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1 dead after car smashes
into police vehicle at NSA

Associated Press

FORT MEADE, Md. —
Two men dressed as wom-
en smashed a stolen car into
a police vehicle after they
disobeyed commands at the
closely guarded gates of the
National Security Agency on
Monday, prompting police to
open fire.

One of the men died, the
other was injured and a po-
lice officer also was taken to
a hospital. Details remained
unclear hours later. Initial im-
ages from the scene showed
emergency workers loading
the uniformed officer into
an ambulance. Nearby were
a dark-colored SUV and an
SUV emblazoned with “NSA
Police,” both heavily dam-
aged.

It was not known why the
men wound up at the gate
at Fort Meade, a sprawling
military post that houses the
National Security Agency,
or why they did not obey or-
ders from NSA police. Fort
Meade is just off Interstate
295 between Baltimore and
Washington.

The men were dressed as
women, said a senior defense
official who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity because the
official was not authorized to
discuss an ongoing case. It
also was unclear exactly what
the men were wearing.

The NSA said in a news
release that investigators have
not yet determined how the
man in the vehicle died, and
the conditions of the wound-
ed man and officer were not
disclosed.

An agency officer gave
the driver “routine instruc-
tions for safely exiting the se-
cure campus,” but the driver
disobeyed them, the release
said. The driver then acceler-
ated toward a police vehicle
blocking the road, and police
then opened fire.

An FBI spokeswoman
said earlier in the day that the
incident was not believed to
be linked to terrorism. The
NSA said the incident was
contained to the perimeter of
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A police officer directs a vehicle to turn away at the
National Security Agency, Monday in Fort Meade, Md.
Earlier, a firefight erupted when two men dressed as
women tried to ram a car into a gate, killing one of
them and wounding the other, officials said.

the secure campus.

The car that rammed the
police vehicle had been sto-
len Monday morning from
a hotel in Jessup, Maryland,
said Mary Phelan, a spokes-
woman for the Howard
County Police Department.
She declined to name the ho-
tel, citing the ongoing investi-
gation, or release any further
details, referring all questions
to the FBI.

A strip of hotels, motels
and other businesses is less
than 10 miles from Fort Me-
ade in Jessup.

The FBI is investigating
and working with the U.S.
Attorney’s Office in Mary-
land to determine if federal
charges are warranted, FBI
spokeswoman Amy J. Thore-
son said in an email.

It’s not the first time some-
one has disobeyed orders at
an NSA gate. In July, a man
failed to obey an NSA of-
ficer’s command to stop as
he approached a checkpoint.
The man drove away, injur-
ing an NSA officer and nearly
striking a barricade. He was
later arrested.

Earlier this month, po-
lice captured a man accused
of firing at a building on the
NSA campus. The man, who
was also accused of shooting
at vehicles, told police he
heard voices.

Fort Meade also is home

to the Defense Information
Systems Agency and the U.S.
Cyber Command. About
11,000 military personnel
and about 29,000 civilian em-
ployees work on the property.

The NSA’s presence is
clearly visible in the area,
with large satellite dishes and
glass and steel buildings ris-
ing from the tree line. Chain
link fences marked with
restricted access signs and
topped with barbed wire run
along the perimeter of the
campus.

Posted signs inform driv-
ers of various exits for the
NSA and Fort Meade, includ-
ing one for deliveries, another
for the visitors center and one
designated only for employ-
ees.

Jon Reinach, owner of
Fort Meade Auto Center,
said people sometimes stop
by his service center asking
for directions. Truck driv-
ers sometimes also have to
drop off their assistants at his
shop because they don’t have
proper identification to get
past security.

“A lot of people come in
here trying to find their way
to Fort Meade,” Reinach
said, adding that he’s heard
of people going through the
wrong security entrance, but
“usually they’ll pull over to a
waiting area and they usually
do check out.”

Trooper rescues
woman, 81, from
house fire

SUMPTER (AP) —
Oregon State Police say a
fish and wildlife trooper
managed to rescue a
disabled 81-year-old woman
from a burning house in
eastern Oregon.

Lt. Josh Brooks said
Monday that Baker City-
based Trooper Brad Duncan
was patrolling Sunday
afternoon in the town of
Sumpter when he spotted
a vehicle on fire with one
person trying unsuccessfully
to extinguish the flames.
Noticing a large propane
tank nearby, Duncan
warned the people around
the burning vehicle to back
away.

The trooper learned a
nearby home was owned by
an elderly woman who was
believed to still be inside.
He and a firefighter went
to check as the fire spread
to the house. Brooks says
Duncan located the woman
and her son still inside the
home and was told she was
unable to stand or walk on
her own.

As smoke poured in
through the door and the
house began to burn, Duncan
carried the woman out of the
house to safety.

Firefighters later put out
the blaze.

Co-pilot once
treated for suicidal
tendencies

DUESSELDORE, Ger-
many (AP) — How could
someone once diagnosed
with suicidal tendencies get
ajob as a commercial pilot,
entrusted with the lives of
hundreds of people? That’s
the question being asked after
officials confirmed Monday
that Germanwings co-pilot
Andreas Lubitz received
lengthy psychotherapy before
receiving his pilot’s license.

All 150 people on board
were killed by what prosecu-
tors believe was a deliberate
decision by Lubitz to slam the
Airbus A320 he was flying
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from Barcelona to Duessel-
dorf into a mountain in the
French Alps last Tuesday.

Lufthansa, Germanwings’
parent company, declined to
say whether it knew of Lub-
itz’s mental health problems.
But it said the young pilot had
passed all required medical
checks since starting work for
its subsidiary two years ago.

