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Inmate Philip Florek watches as Zoey, an Australian shepherd-border collie mix, investigates a rocking horse
during a dog training class Tuesday at the Two Rivers Correctional Institution in Umatilla. The exercise is meant
to get the dog used to new objects in their environment.

DOGS: Should be able to pass the American Kennel
Club Good Citizens test by the end of the training
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“She goes wherever 1 go,” Schil-
ler-Munnemann said.

When he needs a break or has a
conflict, either secondary trainer Phil-
ip Florek or sitter Geoftf Hendrickson
takes over.

At first, Zoey was timid. She star-
tled when prison doors clanked open
and shut. She refused to climb the met-
al staircase leading to his second-floor
cell. Schiller-Munnemann sat down on
the stairs and coaxed her up one step at
a time.

During training sessions, Zoey learns
basic obedience and manners. Each
week, her trainers take her through a
different scenario. One week, the vis-
iting room became a farmer’s market.
This week, Schiller-Munnemann and
Zoey visited a pretend veterinarian’s
office where Hill examined the dog by
running her hands over her soft brindle,
black and white fur. Afterwards, Schil-
ler-Munnemann stopped by a makeshift
receptionist’s desk and pretended to
write a $250 check. Zoey sat patiently.
Schiller-Munnemann slipped her a kib-
ble from his pocket.

By the end of the training, the six
dogs should be able to pass the Amer-
ican Kennel Club Good Citizens test.
The canines must sit politely for pet-
ting, react calmly to the approach of a
friendly stranger, walk on a loose lead,
come when called and behave politely
around other dogs. They must react to
unexpected distractions without panick-
ing, barking or running away.

Hill distracted the dogs during this
week’s session by doing jumping jacks
and having inmate trainers and assistant
instructors whistle, clap and yell.

Hill said all the dogs have come far,
but none have come out of their shell
more than Zoey.

“When she came in, she wanted
nothing to do with anybody,” Hill said.
“She cowered.”

Hill, who runs 4 Paws DogWorks in
Richland, said the inmate trainers bene-
fit as much as the dogs, or more.

“I’ve watched the relationships be-
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Zoey was confiscated from a house after a drug raid in Umatilla County a
few weeks ago and now is in a rescue dog adoption program at Two Riv-
ers Correctional Institution in Umatilla.

tween dogs and inmates grow to the
point where I’'m amazed,” she said.

The men each had to apply for their
positions, like any job in the real world.
Some were invited for interviews. Few-
er still received invites for a round of
second interviews.

The inmates say having dogs among
the prison population is healing. David
Keever, a sitter, said he witnessed a tat-
tooed lifer get down on his knees and
bury his face in a dog’s fur.

“A lot of us haven’t seen a dog for
a long time,” Keever said. “They do a
lot for your soul. They mend a lot of
holes.”

Schiller-Munnemann takes Zoey
when he visits a friend in the prison
hospice program.

“Everyone in the infirmary lights up
when Zoey comes in,” he said. “One
guy with tears in his eyes said he hadn’t
petted a dog for 20 years.”

Members of the public will have
a chance to interact with the six dogs
during a meet and greet April 16 at 1:30
p.m., on the lawn near the TRCI ad-
ministrative offices. Those who want to

adopt one of the dogs may fill out adop-
tion papers. If more than one person
requests the same dog, a name will be
picked from a hat. The owners will have
the opportunity to go inside the prison
and watch their dog interacting with
its trainer. Owners will receive training
logs kept by the trainers. The adoption
fee is $150.

The trainers are keeping their mis-
sion in mind. Zoey’s secondary trainer,
Philip Florek, came up with a creative
slogan for the program: “From no house
to the big house to your house.”

After the current batch of dogs
leaves, another group will arrive. Roles
among each dog team member will
switch. Schiller-Munnemann said he
will miss Zoey when she leaves, but
he’s determined to remain philosophi-
cal.

“We’ve all gotten attached,” he said,
“but the whole point of the program is
to rescue the dogs and make sure they
go on to a better life.”

Contact Kathy Aney at kaney@eas-
toregonian.com or call 541-966-0810.

GUNS: Two previous attempts for private sale background checks failed
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gun used in the Clackamas
shooting was stolen.

Keizer Republican Sen.
Kim Thatcher asked how
law enforcement officers
would be able to police ev-
ery private transaction, and
Grant County Sheriff Glenn
Palmer responded the law
will be impossible to en-
force.

“I don’t have any idea
how it’s going to be en-
forced. I will tell this com-
mittee I have no intention
to enforce it,” Palmer said.
“State law allows me to use
discretion on misdemeanors
and I plan to use it every
step of the way,” he added.

The state’s background
check requirement already
goes further than federal
law, requiring them at gun
shows.

The seller of a gun would
face a misdemeanor for a
first offense, punishable
by up to a year in jail and
a $6,250 fine. A second of-
fense would be a felony,
with a potential sentence of
up to 10 years in prison and
a $250,000 fine.

Oregon law already pro-
hibits giving a gun to mi-
nors, felons, people with re-
cent convictions for violent
behavior or those who have
been found by court to have
a mental illness.
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ident Dan Gross said Ore-
gon would be the sixth state
since the Newtown school
massacre to pass back-
ground checks on all gun
sales.

