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Paid sick leave mandate
advances 1n Legislature

SALEM (AP) — Demo-
crats on an Oregon legislative
committee voted Wednesday
to advance a bill that would
require nearly all employers to
give workers up to five days a
year of paid sick leave.

The measure would extend
a mandate enacted in Portland
and Eugene to employers
statewide and make Oregon
the fourth state with a paid-
leave requirement.

Democrats said their bill
would give an assist to low-in-
come workers, who are much
more likely to have to give up
pay when they’re sick or need
to care for an il child.

“This is a bill whose time
has come,” said Sen. Michael
Dembrow, a Portland Dem-
ocrat who heads the Senate
Workforce Committee. “If
you look at our neighboring
countries and countries around
the world, the notion of paid
sick leave, it’s the norm.”

Employees shouldn’t be
forced to choose between
working while sick or forgo-
ing pay, Democrats said.

Republicans and business
interests objected, saying it
would impose a significant
cost on small businesses.

“I think about how some
of these businesses are barely
keeping their heads above wa-
ter, and we’re basically putting
weights on them and telling
them to swim harder,” said
Rep. Kim Thatcher, a Repub-
lican from Keizer. “Some of
them aren’t going to make it.”

The Senate Workforce
Committee advanced the
measure in a party-line vote,
sending it to the Ways and
Means Committee. The latter
panel could take it up at any
time.

The bill would apply to
all employers with at least six
workers. Employees would
accrue at least one hour of va-
cation time for each 30 hours
of work. They could use up to
five days per year and carry
over unused time into the next
year, with a cap of 80 hours
accrued.

Small businesses with few-
er than six employees would
be required to offer an equal
amount of unpaid leave for
sick workers.

Employees denied a right
to paid sick time could file a
lawsuit or enter a complaint
with the Bureau of Labor and
Industries.

Troutdale abolishes police, will
pay for Multnomah deputies

TROUTDALE (AP) —
The city of Troutdale, east of
Portland, has decided to abol-
ish its police force in favor of
a law enforcement contract
with the Multnomah County
sheriff’s office.

The city council approved
the 10-year deal Tuesday by
a 4-3 vote, The Oregonian
reported.

Supporters say it means
pay increases for police offi-
cers because they wll become
deputies, who are paid more,
as well as taxpayer savings in
the city of 16,000.

Opponents said the con-
tract was approved too hastily.
They sought a public advisory
vote.

The city employs 27 offi-
cers and support staff. Under

the contract, it would pay for
16. Other workers would fill
county vacancies.

The city figured its next
police budget would be $4.5
million, but it will pay the
county $3.7 million instead.
After one-time costs in the
first year, the city payment
drops to $3.4 million a year.

Police Chief Scott An-
derson would become a
commander in the sheriff’s
department and report such
performance measures as
response times to the city.
Sheriff Dan Staton promised
to keep Anderson after a six-
month transition.

Troutdale would join
Wood Village and Maywood
Park in contracting with the
sheriff’s office.
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PORTLAND (AP) — An Oregon
man who killed himself last week in an
explosion along a busy highway below
Mount Hood had a recent mental health
crisis that sent him to a southwest Wash-
ington hospital, authorities said.

The revelation surprised the family
of Jeffrey R. Williams and shed light on
the determination that he committed sui-
cide, The Oregonian reported.

On Feb. 16, the 24-year-old Portland
man called 9-1-1 from Beacon Rock
State Park on the Washington side of the
Columbia River, said Chief Deputy Pat
Bond of the Skamania County sheriff’s
office.

When deputies arrived, they found
Williams in the parking lot. He told them
he was considering hanging himself, the

deputies reported. They found a rope
tied to a railing.

Williams was taken to PeaceHealth
Southwest Medical Center in Vancou-
ver. How long he was there hasn’t been
disclosed.

About a month later, on March 19
along U.S. 26, investigators found a cra-
ter left by an explosion. The hole was 11
feet wide. Authorities believe the blast
was caused by chemicals used to make
exploding targets.

The Oregon state medical examiner’s
office ruled Williams’ death a suicide.

Williams® uncle, Lt. Eric Schober
of the Portland Police Bureau, said the
family hadn’t known about the report
until Tuesday and “did not see the signs
of someone contemplating suicide.”

Oregon man who blew himself up had prior mental crisis

In Washington, a police officer can
place a psychiatric hold on a person
for up to 72 hours if there is reasonable
cause to believe the person is suffering
from a mental disorder and there is a
high likelihood the person faces immi-
nent serious harm.

The person’s family cannot be noti-
fied without the patient’s consent, Peace-
Health spokesman Randy Querin said.

Schober said Williams had studied
computer science at a community col-
lege, was between tech support jobs and
had broken up with a girlfriend several
months ago — although that didn’t seem
to trouble him.

“He was a happy-go-lucky kid. He
kept his personal feelings to himself,”
Schober said.
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5K RUN, 5K WALK, 10K RUN, KID'S BUTTE SCOOT

All races begin & end at Hermiston's Butte Park

DRAWINGS ¢ FUN FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY

Online registration & race information at
WWW.BUTTECHALLENGE.COM

REGISTER ONLINE BY APRIL 23RD TO ORDER A
CUSTOM TECHNICAL RACE T-SHIRT

All proceeds benefit THE HERMISTON CROSS COUNTRY PROGRAM
Thank you for your support!




