
By CHRIS GRYGIEL
Associated Press

SEATTLE — The Seat-
tle Times has won a Pulitzer 
Prize for its coverage of a 
deadly landslide in Wash-
ington state that destroyed 
a small community north of 
Seattle, leaving 43 people 
dead.

The Times won the award 
Monday for Breaking News 
Reporting. The judges cited 
the “digital account” of the 
landslide “and the impressive 
follow-up reporting that ex-

plored whether the calamity 
could have been avoided.” 

It is the 10th Pulitzer Prize 
the newspaper has won, and 

The Times won the Pulitzer 
for Breaking News Reporting 
in 2010 and for Investigative 
Reporting in 2012.

Editor Kathy Best told 
staffers the newspaper’s 
landslide coverage honored 
the victims of the tragedy by 
providing timely, detailed re-

-
countable after a rain-sodden 
hillside collapsed on March 

22, 2014, sending tons of dirt, 
debris and rocks onto dozens 
of homes in Oso, Washing-
ton.

“We did what any good 
newsroom should do when 
a big story breaks,” Editor 
Kathy Best told the news-
room, which erupted in 
cheers after the award was 
announced. “We gave people 
accurate information when 
rumors and inaccuracies were 
swirling all over the place.”

In the days after the land-
slide, the deadliest in U.S. 
history, rescue crews and 

desperate family and friends 
used chain saws and their 
bare hands to pick through 
the debris looking for pos-
sible survivors. The number 

-

to accurately determine the 
number of people who were 

in the area 55 miles north of 
Seattle when the slide hit on a 
Saturday morning.

In its reporting, the news-
paper described how scien-
tists had warned for decades 
of the potential for a large 
landslide involving the hill 
that gave way, raising ques-

would allow construction in
the area.

“We asked hard questions
in the moment. When public

this was unforeseen,’ we 
showed that it was not un-
foreseen,” Best said.
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 0-2, Low  3-5, Moderate 6-7, High;
 8-10, Very High; 11+, Extreme

 The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™ num-
ber, the greater the need for eye and skin protection. 
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Yesterday’s National Extremes: (for the 48 contiguous states)

Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain, 
sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.

Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows.
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TODAY

76° 47°

80° 48°

Mostly sunny and 
warm

WEDNESDAY

Partly sunny, 
breezy and cooler

62° 36°

66° 36°

THURSDAY

Partly sunny

63° 41°

67° 39°

FRIDAY

Breezy with some 
sun

61° 39°

64° 37°

SATURDAY

62° 44°

66° 41°

Considerable 
cloudiness

First Full Last New

Apr 25
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May 3 May 11 May 17

Albuquerque 74 48 c 75 46 s
Atlanta 71 50 s 76 58 pc
Atlantic City 61 49 s 61 43 sh
Baltimore 67 43 s 65 39 sh
Billings 64 40 c 71 44 s
Birmingham 71 51 s 76 58 pc
Boise 76 46 s 73 41 s
Boston 63 45 sh 61 42 pc
Charleston, SC 77 54 s 81 63 pc
Charleston, WV 65 45 pc 63 38 sh
Chicago 54 33 c 52 31 c
Cleveland 58 40 sh 49 36 sh
Dallas 73 60 pc 78 65 t
Denver 65 37 pc 68 43 pc
Detroit 56 37 c 48 32 pc
El Paso 84 57 pc 81 55 s
Fairbanks 46 26 c 51 27 pc
Fargo 45 24 pc 52 21 s
Honolulu 84 71 pc 84 70 sh
Houston 79 64 pc 83 69 t
Indianapolis 62 40 sh 56 34 sh
Jacksonville 81 56 pc 85 61 pc
Kansas City 66 40 pc 59 38 pc
Las Vegas 84 59 s 78 59 pc
Little Rock 74 54 pc 74 54 t
Los Angeles 68 56 pc 68 54 pc

Louisville 68 51 sh 65 40 sh
Memphis 73 53 s 75 54 t
Miami 86 75 t 83 74 t
Milwaukee 49 31 pc 46 30 c
Minneapolis 44 30 c 50 28 s
Nashville 70 50 s 73 46 c
New Orleans 78 64 pc 84 71 t
New York City 68 50 pc 61 44 pc
Oklahoma City 73 53 c 71 54 t
Omaha 64 31 s 57 35 s
Philadelphia 67 48 s 66 42 sh
Phoenix 90 62 s 87 61 pc
Portland, ME 59 40 r 59 39 pc
Providence 67 43 sh 63 40 pc
Raleigh 72 48 s 77 53 pc
Rapid City 58 27 s 63 32 s
Reno 75 48 pc 69 46 pc
Sacramento 75 50 pc 78 50 pc
St. Louis 69 46 pc 62 41 pc
Salt Lake City 73 47 s 74 50 pc
San Diego 67 60 pc 68 59 pc
San Francisco 65 53 c 67 50 pc
Seattle 64 46 pc 57 43 c
Tucson 86 53 s 84 53 s
Washington, DC 70 51 s 67 46 sh
Wichita 73 44 c 63 44 pc

