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BMCC bond
better than before,
ready to be passed

Way back in November 2013
(when we’d never heard of ISIS
and gas cost over $3 a gallon!),
we supported Blue Mountain
Community College’s continuation
bond. We had our quibbles with
it — a rodeo facility just up the
road from one of the best arenas in
America, for example — but we
were supportive of the overall plan.

We were
some of the few,
however.

The bond was
soundly defeated
in nearly every
precinct outside
of Pendleton and

It will keep BMCC
at the cutting
edge of education
and vocational
training, which

and Experiment Station. A planned
partnership with OSU would
allow BMCC to avoid purchasing
expensive center pivots that are
already on the ground. There are
plenty of matching state dollars that
would come to the college if the
bond passes.

It’s a little cheaper. Last time,
the proposal was for about $28.1
million. This time,
it’s for about $25
million. It will
cost Umatilla and
Morrow County
homeowners about
a quarter for every
$1,000 of assessed

BMCC brass were value. The median
preeabackic e will keep @ strong S5 000 home
Now, more than WOrI(fO rce In OUr  annually, for
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return to voters corner OF the BMCC'’s bond

with a more
detailed picture,
albeit with fewer
bells and whistles.

The new bond
has everything we liked about
the first one. It goes all-in on new
technology, especially the irrigated
agriculture and workforce training
centers that are key to keeping the
Eastern Oregon economy humming.
It also cleans up some of the major
problems with the facility itself that
have been detrimental to learning —
a lack of classroom space, outdated
air and electrical infrastructure, an
unsecured environment.

The new bond also strips away
some of the luxury items. The
covered arena, for instance, is no
longer part of the plan. And we’d
love to see the BMCC theater get
a much-needed makeover, but
makeovers by definition are not
essential. That kind of upgrade is
best accomplished by volunteer
fundraising and grants rather than
putting taxpayers on the hook. The
theater and pool upgrades have both
been pushed aside.

The school has also strengthened
partnerships with other educational
institutions in Eastern Oregon,
including the Port of Morrow
and Oregon State University’s
Hermiston Agricultural Research

state. And that is
imperative.

isn’t the sexiest

— not the first time
around and not
now. It will not pay
for a sparkling new
building, it won’t drastically increase
enrollment, it won’t produce a

lot of things you can see, touch,
appreciate — which voters like
when they agree to raise their taxes.
That’s why BMCC had to be more
proactive in touting the benefits and
must be more concrete with their
explanations and arguments than
they were the last time they went to
voters.

And they have been. BMCC
president Camille Preus’ travel
schedule rivals that of a short-haul
trucker. She and the BMCC public
relations team have been giving their
spiel at community organizations,
forums, businesses and nursing
homes for months. And that effort
ramps up to another level as voting
day inches closer.

No, the bond doesn’t have a lot
you can proudly point at out your
car window and say “I’m paying
for that.” But it will keep BMCC at
the cutting edge of education and
vocational training, which will keep
a strong workforce in our corner of
the state. And that is imperative.

We recommend a yes vote come
May.

Unsigned editorials are the opinion of the East Oregonian editorial board of Publisher
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necessarily that of the East Oregonian.
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OTHER VIEWS

When liberals blew it

ifty years ago this month,
FDemocrats made a historic
mistake.

Daniel Patrick Moynihan, at the
time a federal official, wrote a famous
report in March 1965 on family
breakdown among African-Americans.
He argued presciently and powerfully

Indeed, a single parent is the new
norm. At some point before they turn
18, a majority of all U.S. children will
likely live with a single mom and no
dad.

My point isn’t to cast judgment
on nontraditional families, for single
parents can be as loving as any. In fact,

that the rise of single-parent NIcHOLAs | When one parent is abusive, the child
households would make poverty more KrisTop | may be better off raised by the other
intractable. Comment parent alone. And well-off kids often

“The fundamental problem,”

get plenty of support whether from one

Moynihan wrote, is family breakdown.

In a follow-up, he explained: “From

the wild Irish slums of the 19th-century
Eastern seaboard, to the riot-torn suburbs
of Los Angeles, there is one unmistakable
lesson in American history: a community
that allows large numbers of young men
to grow up in broken
families ... never acquiring
any stable relationship

to male authority, never
acquiring any set of rational
expectations about the future
— that community asks for
and gets chaos.”

Moynihan
was right to
emphamze the

parent or two.

One kind of nontraditional household
does particularly well. One study found that
children raised by same-sex couples excelled
by some measures, apparently because the
parents doted on their children — most gay
couples don’t have unwanted children whom
they neglect.

