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OUR VIEW

OTHER VIEWS

YOUR VIEWS
Show up and demand 
Requa statue at PHS

We think Fritz Hill’s “viewpoint” 

Requa statue was a point well made.
We suggest that the local citizens who 

believe Requa belongs at the school and 

should attend the city council meeting on 
Tuesday, April 21 at 7 p.m. and let them 
know our citizen desires.

John Borgerson
Pendleton

Hillary Clinton has a 
legacy of deception

allowed to even run when she is being 

back in the beginning and up until now. 

people’s deaths, as well as destroying 
people’s lives when in the White House 

with Bill. Look back and see about all 

How would anyone think she could be 

Mike Olson
Pendleton

BMCC tuition a bargain, 
and so is the May bond

instruction you’ll be pleasantly 

place and those to come, you’ll be 

people, good leadership — what the hell 

yes this go around. You can’t do better 
than that.

Larry O’Rourke
Pendleton 

TOPIC: Taxes 
Good morning. You’ve got until 5 p.m. today to get your taxes in the 

government. 

way), but we promise this will be less tedious than transcribing your W-2. 
And yes, we checked, last year at this time we wrote a Two Truths and a Lie 
on taxes. Add this article to 2014’s and you’ve got the compendium: Four 
Truths and Two Lies.

TRUTH: The U.S. has the highest corporate tax rate in the world.

to state and local taxes, it becomes the highest in the world, according to The 
Washington Post.

TRUTH: Being untruthful on your tax return is a very bad idea.

return,” author Robert W. Wood says don’t do it – ever.

we’re stuck with the current system. And that system is very harsh to tax 

LIE: The income tax started as a big-government power play.

Again according to The Washington Post

apportionment among the several States, and without regard to any 
census or enumeration.”

So pay up.

Two truths and a lie

Bevery number used to analyze 

use can solve the problem. The 
solution lies with agriculture, which 

That doesn’t mean homeowners 
can’t and shouldn’t cut back.

But according to estimates by the 

more water was used to grow almonds 

businesses in San Francisco and Los Angeles 

almonds are then exported — which means, 

Unless you’re the person or 

this deal, that’s just nuts.

than 400 commodities in 

on water use, planting 
geographically appropriate 

techniques that make sense, 

however, are mining water 
as they would copper: When 

ways to make money.
So the big question is not, 

could well be the new normal — but, “How 

everyone; that’s a good thing. It would be an 

land.

more water in total than any other crop — yes, 
more than almonds) that then gets shipped to 

crops in places that make no sense. The state 
has also become the biggest dairy producer 

would work better back east, where both water 
and land are available.

conserve water is a no-brainer. But a relatively 
small adjustment in agricultural use could 

than 100 years, there is a crisis.
It won’t be easy to rationalize water use 

interests; though agriculture is a surprisingly 

Jerry Brown and the State Water Resources 

it takes, as the constitution says “waste or 

unreasonable use” are to be prevented.
The system is arcane, allowing 

some people and entities to get 

system, involving “senior,” as in 
inherited, water rights, has never been 

sometimes including cities, can pay 
100 times more.

can dig a well that’s deep enough. 
This has led to a race to the bottom: 

New, super-deep wells, usually drilled at great 
expense, are causing existing shallower wells, 

dry.

that’s built up over a 
millennium is being 
removed too rapidly to be 
recharged, and in some 
cases the land is sinking as 
the water-saturated layers 
beneath it go dry. Those 
layers will most likely never 
be replenished, making this 

suicide.
Knowing this, Brown 

has announced mandatory 

percent in residential water 
use. He hasn’t said much 
about agriculture, but he 
must. He needs to see this 
crisis as an opportunity to 

rationalize the system.
Last September, Brown signed the state’s 

important groundwater basins are due to 
be “in balance” — that is, recharged at a 
sustainable rate — by 2040. That’s probably 
too late.

It would be better to have a national policy 

and to encourage agriculture where it’s more 
naturally supported by the climate. But until 
that happens, Brown should challenge senior 

groundwater, and perhaps even stop irrigation 
entirely on lands where growing water-
intensive crops makes no sense.

drought.”

trivial compared with ... well, nearly everyone 

really does count. Wise use and conservation 
— not new dams, not desalination — are 
the answers, and conservation means 
common sense should take precedence over 

Mark Bittman writes (mostly) about food 
for the New York Times Opinion pages, and is 
The Magazine’s lead food columnist. He is the 
author of “VB6: Eat Vegan Before 6:00” and 
“How To Cook Everything.” Follow Mark 
Bittman on Twitter and Facebook.

Mark 
Bittman

Comment

The big question 
is not how we 

survive the 
drought —which 
could well be the 
new normal —
but instead how 
do we allocate 
water sensibly?

and a lie

Be heard! 
Comment online at eastoregonian.com