Two previous attempts to
require background checks
for private sales have failed
in the Oregon Legislature,
but last year’s election saw
Democrats increase their
majority by two seats to 18-
12 in the Senate. The wins
were in part because of a
push by a leading gun con-
trol group backed by billion-
aire  Michael Bloomberg,
which contributed $75,000
to Sen. Chuck Riley of Hill-
sboro, who defeated the Re-
publican incumbent who op-

Meadowood Speech and Hearing Camp

posed universal background
checks.

The Senate Judiciary
Committee is scheduled to
vote on the measure Thurs-
day morning. If it passes, it
could get a vote in the full
Senate as soon as next week.

Fabulous
Friday

DATA: Amazon said they could
build as many as 11 data centers
in Oregon if the bill passed
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Local county and port
officials are optimistic the
legislation will make the
Columbia Basin an even
more attractive option for
energy-hungry data cen-
ters, which are buildings
that house the computer
systems needed to store
huge amounts of electronic
records and corporate infor-
mation.

Pinpointing  potential
growth is difficult, however,
due to nondisclosure agree-
ments signed with some of
the major companies. Gary
Neal, general manager at
the Port of Morrow, will
only say there’s “some ac-
tivity” going on related to
data centers, and they are
“very busy.”

Neal would not say if
he’s been in any further dis-
cussions about expanding
data centers at the port, but
did hint there may be inter-
est. He did not provide spe-
cific employment figures at
the businesses, except to say
it is “more than we original-
ly thought.”

SB611 is an important
piece of legislation that will
allow the industry to gain a
stronger local foothold, Neal
said. The port also is work-
ing with Blue Mountain
Community College and the
InterMountain ~ Education
Service District to build a
new training center near the
SAGE Center to provide a
workforce for more diverse,
high-tech jobs.

“It goes back to jobs and
stability,” Neal said. “This
helps us round out our econ-
omy.”

Online retail giant Ama-
zon, which operates in Mor-
row County through a hold-
ing company called Vadata,
has five data centers at the
Port of Morrow. Data spe-
cialist Rackspace purchased
another 100 acres of land
there, but has yet to break
ground on development.

Amazon public policy
adviser Eileen Sulllivan in
February testified before
the Senate Committee on
Finance and Revenue that
the company could build
as many as 11 new data
centers in Oregon if the bill
was passed, the Oregonian
reported.

The total value of Va-
data property is more than
$431.9 million, according to
the Morrow County asses-
sor, though most is tax-ex-
empt through multi-year
agreements with the Colum-
bia River Enterprise Zone.

CREZ manager and
county Planning Director
Carla McLane said they
are able to offer property
tax breaks for business-
es in exchange for certain
concessions that directly
benefit communities. That
includes hiring employees
at a minimum average sal-
ary of $59,106, and paying
community service fees that
are redistributed for things
like housing, education and
public safety.

In January, the enter-
prise zone handed out $1.15
million in funding from
fees collected by ConAgra
Foods Lamb Weston, Tilla-
mook Cheese and Vadata.
Like Neal, McLane will
not acknowledge Amazon
by name. But she said she
could easily see Vadata add-
ing more centers at the port.

“The more comfortable
they are about doing busi-
ness in Oregon, the more
confident they’ll feel about
doing business in Morrow
County,” she said.

Kim B. Puzey, general
manager at the Port of Uma-
tilla, said he has three data
centers either operating or
near completion at the Mc-
Nary Industrial Park. The
port also is building a water
treatment facility, part of the
cooling system needed to
maintain servers inside the
100,000-square-foot build-
ings.

Like the Port of Mor-
row, the Port of Umatilla
is bound by nondisclosure
agreements. But as far as
continued  development,
Puzey said there is more
land that has been sold to the
companies than is currently
being developed.

“Based on the number of
data centers I see, it appears
the market is very vibrant,”
Puzey said. “Data centers
would be hard-pressed to
find a more favorable loca-
tion in North America.”

Contact George Plaven
at gplaven(@eastoregonian.
com or 541-564-4547.

BMRC: One building will stay in state hands
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close for good,” he said. “If
we are not able to keep that
building open, Pendleton
should be able to develop
the land for economic gain
as well as other opportuni-
ties the city believes would
be helpful.”

The Legislature’s Emer-
gency Board originally ap-
proved funding the demoli-
tion of the BMRC building
and eight buildings on the
former EOTC campus. It
was only after the meeting
that board members learned
the transfer of land from the
state to the city would need
for the approval of the Leg-
islature.

While many of the va-
cant buildings will proba-
bly see the wrecking ball,
at least one building on the
EOTC campus will stay in

state hands.

An amendment was at-
tached to the bill to save a
building that the Oregon
Health Authority intends to
keep. At a Senate Commit-
tee on Rules meeting March
24, Pendleton City Council-
man Chuck Wood said the
authority wants to collab-
orate with Greater Oregon
Behavioral Health Inc. and
Umatilla County to house a
mental health facility in that
building.

As for the rest of the
property, Pendleton wants
to use the land for industrial
development and housing
for the local workforce and
students from nearby Blue
Mountain Community Col-
lege.

Contact Antonio Sierra
at asierra@eastoregonian.
com or 541-966-0836.
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Fish Tacos - $7.75/Adults - $6.50/Seniors - $5.00/Children
All you can eat fish tacos served with rice, beans, and cole slaw.

Clam Chowder - $4.25

Heaping portion of house made clam chowder served in a bread bowl.

Baked Potato Bar - $4.00/with toppings - $3.00/with butter only
An extra-large baked potato filled with choice of toppings.
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2801 St. Anthony Way, Pendleton, OR 97801