Prosecutors in Duessel-
dorf, where Lubitz had an
apartment, said the psycho-
therapy occurred over an
extended period before he re-
ceived his pilot’s license, and
that medical records referred
to “suicidal tendencies.” They
provided no dates.

Lubitz started pilot
training in 2008, though it’s
unclear when he finished
the at least three-year-long
course and received his li-
cense. Lufthansa said he was
certified to fly their aircraft in
2013.

Indiana lawmakers
scramble to quiet
storm of criticism

INDIANAPOLIS (AP)
— Gov. Mike Pence called
off public appearances
Monday and sports officials
planned an “Indy Welcomes
All” campaign ahead of this
weekend’s NCAA Final Four
in Indianapolis as lawmak-
ers scrambled to quiet the
firestorm over a new law
that has much of the country
portraying Indiana as a state
of intolerance.

Republican legislative
leaders said they are working
on adding language to the
religious-objections law to
make it clear that the measure
does not allow discrimination
against gays and lesbians. As
signed by Pence last week, the
measure prohibits state laws
that “substantially burden”

a person’s ability to follow
his or her religious beliefs.
The definition of “person”
includes religious institutions,
businesses and associations.

The efforts fell flat with
Democrats, who called for
arepeal, and even some
Republicans.

“They’re scrambling to
put a good face on a bad

issue. What puzzles me is
how this effort came to the
top of the legislative agenda
when clearly the business
community doesn’t support
it,” said Bill Oesterle, an aide
to Republican former Gov.
Mitch Daniels and CEO of
consumer reporting agency
Angie’s List, which canceled
expansion plans in Indianapo-
lis because of the law.

U.S. offer for climate treaty:
Up to 28 percent emissions cut

By JOSH LEDERMAN
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In
a highly anticipated an-
nouncement, the United
States will offer a roughly 28
percent emissions cut as its
contribution to a major glob-
al climate treaty nearing the
final stages of negotiation,
according to people briefed
on the White House’s plans.

The U.S. plans to an-
nounce its commitment
Tuesday, the informal dead-
line for nations to submit
their contributions to the
United Nations. Although
the goal of 26 percent to 28
percent by 2025 isn’t new
— President Barack Obama
first unveiled it last year
during a trip to Beijing —
the U.S. proposal has drawn
intense interest from the vast
majority of countries that
have yet to announce how
deeply they’ll pledge to cut
greenhouse gas emissions as
part of the treaty.

Obama’s pledge consti-
tutes the opening offer by
the U.S. as world leaders
strive to reach a climate
deal powerful and ambitious
enough to prevent the worst
effects of climate change.
In the works for years, the
treaty is set to be finalized
in Paris in December. If it’s
successful, it will mark the
first time all nations — not
just wealthier ones like the
U.S. — will have agreed to
do something about climate
change.

As part of its proposal,
known to climate negotia-
tors as an Intended Nation-
ally Determined Contribu-
tion, the U.S. will also assert
that its contribution is both
ambitious and fair, said the
individuals briefed on the
U.S. proposal, who request-
ed anonymity because the
proposal hasn’t been an-
nounced.

What metrics the U.S.
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In this March 19 photo, President Barack Obama,
flanked by senior adviser Brian Deese, left, and Chris-
tina Goldfuss, managing director of the Council on
Environmental Quality, speaks at Energy Department

in Washington.

will use to back up that
claim is not yet clear. The
European Union, one of
the first parties to submit its
contribution, pointed to per
capita reductions in emis-
sions to show how it is cut-
ting its carbon footprint. But
emissions per capita are far
higher in the U.S., making
it an inconvenient measure
for the U.S. to use to show
progress.

Instead, the U.S. is ex-
pected to focus on the fact
that the Obama adminis-
tration has ramped up the
rate of emissions reductions
nearly twofold. Early in his
presidency, Obama commit-
ted to cut U.S. emissions 17
percent by 2020; his subse-
quent goal for 2025 pushes
it to 28 percent.

The White House de-
clined to comment.

The U.S. and other de-
veloped countries have been
aggressively pressing de-
veloping nations to step up
on climate change — espe-
cially those like China and
India that are heavily reliant
on dirtier sources of energy.
Obama has described his
strategy as “leading by ex-
ample” and has sought to
use the steps he’s already
taken to cut emissions to
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ramp up pressure on other
countries to do the same.

But poorer countries have
traditionally balked, arguing
their more modest means
make reductions more of
an imposition and pointing
out that historically, they’re
responsible for just a small
fraction of the heat-trapping
gases that industrialized
countries have been pump-
ing into the atmosphere for
decades. So when Obama
and Chinese President Xi
Jinping both committed
to curbing emissions in a
joint announcement in No-
vember, environmentalists
hailed it as a sign that reluc-
tant nations like China were
finally getting on board.

“People know that do-
mestically, we’re moving
forward,” U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency Ad-
ministrator Gina McCarthy
said Monday at a luncheon
hosted by Politico. She
pointed to the U.S.-China
pact as Exhibit A. “If the two
biggest polluters and the two
biggest greenhouse gas pol-
luters can get together, and
two biggest economies, then
we’re going to be OK mov-
ing into Paris, and we should
have momentum behind our
backs.”
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SATURDAY, MAY 982015
5K RUN, 5K WALK, 10K RUN, KID'S BUTTE SCOOT

All races begin & end at Hermiston's Butte Park

DRAWINGS ¢ FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

Online registration & race information at
WWW.BUTTECHALLENGE.COM

REGISTER ONLINE BY APRIL 23RD TO ORDER A
CUSTOM TECHNICAL RACE T-SHIRT

All proceeds benefit THE HERMISTON CROSS COUNTRY PROGRAM

Thank you for your support!




