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By PHIL WRIGHT
East Oregonian

George West Craigen lost his sec-
ond criminal trial stemming from his 
murder of a Milton-Freewater man in 
2011.

Craigen, 52, was on trial this week 
at the Umatilla County Courthouse, 

-

Jackie Jenkins and defense attorney 
-

ed the bulk of their cases Wednesday 
and Thursday. Courtroom staff said 

-

dict for less than 
two hours Thurs-
day and returned 
at about 1:40 

unanimous in 
-

gen guilty on all 
counts.

Police found 

-

In the case, circuit court Judge Russell 

West sentenced Craigen to 27 years in

trial as well, and the sentencing is
-

-
ers.

courthouse security for the trial, re-

-

-
son to wear a long tie, which Craigen

-
kinson wore a bow tie. 

Convicted murderer Craigen 
guilty on explosives charges

By JADE MCDOWELL
East Oregonian

-
clared the Great Recession 

-
-

ally gotten worse since then.

Children First for Oregon 

-

-
rector Tonia Hunt said.

The numbers in Umatilla 
County, taken from a 2014 

Umatilla County are children, 

statewide.

shows other statewide indi-
-

cluding health and education 

Hunt said one of the big-
gest things the state can do 

-
-

-

home and teach them and we 

abuse and neglect only reach 

children in Oregon.
Much has been said about 

Oregon’s dismal graduation 

rates and state test scores, 
and Children First for Oregon 
condemned them as well. 
The organization encouraged 

for all, while in the meantime 

are already being taken 
-

week that was awarded a 
$780,000 grant from the fed-

more children to the Head 
-

teachers.

the county, Children First for 
Oregon found that Oregon 
ranked in the bottom half of 
nine of the 10 child welfare 
categories it measures. The 

Oregon is ranked 11th in the 
country.

To combat Oregon’s low 
-

should be considered by the 
state legislature, including a 
$15 minimum wage, earned 
sick days for low-wage work-

-
school and increased assis-

concerned about “making 

www.orunitedforkids.org to 
-

tions and concerned citizens 
in sharing ideas for a “Chil-

legislature to consider.
“I think as a state we need 

said.

Contact Jade McDowell 
at jmcdowell@eastorego-
nian.com or 541-564-4536.      

Oregon worse 
since recession

Craigen

PENDLETON

would manage the facility 

contract or extend it for two 
more years.

George said the tribes 

gaming regulations. Federal 

had enacted the Indian Gam-
ing Regulatory Act, which 
basically allows tribes to of-

allowed in the state where 

A four-man negotiating 

Board of Trustee Chairman 
Elwood Patawa and Eco-

-

months hammering out a 
-

nor Barbara Roberts.
At the time, Oregon al-

lowed bingo halls, horse 

-
er clubs and casino nights 

-

-

fair game for Oregon tribes. 

-

-

way to train staff. Customers 

when the facility reached ca-

“There were huge lines to 
-

this has a chance to suc-

Customers continued 

transferred to a brick-and-
mortar facility that had a 

with rolling thunder, faux 
rock, a tree in the restaurant, 
waterfalls, singing birds and 

snack bar. The facility of-

table games and a bingo hall. 

The next year, a golf course 

Cultural Institute, which is 

casino.  

then the larger hotel and the-

the lights and noise of 1,200 

budget was $500,000 and 

he said. “In 2014, we em-

budget is almost $70 million, 

-
table organizations and the 

general welfare of the tribes.

-
ty. Currently, the CTUIR is
one of nine Oregon tribes

As George looks into the

Wildhorse and the tribes will
-

sify. 

include another 10-story

small original two-story ho-

center that could seat 1,500. 
George said Wildhorse’s

greater Pendleton commu-
nity.

-
horse as a threat, but I would
counter by saying we bring a

he said. “There’s no doubt 
in my mind that as we grow,

Contact Kathy Aney at
kaney@eastoregonian.com 
or call 541-966-0810.
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Staff photo by E.J. Harris

More than 300 competitors face off in a no-limit Texas Hold’em tournament at the 2014 Wildhorse Summer
Poker Round-up in Mission.

CEO Jim Cheney estimated 
-

meeting, business leaders 
listed La Grande, Walla Walla 
and Hermiston as residential 

from to work in Pendleton. 
The tough housing mar-

ket has an effect on incoming 

Austin Black, a manager 
at Lifeways, was recruited 

Pendleton. 

months in a hotel while he 

-

When he heard about the 
-

Black said. 

three-bedroom home at 
Pendleton Heights, Black 

Echoing the words of his 

said the lack of housing was 
a deterrent to attracting high 

Outside of the model 
home Brown held the meet-

-
ing belied the fact that Pend-
leton Heights is still a work in 

Market analyst Greg 

could boost the city housing 
market. 

the city donated the land and 
fronted the money to extend 

When a lender was only 

Housing and Community 

causing the lender to increase 

Brown said she was im-

workforce housing. 

meeting, Brown said each 
community in Oregon has 

and encouraged further work 
from the state’s regional solu-

issues. 

Contact Antonio Sierra at 
asierra@eastoregonian.com 
or 541-966-0836.

BROWN: 

Continued from 1A

 Place a Yard Sale Ad
 25 words, 3 days, private party only

 $20.00 East Oregonian & Hermiston Herald

 Call Paula
 541-278-2678

 Yard Sale Kits -  $5.00
 Includes 2 signs & stakes, 
 price stickers & coupons

 Find Your 
 Find Your 

 Pots of  Pots of 
 Gold! Gold!


