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By GOSIA WOZNIACKA
Associated Press

PORTLAND — More than three 
decades ago, a 3-year-old South Ko-

U.S. to become the adopted children 
of American citizens, but their life to-
gether didn’t last long.

American parents, sent into foster 
care and separated.

A family adopted the girl, and got 

eventually named Adam Crapser, 

the green card or citizenship for him 
that they should have.

joblessness because of his lack of im-
migration papers, homelessness and 
crime, Crapser, a married father of 
three, is facing deportation because 
he’s not a citizen.

A deportation hearing is set for 
April 2.

-
tions, ranging from burglary to as-
sault, made him potentially deport-

U.S. Immigration and Customs 
-

it decided to pursue his deportation, 

said.
U.S. Sens. Amy Klobuchar, 

D-Minnesota, and Jeff Merkley, 
D-Oregon, are proposing a stand-
alone, automatic citizenship bill for 
adoptees like Crapser.

Advocates say thousands of adop-

until they try to get a job, register to 
vote or apply for a passport.

The federal government does not 
track the citizenship status of inter-

faced deportation. The State Depart-
-

proceedings.
-

— but they lack the documents to 
prove it. Their stories about deporta-
tion to countries as diverse as India, 
Russia or Brazil are detailed on advo-

have adopted nearly half a million 
children from other countries; about 
100,000 of those children came from 

parents’ responsibility to seek citizen-
ship, but many did not.

-

ship automatic for international adop-

excluded adoptees 18 or older at the 

criteria.
Many of them remained stuck in 

make citizenship automatic for all in-
ternational adoptees regardless of age 

bill several years ago.
-

sion did, too.
Seven years after Crapser and his 

abandoned them. The foster care sys-
tem separated Crapser, 10 at the time, 

-
dent on, according to orphanage re-
cords.

The boy bounced through several 
-

and Dolly Crapser, their biological 

foster children.
The next four years, Adam Crapser 

said, the couple choked, kicked and 
hit him and the other children every 

dogs to attack them and burned them 

said. “As far as humiliation goes, I 

His father also used racial epithets 
to address him and forced him to  

forget Korea.

Adam Crapser said.

charges of physical child abuse, sex-
ual abuse and rape. They denied the 
charges. Thomas Crapser’s sentence 

three years of probation.
Because students at his high school 

teased him about the abuse, Adam 

grade.
He became homeless and slept in a 

diploma at night.
The Crapsers had not obtained 

U.S. citizenship papers for him.

Crapser struggled alone, and also got 

retrieve the Korean Bible and rubber 
-
-

ing cars and assaulting a roommate.
Because he lacked a green card to 

opened a barber shop and an uphol-
stery business — something he could 

until 2012 that Adam Crapser submit-

set in motion his path to a deportation 
hearing.

Adam Crapser said he takes full 
responsibility for his crimes, but he 

life.

implore this country to keep its prom-
ise. If not for me then for my children, 

-

Adoptee from South Korea 
faces deportation from U.S.

AP Photo/Gosia Wozniacka

Korean adoptee Adam Crapser, left, poses with daughters, Christal, 1, 
Christina, 5, and his wife, Anh Nguyen, in the family’s living room in Van-
couver, Wash. on March 19. Crapser, whose adoptive parents neglected 
to make him a U.S. citizen, will face an immigration judge and could be 
separated from his family and deported to South Korea, a country he 
does not know.

“America promised 
me a home. I implore 

this country to keep its 
promise. If not for me 

then for my children, so 
they won’t have to grow 

up without a dad.”
— Adam Crapser

Iran nuclear talks 
stumble after 
missing deadline

LAUSANNE, 

even a vague outline of an 
Iran nuclear deal eluding 
their grasp, negotiators 
headed for double overtime 

common ground for a more 
important task — forging a 

in abandoning their March 
31 deadline for the basic 

prepare the ground for a 

on a substantive deal. But 
as differences persisted into 

Department announced that 
Secretary of State John Kerry 

least Thursday morning.
The talks — the latest 

in more than a decade of 
diplomatic efforts to curb 

permanent members of the 
U.N. Security Council and 
Germany scrambling to reach 

Iran.

progress but have not reached 

said in announcing Kerry’s 
decision.

