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2 women Killed in Illinois tornadoes were neighbors, friends

FAIRDALE, Ill. (AP) — The
two women killed by a devastating
tornado system that barreled through
northern Illinois shared a friendship,
favors and, ultimately, a neighbor-
hood that turned out to be a prime
target of a twister that also leveled
much of their rural hamlet.

Jacklyn Klosa, 69, was found
Friday morning in the rubble of her
Fairdale home, not far from where

Schultz, known as “Geri,” and
remembered by neighbors in the
community of about 150 people as
kind-hearted, hosted annual Christ-
mas parties and made a point of
driving Klosa to clinics for medical
treatment. Klosa, known as “Jack-
ie,” was described by friends as a
friendly and quick-witted woman
who spoke her mind.

The county coroner said Klosa,

who had no basement, took shelter
in her shower; she was found clutch-
ing her purse.

Klosa “was just one of the most
friendly people in the world, a
wonderful mother and a wonderful
friend,” said Les Bellah, mayor of
neighboring Kirkland, recalling the
“big ol’ hug” he got from her re-
cently but also how she’d “let you
know” if she was upset with you.

“You never had to wonder what she
was thinking.”

At least two tornadoes touched
down in the six-county vicinity. Most
of the injuries weren’t considered se-
rious. To the south in Ogle County,
no one was injured although the tor-
nado system caused severe damage
to roughly 30 buildings in Rochelle
and others in Flagg Township, ac-
cording to Sherriff Brian VanVickle

— who lost his own home.

[llinois Gov. Bruce Rauner de-
clared both Ogle and DeKalb coun-
ties as disaster areas, facilitating the
use of state resources in the recovery
efforts.

“We are very blessed that more
people were not hurt. This was a
devastating storm,” Rauner said in
the town of Flagg after touring the
damage.

Geraldine Schultz, 67, died Thurs-
day night when the tornado bore
down on their neighborhood. The
storm cut through the region about
80 miles west of Chicago, injuring
more than a dozen and ripping build-
ings from their foundations.
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Remember your
loved one by placing a
Memorial ad for them.
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You will forever be in
our hearts.
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