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The importance
of a good name

Last legislative session, then-
Secretary of State Kate Brown’s
idea to automatically send ballots to
every Oregon citizens with a driver’s
license hit a speed bump.

The votes weren’t there. The
push wasn’t enough to get it over
the hump and a jump-start never
materialized.

So the bill idled
over the winter and
as the 2015 session
drew near, Brown was
back working hard,
trying to gain traction
for the measure.

Then the Kitzhaber
applecart was upset,
Brown vaulted into
the governorship and
suddenly her bill had
friends in the highest
of places. It quickly
passed without much
opposition.

Brown’s higher profile job, and
a stronger Democrat majority,
helped that along. But so, too, did
something a little less definable.

The bill got a nickname. And a
good one at that.

Suddenly, and no one knows
really from where (some brilliant
and highly-paid public relations
brain, we imagine), the phrase
“motor voter” appeared. It came
from the mouths of sources and it
was reprinted in newspapers across
the state.

Brown’s communications director
Tony Green told the Statesman
Journal back in March that the name
is a short way of explaining the bill
and “it doesn’t hurt that it rhymes.”
A grand understatement, we’d argue.

The name is so simple, so direct
and so pleasantly rhymey that we
think it actually helped the measure
become law.

It sounds crazy, but consider
another example.

One nicknamed measure being
debated right now is the “ban the
box” bill. It would make it illegal
for Oregon employers to ask on
a résumé about an applicant’s
criminal history and felony record.
The goal is to reduce the woeful
unemployment rate for ex-cons.

It’s a controversial measure with
plenty of good arguments to be made
for each side. But one argument you
can’t make is whether or not “ban
the box” is a great name. Because it
is.

It simplifies the issue and it
challenges us. We love to take action
to stop unfair practices and outlaw
bad things. Oh, and there’s also
that pleasing alliteration and single
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syllable structure. As people who
know how difficult it is to write a
good headline, we give it a thumbs
up for being concise, informative
and evocative.

A witty nickname isn’t a
guarantee of success, however.
The bill still has a long way to go
to become law. But it does give it
an advantage and it
does make it harder
to mount a successful
opposition against.

Let’s look back
further, to one of
the best-known

decades: the Patriot
Act. Rammed through
Congress in the
nervous aftermath

of 9/11, it greatly
expanded government
power and greatly
reduced individual privacy and
liberties.

That’s the opposite of what
most of us think American patriots
fight for. But the name blunted that
kind of direct criticism. And while
arguing about whether the Patriot
Act was necessary is just beating a
long dead horse, it remains hard to
argue that the crisp name wrapped
in red, white and blue made it easier
to put the controversial bill quickly
into law.

Some bill names are easier to
attack, from the informally maligned
health reform known as Obamacare,
to the now-in-the-news Indiana
Religious Freedom Restoration Act.
If Indiana Republicans had been
wittier, they would have nicknamed
the bill the Pastor Protector, or some
other focus group charmer.

We don’t know what these bills
with taglines mean in the bigger
picture. If we have to be able to
sum up complex political accords
in three words so they will resonate
with the public, then we’re in
trouble. We can’t Twitterize our
political conversation into bite-
size, 140-character pieces. But on
the other hand, solid marketing,
good advertising and smart public
relations have long been key to
getting things done and succeeding
in the world. In politics, that may be
more so than anywhere else.

We don’t yet require a thoroughly
independent group to impartially
and factually name bills in state and
federal legislative branches — but
if one day there is one, we want to
have a seat on the board. Until then
ban the box, motor your voters and
don’t go anywhere without your
pastor protector.
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MIDEAST
MAPNESS

ONG KONG — I've been
Hin China for the last week.

It’s always instructive to see
how the world looks from the Middle
Kingdom. Sometimes the best insights
come from just reading the local
papers.

On March 25, The China Daily

eventually you’ll build a big middle
class and win your freedom.” Over
that same period, Arab autocrats came
to their people and said, “My people,
we’re going to take away your freedom
and give you the Arab-Israel conflict.”
Asian autocrats tended to be
modernizers, like Singapore’s Lee

published an essay detailing how Tuomas | Kuan Yew, who died last week at
“Beijing authorities” had “launched FrieDMAN | 91 — and you see the results today:
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this week to ensure that children are
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not overburdened with schoolwork.