Family says their 
pizzeria won’t 
cater gay weddings

supports the restaurant’s right 
to deny service to any same-

Crystal O’Connor of 
Memories Pizza says her 

couple or a non-Christian 
couple at its restaurant in 

Bend in northern Indiana.
But O’Connor said that 

no if a gay couple asked it 
to provide pizzas for their 

O’Connor says the 

family’s Christian beliefs. 
She says her family agrees 

or her religious beliefs.

Iraq declares 
victory over ISIS  
in Tikrit

government declared victory 

extremists of the Islamic 

the militants holding other 

Prime Minister Haider al-

along a street in Tikrit, 

surrounded by jubilant 
forces.

Across the border in 

foray yet into the capital of 

Palestinian refugee camp, 
according to opposition 
activists and Palestinian 

eventually driving the 

second-largest city and the 
capital of Nineveh province.

Defense Minister Khalid 
al-Obeidi announced the 
victory, saying security forces
have “accomplished their 

offensive to rid Saddam 

broader Salahuddin province 
of the militant group.

Arkansas calls for 
changes to religious-
objections bill

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. 

to sign a controversial 
religious-objections bill, 

son and some of the state’s 

the legislation is anti-gay.
The Republican governor 

either to recall the bill from 

proposal more closely mirror 
a federal religious-freedom 

Hutchinson said his son, 

signed a petition asking him 
to veto the bill.

“This is a bill that in 

said. “But these are not 

Hutchinson initially 
supported the bill and on 

But a day later, his position 
had changed, after the 

ensued in Indiana.

BRIEFLY

— Sen. Bob Menendez, the 
son of Cuban immigrants 

the highest-ranking Hispanic 

-
cepting nearly $1 million in 
gifts and campaign contribu-
tions from a longtime friend 
in exchange for a stream of 
political favors.

Menendez predicted he 

reporters and cheering sup-

-

because today contradicts my 
public service and my entire 

A federal grand jury in-

Jersey Democrat of using the 

-

vacations, airline travel, golf 
trips and tens of thousands of 
dollars in contributions to a 
legal defense fund.

The indictment from a 
-

tains 14 counts — includ-
ing bribery, conspiracy and 
false statements — against 
Menendez and also charges 
Melgen, a political donor to  
Democrats.

The criminal charges 
cloud the political future of 
the top Democrat — and 
former chairman — of the 
Senate Foreign Relations 

a leading role on Capitol 
Hill on matters involving 
Iran’s nuclear program and 
U.S. efforts to improve ties 

-
porarily step aside from his 
role as top Democrat on the 
committee.

Senate Minority Leader 
Harry Reid, D-Nev., thanked 

and said he “should not be 
judged until he has his day in 

-
most certainly lead to a 

-

of Justice Department prose-

investigating his ties to Mel-
-

tors to prove that a close and 

-
nal purposes and is likely to 
revive the legal debate about 
the constitutional protections 
afforded to members of Con-
gress for acts they take in 

already signaled as a possible 
line of defense.

The indictment marks the 
latest development in a fed-
eral investigation that came 

authorities raided Melgen’s 

In exchange for gifts, 
prosecutors allege, Menen-
dez sought to smooth ap-
proval of the visa application 
process for several of Mel-

protect a lucrative contract 

New Jersey senator 
indicted for corruption

 5K RUN, 5K WALK, 10K RUN, KID'S BUTTE SCOOT

 All races begin & end at Hermiston's Butte Park

 DRAWINGS • FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY
 Online registration & race information at

 WWW.BUTTECHALLENGE.COM
 REGISTER ONLINE BY APRIL 23RD TO ORDER A 

 CUSTOM TECHNICAL RACE T-SHIRT
 All proceeds benefit THE HERMISTON CROSS COUNTRY PROGRAM

 Thank you for your suppor t!