Yet Moynihan was
absolutely right to emphasize
the consequences for low-
income children of changing
family structure. Partly
because there is often only
one income coming into a

Liberals brutally con Seq Pe nces single-parent household,
denounced Moynihan as Fo r |OW' INcome  children of unmarried moms
aracist. He himself had Ch | | CI ren o F are roughly five times as
grown up in a single-mother likely to live in poverty as
household and worked as a . . children of married couples.
shoeshine boy at the corner C hCI n 9 In 9 fCI mi |)’ Causation is difficult to
of Broadway and 43rd Street structure. tease from correlation. But

in Manhattan, yet he was
accused of being aloof and
patronizing, and of “blaming
the victim.”

“My major criticism of the report is
that it assumes that middle-class American
values are the correct values for everyone in
America,” protested Floyd McKissick, then a
prominent black civil rights leader.

The liberal denunciations of Moynihan
were terribly unfair. In fact, Moynihan
emphasized that slavery, discrimination and
“three centuries of injustice” had devastated
the black family. He favored job and education
programs to help buttress the family.

But the scathing commentary led President
Lyndon Johnson to distance himself from the
Moynihan report. Scholars, fearful of being
accused of racism, mostly avoided studying
family structure and poverty.

In 1992, Vice President Dan Quayle
stepped into the breach by emphasizing the
role of the family in addressing poverty,
including a brief reference to Murphy Brown,
a television character who was a single mom.
Liberals rushed to ridicule Quayle for sexism
and outdated moralism, causing politicians to
tread this ground ever more carefully.

The taboo on careful research on family
structure and poverty was broken by William
Julius Wilson, an eminent black sociologist. He
has praised Moynihan’s report as “a prophetic
document,” for evidence is now overwhelming
that family structure matters a great deal for
low-income children of any color.

In 2013, 71 percent of black children in
America were born to an unwed mother, as
were 53 percent of Hispanic children and 36
percent of white children.

efforts to do that suggest that
growing up with just one
biological parent reduces the
chance that a child will graduate from high
school by 40 percent, according to an essay by
Sara McLanahan of Princeton and Christopher
Jencks of Harvard. They point to the likely
mechanism: “A father’s absence increases
antisocial behavior, such as aggression, rule-
breaking, delinquency and illegal drug use.”
These effects are greater on boys than on girls.
Conservatives shouldn’t chortle at the
evidence that liberals blew it, for they did as
well. Conservatives say all the right things about
honoring families, but they led the disastrous
American experiment in mass incarceration;
incarceration rates have quintupled since
the 1970s. That devastated families, leading
countless boys to grow up without dads.
What can be done?
In line with Moynihan’s thinking, we
can support programs to boost the economic
prospects for poorer families. We can help
girls and young women avoid pregnancy (30
percent of U.S. girls become pregnant by age
19). If they delay childbearing, they’ll be more
likely to marry and form stable families, notes
Isabel Sawhill of the Brookings Institution.
So let’s learn from 50 years of mistakes.
A starting point is to acknowledge the role of
families in fighting poverty. That’s not about
being a moralistic scold but about helping
American kids.

|
Nicholas Kristof grew up on a sheep and
cherry farm in Yamhill, Oregon. Kristof, a
columnist for The New York Times since 2001,
won the Pulitzer Prize two times, in 1990 and
2006.
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Energy spent on statue better
focused on current Buckaroos

Allow me to be the latest to pitch an 11th
hour letter to the editor concerning placement
of the Pendleton Don Requa statue. The
article in last week’s East Oregonian seems
to confirm the heavy lifting is all but done.

I commend the energetic spirit of those who
envision, fund raise and organize to contribute
something of value to the city.

This energetic advocacy is the backbone
of what makes a great community. Yet, given
time and the reported cost of the statue project,
I believe the message this fixture sends will be
much different than the one intended.

I played for coach Don Requa late in his
lasting career. I left the field of play, like so
many others, bearing something of value from
the exchange.

Yet I have come to see that what I received
did not so much come at the hands of one
man, but was given to me by a cadre of

committed coaches and those many others
across the Pendleton community who
generously gave their time and support. It was
obvious early, football meant community.

To the coming generations of Buckaroo
football players who make the Friday night
ride to the Round-Up Arena and lay cleat upon
the clodded hardpan of heritage, “Message
sent and received!” Buckaroo football
enthusiasts with the will and the means to
back it have decided to construct a monument
to edify the past, rather than plow that same
sizable investment as seed and testament to
the future. This is vision and legacy?

While it is well and good to honor
excellence, I believe the best recognition
is demonstrated by dedicating focus and
resources solely on the next generation of
young people who need to understand what
excellence looks like in action.

Patrick Temple (PHS Class of 1985)
Hermiston
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