Although Chinese, mathematics and English
are supposed to be taught to primary school
students, it is not uncommon to see preschool-
age children across China being forced to study
these subjects.” The essay went on to explain
why it wasn’t healthy to “begin preparing for
the college entrance exam” in preschool.

Reading that, I suddenly had a vision
of a SWAT team from China’s Ministry of
Education bursting through the doors of
kindergartens and declaring: “Put those pencils
and books down! Back away
from your desks, and nobody
gets hurt!”

What a problem to have!
Kindergartens teaching math
and English too soon.

In the same paper, there
was also an article about
the latest fighting between
Shiite pro-Iranian and Sunni
pro-Saudi factions in Yemen.
Clashes there have focused
on Yemen'’s second-largest
town, Taiz. Taiz? Wait a
minute! [ was in Taiz in
May 2013 working on a
documentary about how
Yemen was becoming an
environmental disaster. We
focused on Taiz because, as a result of Yemen’s
devastated ecosystems, residents of Taiz get to
run their home water faucets for only 36 hours
every 30 days or so.

So there you have it. The news out of China
is the crackdown on kindergartens teaching
math and English too early, and the news out
of Yemen is that Sunni and Shiite factions are
fighting over a town that is already so cracked
up the water comes on only 36 hours a month,
and the rest of the time you have to rely on
roving water trucks. And that was before the
latest fighting.

But at least we’ve found the problem. I've
read that it’s all President Barack Obama’s
fault. I wish. Obama has said and done some
boneheaded things in the Middle East (like
decapitating the Libyan regime with no plan
for the morning after), but being wary about
getting further embroiled in this region is
not one of them. We’re dealing here with
something no president has had to face: the
collapse of the Arab state system after 70 years
of failed governance.

Again, the comparison with Asia is
instructive. After World I, Asia was ruled by
many autocrats who essentially came to their
people and said, “My people, we’re going to
take away your freedom, but we’re going to
give you the best education, infrastructure and
export-led growth policies money can buy. And
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who vaulted them from nothing into
the global middle class. Arab autocrats tended
to be predators who used the conflict with
Israel as a shiny object to distract their people
from their own misgovernance. The result:
Libya, Yemen, Syria and Iraq are now human
development disaster areas.

Some saw this coming. In 2002, a group of
Arab social scientists produced the U.N.’s Arab
Human Development Report. It said the Arab
world suffered deficits of freedom, knowledge
and women’s empowerment, and, if it did not
turn around, it would get
where it was going. It was
ignored by the Arab League.
In 2011, the educated Arab
masses rose up to force a
turnaround before they got
where they were going.
Except for Tunisia (the only
Arab country whose autocrat
was also a modernizer),
that awakening fizzled out.
So now they’ve gotten
where they were going:
state collapse and a caldron
of tribal, sectarian (Shiite-
Sunni, Persian-Arab) civil
wars — in a region bulging
with unemployed, angry
youths and schools that
barely function, or, if they do, they teach an
excess of religion not math.

I read President Abdel Fattah el-Sissi of
Egypt declaring that “the challenges facing our
national Arab security are grave, and we have
succeeded in diagnosing the reasons behind
it.” And that was? Too little Arab cooperation
against Persians and Islamists. Really? Some
25 percent of Egyptians are illiterate today after
$50 billion in U.S. aid since 1979. (In China,
illiteracy is 5 percent; in Iran, 15 percent.) My
heart goes out to all the people in this region.
But when your leaders waste 70 years, the hole
is really deep.

In fairness, el-Sissi is trying to dig Egypt
out. Nevertheless, Egypt may send troops to
defeat the rebels in Yemen. If so, it would be
the first case of a country where 25 percent
of the population can’t read sending troops
to rescue a country where the water comes
through the tap 36 hours a month to quell a war
where the main issue is the 7th century struggle
over who is the rightful heir to the Prophet
Muhammad — Shiites or Sunnis.

