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Other western-themed options 

A recent viewpoints column “Western 

Main Street.

impressions such as Reverend Dr. Earle 
Cochran manning the 20 mule team around 

its treasured memories.
Barbara Howard

also ties in with the city council mulling over 

yet he recently got a raise in his salary to 

spending starting with the unused Barnhart 

Lastly, the city council also mulled over 

Today, the statue issue reared its head again 

Jerry Cronin

on a computer or downloaded to a 

(The word is a portmanteau derived 

saved so you could listen at a time 

player, a place

entertainment, news, comedy, 

programming.
They went mainstream last year 

interviews with the man convicted 

communication are rapidly evolving. 

and news consumption. But it has 

television and radio.

television viewership was down 

generation. That thing we arrange 

and TV schedules. iTunes already 
allows you to purchase the previous 

application where you can purchase 

need them, so you can listen during 
your commute or while chopping 

convenience, there is something 

ideas ourselves — audio letters to 

Until then, there are many places 

and plug in your headphones. Keep 

there is a lot out there that will.

 

A “Wait until you see this 

ago, in Vegas, and we continued to play over 

another way to spend time together: our ritual, 

Vegas and good enough.

relatively poor immigrants 

was his second language.

a trade.

inside, not the outside.

disciplinarian — he played the warden, 

or attend to them, to provide succor and 

sure to tell me and my partner that our 

And his nine grandchildren, only 

somehow grown even more generous still, not 

emotions.

he can to nudge the people 
he loves toward their own 

mates — to stretch out a hand. And into every 

It has to do with his eagerness, in this 

understand our primacy in his thoughts and 

Frank Bruni has been Op-Ed columnist for 
The New York Times since June 2011.

Frank 
Bruni
Comment

He has figured 
out what makes 
him happiest, 
and it’s doing 
the little bit he 
can to nudge 
the people he 
loves toward 

their own 
contentment.

A few of the edit board’s 
favorite podcasts:
   “The Gist” by Mike Pesca
In this short, roughly 20 minute 
daily podcast, Pesca is smart, fun-
ny and insightful. A longtime NPR 
reporter, he talks politics, sports 
and culture with equal parts  
acidity and humor. Pesca leads 
regular segments like “Is that 
bull****?” to put science and 
pseudoscience to the test. Want 
something sharp and fast to keep 
you entertained and informed 
about national and international 
issues? This is your podcast.

“A Tiny Sense of 
Accomplishment” by Sherman 
Alexie and Jess Walter

A 1-2 hour weekly podcast 
features the authors, longtime 
friends who grew up in eastern 
Washington. They talk literature 
and culture and break through 
the mystique of writing and 
art by reading from works in 
progress and expressing doubts 
about their own abilities and 
accomplishments — both large 
and tiny. It has a rural, Northwest-
centric feel and Alexie is often 
devastatingly funny when talking 
about the literati, his rapidly-
aging basketball physique and 
his reverence and razzing of tribal 
customs and culture.

“The Whistlestop” by John 
Dickerson

Political writer and historian 
John Dickerson visits the past 
with this weekly, bite-size 
podcast about presidential 
campaign history.

The success of this offering 
shows just how niche the podcast 
world can be, and also how 
enlightening and enjoyable it can 
be to sit and listen to a master 
of their subject. Dickerson is a 
great raconteur and remarkable 
researcher, who sheds light on 
everything from Ronald Reagan’s 
Nashua Moment, to the very 
first presidential “campaign” of 
William Henry Harrison in 1840. 
Before then, campaigning was 
considered beneath the dignity of 
the office. How right they were!

It’s a great crash course for the 
lessons and pitfalls awaiting the 
2016 campaign.


