Page 6A East Oregonian

TV TIME

Wednesday, April 15, 2015

U.S. retail sales heat up for flrst time in four months

WASHINGTON (AP) —
Americans increased their
spending on autos, furniture,
clothing and building mate-
rials in March, lifting retail
sales for the first time in four
months.

Retail sales jumped 0.9 per-
cent last month, after declin-
ing 0.5 percent in February,
the Commerce Department
said Tuesday. The rebound
suggests that shoppers are re-
turning after an unseasonably
cold winter froze sales.

Warmer weather fueled a
2.7 percent increase in auto
sales and a 2.1 percent boost
in building materials, possible
signs that the lagging man-
ufacturing and construction
sectors might also recover
from a winter slump.

Excluding the volatile cat-
egories of autos, gas, build-
ing materials and restaurants,
sales rose 0.3 percent.

Economists say that sales
should continue to climb be-
cause of the yearlong hiring

surge and lower gas prices.

The unemployment rate
has tumbled to 5.5 percent, as
the economy has added jobs
at a monthly pace of roughly
261,000 during the past year.
That amounts to 3.1 million
new paychecks to be spent at
restaurants, clothiers and else-
where.

At the same time, gas has
tumbled to $2.39 a gallon,
a $1.30 cheaper than a year
ago, according to AAA’s Dai-
ly Fuel Gauge. That should
translate into consumers sav-
ing an average of $700 com-
pared to 2014, according to
government estimates.

The harsh winter curtailed
some of the lift provided by
lower unemployment rates
and gas prices. People cur-
tailed their visits to malls,
auto dealers and open houses,
which accompanied a slump
in the manufacturing and con-
struction sectors.

But the March sales fig-
ure point to stronger months

AP Photo/Richard Vogel

In this April 2 photo, women enter a high end fashion
store on Rodeo Drive in Beverly Hills, Calif. The Com-
merce Department released retail sales data for March

on Tuesday.

ahead now that winter is in the
rearview mirror.

“Together with the contin-
ued buildup of cash savings
from the drop in gas prices,
this suggests to us that we
should expect very strong
retail sales numbers over the
next few months,” said Ian

Shepherdson, chief economist
at Pantheon Macroeconomics.

Clothing purchases rose
1.2 percent and furniture
buying increased 1.4 per-
cent. Restaurant spending
has edged up just 0.7 percent
in March, but it has jumped
7.7 percent over the past 12

months. Spending declined at
electronics stores and gas sta-
tions last month, potentially
signaling that cheaper prices
at the pump are not causing
people to drive more miles.
Retail spending remains
somewhat subdued. Many
Americans have qualms about
going on a shopping spree
when the wounds from the
housing bust and 2008 finan-
cial crisis — the most devas-
tating economic downturn in
80 years — are still healing.
In some cases, skeptical
consumers are simply await-
ing proof that gas prices will
stay low. Americans since
January have begun to ex-
pect inflation to rise, suggest-
ing that doubts remain about
whether they will actually
enjoy the projected savings,
Deutsche Bank economist Jo-
seph LaVorgna wrote recently.
Economists also say that
the benefits from cheaper gas
accrue slowly over time. As a
result, changes in behavior are

often seen only after three to
six months.

The monthly retail sales
report is closely watched be-
cause it provides the first in-
dication each month of Amer-
icans’ willingness to spend.
Consumer spending drives 70
percent of the economy. Yet
retail sales account for only
about one-third of spending,
with services such as haircuts
and Internet connections mak-
ing up the other two-thirds.

Overall consumer spend-
ing ticked up just 0.1 percent
in February, the Commerce
Department recently reported.

But this is because many
Americans are choosing to
save their money. Income
growth outpaced that modest
increase in spending, rising
a solid 0.4 percent in Feb-
ruary. Because more Amer-
icans were stockpiling their
incomes, the savings rate
increased to 5.8 percent of
after-tax income, the highest
level since December 2012.
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Jarrett Joyce from “Shipping Wars”

Arrow
WPIX 5:00 p.m.

As Captain Lance (Paul Blackthorne) gets closer to taking down Ar-
row (Stephen Amell), Felicity (Emily Bett Rickards) orders him to
lay low for a while in this new episode. This doesn’t last long, how-
ever, as a new meta-human begins wreaking havoc.
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American Idol
KFFX KPTV 8:00 p.m.

As one contestant’s emotional journey comes to a close, the top six
finalists are revealed. The finalists will perform live for millions of

fans and judges Jennifer Lopez, Keith Urban and Harry Connick, Jr.
Ryan Seacrest hosts.

The Middle
€3 KVEW KATU 8:00 p.m.