Any Chinese preschooler can tell you:
That’s not an equation for success.

[

Thomas L. Friedman won the 2002 Pulitzer
Prize for commentary, his third Pulitzer for
The New York Times. He became the paper s
Jforeign-affairs Op-Ed columnist in 1995.
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No Child Left Behind
had negative effects

This letter is written in response
to the East Oregonian editorial
cheerleading the Smarter Balanced
test that is guaranteed to give the
test takers an inferiority complex.

George Bush proposed No
Child Left Behind in January 2001.
It was signed into law a year later.
Bush’s plan was to test students,
reward improving schools, punish
failing schools, and allow parents
to use tax dollars for options such
as private schools and virtual
schools. The key point of the law
was Adequate Yearly Progress as
demonstrated by improvement in
test scores each year.

The punitive section of the law
was related to schools missing their
targets over time that could result
in the closure of the school, turn
the school into a charter school or
hiring a private company to take
over a school.

I came up with a theory that
relates to the implementation of
No Child Left Behind and its
absurd goal of having all students

proficient by 2014.

My theory is based on Bush’s
goal of privatizing our schools by
deliberately developing a program
that was punitive and based on
failure. Obama continued NCLB
and several key corporations have
played a role in the privatization of
our schools.

Pearson Education bought up
many publishing companies but
its key purchase was National
Computer Systems in September
2000. NCS was a leader in
educational assessment and school
management systems. That was
just the first of several testing and
assessment companies it acquired.
Pearson also has a monopoly on
school textbooks and materials
used in education.

What does all of this have to do
with the Smarter Balanced test?

It is forecast that 50 percent of
the students will fail. This paves
the way for privatizing education.
The “school choice” issue means
that parents will be able to use
taxpayer money for options other
than public schools.

Pearson owns Connections

Academy, Oregon’s largest free
virtual school. K12 Inc. was started
by the junk bond king, Michael
Milken, who was incarcerated

for bilking clients out of millions
of dollars. K12’s Oregon Virtual
Academy is the second largest in
the state. Both companies offer
content to parents who home
school their children.

Schools have become pure
drudgery. Each student and teacher
is rated by a number based on a
single test score.

Is there a relationship between
Oregon’s poor student attendance
record and dissatisfaction with No
Child Left Behind?

Jerry Cronin
Pendleton

Forest Service missteps
erode local confidence

The United States Forest
Service is scheduled for a reality
check. For us, dealing with the
Forest Service for the past 15 years
on a nearly daily basis, this action
is well past due. It becomes more
apparent every day since the travel
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management plan was withdrawn
two years ago.

Nearly as disappointing — the
press. In Eastern Oregon, I find
it hard to believe anyone on the
staff of the newspapers can print
these misleading Forest Service
press releases as breaking news.
Intentional misleading of the
people in regards to road closures
is blatant propaganda coming from
the USFS.

At this time, it is not news that
the TMP is on hold. (How many
roads have been closed during
this so called pause?) Nothing
has changed since it was shot
down two years ago. Insinuating
this is a new development, once
again, rightly confirms the lack of
confidence we have in the Forest
Service being capable of speaking
forthright.

In a press release from Mr.
Pena dated March 19, he said “It
is my expectation that all three
forests (including the Umatilla)
will continue to address natural
resource concerns and public
access need as a part of ongoing
project level decisions and forest

restoration projects.”

What we know from this
statement: Road closures will
occur in these projects providing a
back door for closures. Bartering
of roads to escape litigation is
common ante at the table of
collaboration. Travel management
is not on the burner but is cooking
under the guise of every single
project in the Blue Mountain
forests.

The Forest Service has a
problem and it’s time to own
up. This agency was forced
to withdraw a TMP, then
was confronted last fall with
the problem of 11 counties
withdrawing support for the
agency’s proposed Blue Mountain
Forest Plan.

Still, yes still, they continue
down a road of ignoring
public sentiment, intentionally
disregarding the message and
presenting the illusion of public
engagement. A question plagues
me. Why are the forests in such
miserable condition?

Wanda Ballard
Baker City
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