an event that has its
origins in the birth of our na-
tion,” Lovett said. “In 1789,
the joint sessions of Congress
asked then-president George
Washington if he would
proclaim a national day of
thanksgiving and prayer.”

The Jacob Looper band
will play music prior to and

during the event. The gather-
ing will include a presenta-
tion of the colors, including
the American flag and the
Christian flag, Lovett said.
A Spanish-language trans-
lator will be on hand to in-
terpret speakers and prayers
throughout the event. In
addition, Lovett said La Ley,
Hermiston’s  Spanish-lan-
guage radio station, will
broadcast from the event.

Lovett said prayers will be
said on behalf of the govern-
ment — including the feder-
al, state and local levels —
the military, the media, the
business community, educa-
tional institutions, churches
and families.

“We believe prayer is a
very necessary thing,” Lovett
said. “In the Bible, God tells
us if my people will call my
name, humble themselves,
repent of sins and I will hear
from heaven and I will heal
the land.”

For more information,
contact Lovett at 541-571-
7033 or rob@greaterhermis-
tonareateaparty.com.

Contact Community Ed-
itor Tammy Malgesini at

tmalgesini@eastoregonian.
com or 541-564-4539
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Presbyterian
preschool sets
registration

PENDLETON —
Registration for the 2015-16
school year is scheduled for
the Presbyterian Preschool.

Held at Pendleton First
Presbyterian Church, the
3-year-old classes are
Tuesday and Thursdays
from 9-11:30 a.m. and the
classes for 4-5 year olds are
Monday, Wednesday and
Fridays from 9 a.m. to noon.

Registration is Monday,
May 4 at 6:30 p.m. at the
church, 201 S.W. Dorion
Ave., Pendleton. There
is a $50 non-refundable
registration fee. Eligible
children must be 3 or 4 years
old by Sept. 1, 2015.

The curriculum is based
on social development
and creative skills with
a foundation in reading
and writing readiness.
Children are encouraged
to make discoveries about

themselves, to make new
friends, and to participate
in large and small muscle
development.

For more information,
call 541-276-7681.

Baptist church
hosts evangelist

PENDLETON —
Evangelist Richard Green
will share from God’s word
at Pendleton Baptist Church.

Green, who was born,
raised and educated in
Johannesburg, South Africa,
has conducted crusades in 63
countries around the world.
He will share in Pendleton
Sunday at 11 a.m. and 7 p.m.
and nightly Monday through
Wednesday at 7 p.m. The
church is located at 3202
S.W. Nye Ave., Pendleton.

There is no admission
charge and everyone
is welcome. For more
information, contact
541-276-7590 or
seanchriswhite(@q.com.

Catholics say final farewell to Chicago’s Cardinal George

CHICAGO (AP)
Cardinal Francis George
was remembered Thursday
as a man of deep faith, in-
tellect and compassion as
Catholics said their final
goodbyes to the man who
led the nation’s third-largest
archdiocese and was known

as a vigorous defender of

Roman Catholic orthodoxy.

George also  didn’t
hesitate to speak his mind,
even if it was unscripted
and, at times, controversial,
said Seattle Archbishop J.
Peter Sartain, who delivered
the homily at a packed fu-
neral Mass.

“The cardinal’s faith was
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Adams Community
Church

Duane Geyer, Pastor
140 N. Main,
Adams, OR

566-9457

Worship
9 am

Grace Baptist Church
555 SW 11th, Hermiston
567-9497
Nursery provided for all services
Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Worship - 10:45 AM
6:00 pm
Wed Prayer & Worship - 7:00 PM
“Proclaiming God’s word,
growing in God’s grace”

FAITH LUTHERAN
CHURCH

in Mission for Christ LCMC
Bible Study.......ccccceend 9:00 AM
Sunday Worship........... 10:30 AM

Red Lion Hotel
( Oregon Trail Room )

www.faithpendleton.org

Community
Presbyterian Church

14 Martin Drive,
Umatilla, OR
922-3250

Worship: 10 AM Sunday
School at 11:30
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INVITING _ENRICHING
INVOLVING EMPOWERING

SUNDAY SERVICES
AM Celebration-10:00am
AM Kids Place -10:00am
The Connection--6:00pm

Groups for all ages:
Adults, Children, Youth, & College
Thursdays
Celebrate Recovefy-6:00pm
Celebration Place-6:00pm
Other Groups Available Weekly

For more info visit
WWW.PENDLETONFIRST.COM
1911 SE Court Ave

541-276-6417
Assembly of God Church
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Cardinal Francis George

simple, direct, without pre-
tense or embarrassment,”
Sartain said. “He was so
utterly a Christian that no
circumstance seemed in-
appropriate for him to give
witness to Christ.”

George, a Chicago na-
tive, died Friday at age 78, of

kidney cancer. He was to be
buried Thursday in his fam-
ily’s plot at All Saints Cem-
etery in nearby Des Plaines.
After being appointed by
Pope John Paul II in 1997
to lead the Chicago Arch-
diocese, George earned a
reputation as an intellectual
leader and a leading figure in
some of the most prominent
events in the U.S. Church.
At the height of the abuse
crisis in 2002, George led a
group of U.S. bishops who
persuaded resistant Vatican
officials to more quickly oust
guilty priests — a policy at
the core of reforms meant
to restore trust in church

leaders. He also oversaw
the contentious new En-
glish-language  translation
of the Roman Missal, one of
the biggest changes in Cath-
olic worship in generations.