While AxI (Charlie McDermott) -- who's celebrating his 21st birthday
-- refuses to come help Mike (Neil Flynn) move a freezer, Brick (Atti-
cus Shaffer) disses Frankie (Patricia Heaton). Meanwhile, a rival
tries to woo Sue (Eden Sher) away from her job.

Mystery Diners

FOOD 9:30 p.m.

The owners of the Gateway Restaurant and Lodge near Sequoia Na-
tional Park have been hearing rumors about unauthorized parties
inside their vacant cabins so they contact Charles in the hopes he
and his team can figure out what’s really going on.

CSl: Cyber
KEPR KOIN 10:00 p.m.

When a murder victim’s electronic devices indicate she may have
been alive for three days after her official time of death, Avery (Pa-
tricia Arquette) and her team investigate. James Van Der Beek and
Peter MacNicol also star.

Little Women: NY
LIFE 10:00 p.m.

Performer Jordanna sees paralegal Dawn in a new light after dis-
cussing the problems she’s been having in her relationship with
boyfriend Keith. Also in this new episode, Lila’s commitment to so-
briety wavers at a Mardi Gras party.

Shipping Wars
A&E 10:00 p.m.

Independent truckers compete to move items that conventional
movers can’t or won’t in this new episode. After winning the bid to
move bulky, bizarre items, the truckers then have to figure out how
to live up to their end of the bargain.

7:00 a.m. @D KEPR KOIN CBS This
Morning
@ KNDU KGW Today Show Robert
De Niro, Jane Rosenthal, Camila Alves
and Walk the Moon visit today.
€ KVEW KATU Good Morning
America
ESPN2 ESPN First Take
WPIX Maury

8:00 a.m. WPIX The Jerry Springer
Show

9:00 a.m. @FD KEPR The Meredith
Vieira Show
@ KNDU KGW Today Show Il Jean
Chatzky visits the show today.
€3 KVEW Live! With Kelly and
Michael David Burtka speaks about the
Broadway play ‘It Shoulda Been You'’
and Vance Joy performs.

WPIX The Jerry Springer Show Its
ultimatums and tough choices on
today’s Jerry Springer.

10:00 a.m. @ KNDU KGW Today
Show I1l Kathryn Winnick, Camila Alves
and Barbara Corcoran visit today.
€3 KVEW KATU The View
ESPN2 ESPN First Take
HALL Home and Family
WPIX The Bill Cunningham Show

11:00 a.m. @ED KFFX The Real
@ KNDU Steve Harvey
KATU Live! With Kelly and Michael
David Burtka speaks about the
Broadway play ‘It Shoulda Been You'’
and Vance Joy performs.

WPIX The Bill Cunningham Show

Noon KPTV The Real
& KTNW Charlie Rose
@ KVEW KATU The Chew
HALL Home and Family
WPIX The Steve Wilkos Show Steve
helps victims of abuse and does what
he can to get them out of dangerous
situations.

1:00 p.m. KPTV The Wendy Williams
Show

@D KEPR KOIN The Talk
@ opB Charlie Rose
WPIX The Steve Wilkos Show
2:00 p.m. KOIN @2 KVEW The Doctors
KGW The Dr. 0z Show
KATU The Meredith Vieira Show
3:00 p.m. @E) KEPR KOIN Dr. Phil
@ KNDU The Dr. 0z Show
KGW The Ellen DeGeneres Show
Guests include Jeremy Renner; Rose

Byrne.
(b KVEW The Rachael Ray Show
KATU Steve Harvey

4:00 p.m. @& KNDU The Ellen
DeGeneres Show Guests include
Jeremy Renner; Rose Byrne.
€D KVEW The Queen Latifah Show
Queen welcomes ‘Criminal Minds’ Joe
Mantegna and ‘Scandal’s’ Bellamy
Young.

9:00 p.m. HBO3 Last Week Tonight
With John Oliver

11:00 p.m. €ED KTNW Charlie Rose
TBS Conan

11:35 p.m. @D KEPR KOIN The Late
Show With David Letterman
@ KNDU KGW The Tonight Show
Starring Jimmy Fallon
€ KVEW KATU Jimmy Kimmel Live

Midnight FNC Red Eye With Greg
Gutfeld

12:30 a.m. TBS Conan

12:35 a.m. @ KNDU KGW Late Night
With Seth Meyers
@) KEPR KOIN The Late Late
Show With James Corden Nick Kroll,
Katharine McPhee and Kristen Stewart
visit James.

1:35a.m. @) KNDU KGW Last Call
With Carson Daly Guests include
Freddie Highmore with musical guest
Caribou and guest Alison Sudol.

2:10 a.m. HBO Real Time With Bill
Maher
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