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Seattle Times wins Pulitzer for coverage of deadly landslide

By CHRIS GRYGIEL
Associated Press

SEATTLE — The Seat-
tle Times has won a Pulitzer
Prize for its coverage of a
deadly landslide in Wash-
ington state that destroyed
a small community north of
Seattle, leaving 43 people
dead.

The Times won the award
Monday for Breaking News
Reporting. The judges cited
the “digital account” of the
landslide “and the impressive
follow-up reporting that ex-

plored whether the calamity
could have been avoided.”

It is the 10th Pulitzer Prize
the newspaper has won, and
the third in the last five years.
The Times won the Pulitzer
for Breaking News Reporting
in 2010 and for Investigative
Reporting in 2012.

Editor Kathy Best told
staffers the newspaper’s
landslide coverage honored
the victims of the tragedy by
providing timely, detailed re-
ports and holding officials ac-
countable after a rain-sodden
hillside collapsed on March

22,2014, sending tons of dirt,
debris and rocks onto dozens
of homes in Oso, Washing-
ton.

“We did what any good
newsroom should do when
a big story breaks,” Editor
Kathy Best told the news-
room, which erupted in
cheers after the award was
announced. “We gave people
accurate information when
rumors and inaccuracies were
swirling all over the place.”

In the days after the land-
slide, the deadliest in U.S.
history, rescue crews and

desperate family and friends
used chain saws and their
bare hands to pick through
the debris looking for pos-
sible survivors. The number
of possible victims fluctu-
ated wildly as officials tried
to accurately determine the
number of people who were

in the area 55 miles north of
Seattle when the slide hiton a
Saturday morning.

In its reporting, the news-
paper described how scien-
tists had warned for decades
of the potential for a large
landslide involving the hill
that gave way, raising ques-

tions about why officials
would allow construction in
the area.

“We asked hard questions
in the moment. When public
officials were saying, ‘Oh,
this was unforeseen,” we
showed that it was not un-
foreseen,” Best said.
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Emily Ann Smith
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Tell your favorite graduate
how proud you are in our

special section in the
East Oregonian and

"Then" & "Now" Photos!

Publishes: May 30"

Send in your text and photos to
psmootz@eastoregonian.com
or bring to Paula at the
East Oregonian office by May 18™.

Graduation 2015

You will forever be in
our hearts.

Mom & Dad

ON MEMORIAL DAY
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Ave., Pendleton, OR 97801
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Remember your
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Memorial ad for them.
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