Astoria 56 44 pc 55 41 pc
Baker City 74 37 s 60 27 pc
Bend 70 35 pc 58 25 c
Brookings 61 46 pc 63 42 s
Burns 76 40 pc 65 24 pc
Enterprise 71 40 s 57 28 pc
Eugene 66 41 pc 60 35 pc
Heppner 75 43 pc 59 32 pc
Hermiston 80 48 pc 66 36 pc
John Day 74 41 pc 57 30 pc
Klamath Falls 71 39 t 63 28 pc
La Grande 74 45 s 60 30 pc
Meacham 68 35 s 53 26 pc
Medford 72 45 t 68 37 pc
Newport 55 42 pc 53 39 pc
North Bend 58 45 pc 56 42 pc
Ontario 79 46 s 73 41 s
Pasco 82 50 pc 68 38 pc
Pendleton 76 47 s 62 36 pc
Portland 64 46 pc 59 41 c
Redmond 73 35 pc 60 23 pc
Salem 65 41 pc 61 37 c
Spokane 74 45 s 60 35 pc
Ukiah 72 38 pc 56 29 c
Vancouver 64 44 pc 59 39 c
Walla Walla 78 49 s 62 41 pc
Yakima 82 45 pc 67 35 pc

Beijing 79 48 s 80 57 s
Hong Kong 79 71 c 80 71 s
Jerusalem 69 50 s 64 47 s
London 64 43 s 62 44 s
Mexico City 82 56 pc 80 54 pc
Moscow 45 29 pc 46 38 pc
Paris 70 48 s 70 45 s
Rome 69 49 s 69 51 s
Seoul 66 40 s 65 39 sh
Sydney 64 60 r 68 60 r
Tokyo 66 54 r 66 55 pc

Boardman WSW 6-12 WSW 12-25
Pendleton WNW 4-8 WSW 12-25

 Today Wednesday

 Today Wed.  Today Wed.

Forecasts and graphics provided by 
AccuWeather, Inc. ©2015

National Summary: As rain exits northern New England today, chilly air will trigger show-
ers over parts of the Midwest and central Appalachians. Showers and storms will affect 
South Florida and parts of Texas and Oklahoma.

 Today Wed.

 Today Wed.

High 94° in Needles, Calif. Low 15° in Elk Mountain, Wyo.

Western Washington: Periods of clouds and 
sunshine today; a shower in spots at the 
coast in the afternoon.

Coastal Oregon: Clouds and sun today with 
a shower in spots; cooler across the north.

Northern California: Clouds and sun today; 
a stray thunderstorm, but a shower in spots 
at the coast.

Eastern and Central Oregon: Partly sunny 
and very warm today; pleasant in the upper 
Treasure Valley.

Eastern Washington: Mostly sunny today. 
Partly cloudy tonight.

Cascades: Some sun, a thunderstorm 
around this afternoon; cooler across the 
north.
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through 3 p.m. yesterday

through 3 p.m. yesterday

Yesterday 75°  41°
Normals 63°  40°
Records 92° (1934) 18° (1927)

Yesterday 78°  36°
Normals 66°  40°
Records 90° (1934) 22° (1931)

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00"
Month to date 0.27"
Normal month to date 0.80"
Year to date 3.01"
Last year to date 5.16"
Normal year to date 4.76"

24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00"
Month to date 0.26"
Normal month to date 0.54"
Year to date 1.78"
Last year to date 3.06"
Normal year to date 3.65"

Sunrise today   6:00 a.m.
Sunset tonight   7:49 p.m.
Moonrise today   8:18 a.m.
Moonset today   11:22 p.m.
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WEATHER

Seattle Times wins Pulitzer for coverage of deadly landslide

 Rem em ber you r 
 loved one by placing a 
 M em orial ad for them .

 O nly  $ 25
 Ru ns  Satu rday, M ay 23 rd

 in the  Actu al size of ad (1x2)

 John
 Sm ith
 07/08/72
 05/02/12

 You will forever be in 
 ou r hearts.
 M om  &  D ad

 Please have you r info in by Friday, M ay 15th

 Pau la Sm ootz at 211 SE  B yers Ave., Pendleton, O R 97801
 or em ail psm ootz@ eastoregonian.com  • 541-278-2678

 Fill ou t this form  and subm it it along with a pictu re to:

 N am e of D eceased: 
 D ate of B irth: 
 D ate of Passing: 

 M essage:  (please lim it to 20 w ords inclu ding "from ")

 You r N am e: 
 A ddress: 
 C ity:   State:  Zip: 
 Phone N u m ber: 

 Emily Ann Smith

 P ILOT  R OCK  H IGH  S CHOOL
 Congratulations! We are so very proud of you. 

 Love Mom & Dad

 Tell your favorite graduate 
 how proud you are in our 

 Graduation 2015
 special section in the 
 East Oregonian and 

 Hermiston Herald
 & share their 

 "Then" & "Now" Photos!

 $ 25 .
 00

 Publishes: May 30 th

 Send in your text and photos to 
 psmootz@eastoregonian.com 

 or bring to Paula at the 
 East Oregonian office by May 18 th .

 Mailing address: Attn: Paula Smootz
 211 SE Byers Ave., Pendleton, OR 97801

 Your Name: 

 Phone Number: 

 Graduate's Name: 

 Graduate's School: 

 Message to Graduate: 

 Private Party Only