And in his three years as
president of the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops,
George spearheaded oppo-
sition to the Affordable Care
Act, arguing that the health
insurance law would allow
taxpayer money to fund abor-
tion. The Chicago archdio-
cese’s charitable arm helped
sue the Obama administration
in 2012 over the requirement
that employers cover the cost
of contraception.
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OPEN HEARTS - OPEN DOOR
www.graceandmercylutheran.org

Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School 10:00 a.m. (Nursery Provided)
Fellowship, Refreshments & Sunday School
Check Out our Facebook Page or Website for
More Information

541-289-4535

Tom Inch, Pastor
Grace and Mercy Lutheran Church, ELCA
164 E. Main St. / P.O. Box 1108
Hermiston, Oregon 97838
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{ FIRST CHURCH OF GOD
First Service @ 8:30am
Second Service @ 10:30am

712 SW 27th Pendleton
541-276-1894
www.fcogpendleton.com

Living Word
Christian Genter

Sunday Worship Service
10:00 AM
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00 PM
Sharon Miller, Pastor

401 Northgate ¢ Pendleton
278-8082

www.livingwordcc.com
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St. Jotne
All People
Are Welcome
Scripture, Tradition
and Reason
Family service 9am Sunday

Gladys Ave & 7th Hermiston
Fr. Dan Lediard, Priest. PH:

567-6672
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH
-Presbyterian Church (USA)-

201 SW Dorion Ave.
Pendleton

Service of Worship - 10:00 am
Children’s Sunday School - 10:20 am
Fellowship - 11:00 am
www.pendletonpresbyterian.com

Open Hearted...Open Minded
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Sunday Worship Service

9:30 - Sunday School
10:30 - Worship Service

Wednesday Bible Study
5:30 Farnily Fellowship Meal  6:00 Bible Sty

COME AS YOU ARE

150 SE EMIGRANT
(541)276-3369

The Salvation Army

Canier for Worsiip & Sendoe

Faith Center Church

Worshiping God * Loving People
108 S. Main ¢ 276-9569
Sunday School 9:30 am
Sunday Worship 10:30 am
Sr. Pastor, Ray O’Grady

pendletonfaithcenter.org

Seventh-Day
Adventist Church

Saturday Services
Pendleton
1401 SW Goodwin Place
276-0882
Sabbath School 9:20 am
Worship Service 10:45 am

GRACE
BAPTIST
CHURCH

Services
Sunday School 9:45 a.m.
Sunday 11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
2809 S.W. Goodwin Ave.  Pendleton
541-276-3031

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH
(DISCIPLES OF CHRIST)
215 N Main = Pendleton
Ph:541-276-5358

Web: www.fccpendleton.org
Join us for 10:40am Sunday Worship

with Sunday School at 9:30am.
Wednesday Fellowship Meal & Study
Groups-Open to All Ages-at 5:15pm.
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First United

Methodist Church
352 SE 2nd St., Pendleton, OR
Office 276-2616
New Pastor Dr. Jim Pierce

Worship Service 9:00 AM
Fellowship 10:15 AM
Broadcast KUMA 11:00 AM
Childcare Available

Quality Nursery Care is
Offered at No Charge.

Choir practice
Sundays 8:30 AM
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Redeemer

& Episcopal Church

| 24T SE Second St. Pendleton
(541)276-3809
www.pendletonepiscopal.org
Sunday Morning Worship 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Worship Noon
Wednesday Evening Prayer
and Pot Luck 6:00 p.m.

All Are Welcome

Come meet Jesus at
PENDLETON
BAPTIST CHURCH

3202 S.W. Nye Avenue, Pendleton, OR
541-276-7590
Sunday Morning Worship
8:30 & 11:00 AM
Sunday Bible Classes 9:45 AM
Sunday Youth Group 6:00 PM

Awana Kids Club
Tuesdays 6:30 - 8:00 PM
K - 6th Grade (Sept-May)
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Peace [.ulheran Clllll‘Cll

210 NW 9th, Pendleton F-CA

’”_’) Join us Sundays

’ 9:30 am Sunday Worship
10:30 am Fellowship
11:00 am Sunday School & Adult Class

~Come and be at Peace~

on 1290 KUMA noon each Sunday

|New Hope Community Church

Miwistries for the extive fumily
1350 S Hwy 395, Hermiston

Sunday Worship Services:
9 am. & 10:45 a.m.

Classes for kids during both!
Call 567-8441 ma

Servicios en Espafiol
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AAPTIST CHURCH

585 SW Birch, Pilot Rock, OR 97868
(541) 443-2500

prbconline.blogspot.com
Sunday School: 9:30 am

Worship Service: 10:45 am

Wednesday Services:
Kids' Club: 6:00 pm
Youth Group: 7:00 pm

To share your worship
times call
Amanda Jacobs
541-278-2683



