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U.S. report finds racial bias in Ferguson police
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By ERIC TUCKER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A Jus-
tice Department investigation
found sweeping patterns of
racial bias within the Fergu-
son, Missouri, police depart-
ment, with officers routinely
discriminating against blacks
by using excessive force,
issuing petty citations and
making baseless traffic stops,
according to law enforcement
officials familiar with its find-
ings.

The report, to be released
as soon as Wednesday, marks
the culmination of a months-
long investigation into a po-
lice department that federal
officials have described as
troubled and that commanded
national attention after one of
its officers shot and killed an
unarmed black man, 18-year-
old Michael Brown, last sum-
mer.

It chronicles discriminato-
ry practices across the city’s
criminal justice system, de-
tailing problems from initial
encounters with patrol offi-
cers to treatment in the mu-
nicipal court and jail. Federal
law enforcement officials de-
scribed its contents on con-
dition of anonymity because
they were not authorized to
speak publicly before the re-
port is released.

The full report could serve
as a roadmap for significant
changes by the department,
if city officials accept its

Corrections
About 8,000 pounds of
onions were delivered to
the Oregon state capitol on
Monday as part of a dona-
tion to the Oregon Food
Bank. Incorrect informa-
tion was provided to the
East Oregonian and print-
ed on Page 3A of Tues-
day’s East Oregonian.

The World Day of
Prayer observance at Peace
Lutheran Church in Pend-
leton is scheduled for Fri-
day, March 6. Incorrect
information was printed
on Page 10A of Tuesday’s
East Oregonian.

The East Oregonian
works hard to be accu-
rate and sincerely regrets
any errors. If you notice
a mistake in the paper,
please call 541-966-0818.

findings. Past federal inves-
tigations of local police de-
partments have encouraged
overhauls of fundamental po-
lice procedures such as traffic
stops and the use of service
weapons.

The investigation, which
began weeks after Brown’s
killing last August, is being
released as Attorney General
Eric Holder prepares to leave
his job following a six-year
tenure that focused largely
on civil rights. The findings
are based on interviews with
police leaders and residents,
a review of more than 35,000
pages of police records and
analysis of data on stops,
searches and arrests.

Federal officials found
that black motorists from

2012 to 2014 were more than
twice as likely as whites to be
searched in traffic stops, even
though they were 26 percent
less likely to be found carry-
ing contraband, according to
a summary of the findings.

The review also found
that blacks were 68 percent
less likely than others to have
their cases dismissed by a
municipal court judge. And
from April to September of
last year, 95 percent of people
kept at the city jail for more
than two days were black, it
found. Of the cases in which
the police department docu-
mented the use of force, 88
percent involved blacks, and
victims of the 14 dog bites re-
corded by the department all
were black.

Overall, African Ameri-
cans make up 67 percent of
the population of Ferguson,
about 10 miles north of down-
town St. Louis. The police de-
partment has been criticized
as racially imbalanced and
not reflective of the commu-
nity’s demographic makeup.

Brown’s killing set off
weeks of protests and initiat-
ed a national dialogue about
police use of force and their
relations with minority com-
munities. A separate report
to be issued soon is expected
to clear the officer, Darren
Wilson, of federal civil rights
charges.

Ben Crump, the attorney
for the Brown family, said
that if the reports about the
findings are true, they “con-
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McKay Creek Estates
presents:

McKay Creek Estates
1601 Southgate Place

Join us as we host a lecture series to
increase safety awareness on fall prevention,
common home injuries and provide solutions
to keep you and your loved one safe!

Pendleton, Oregon 97801
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”Alays be Safe to Ensure an Active

Learn the 411 on Medicare Coverage
TUESDAY, MARCH 24, 3:30 PM

Medicare is a government-sponsored program that people over the age of 65 and
those who meet their special criteria turn to for their social insurance. This program
provides health insurance, normally to seniors. Come and learn more about what it
covers and what it does not.
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Avoid Bathroom Dangers - CONCLUDED
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Dangers exist all around your home, and unless safety precautions are in place, you
leave yourself in danger. Aside from the kitchen, the bathroom is one of the most
dangerous rooms in your home. Recognizing these dangers, and making some
common sense decisions, will go a long way in protecting you and your family.

Durable Medical Equipment Can Keep You Independent
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Durable medical equipment is any medical equipment used in the home to aid in a
better quality of living. It is a benefit included through most insurance. In some
cases, certain Medicare benefits may pay for them.

For more information or to RSVP, call us at (541) 276-1987 or visit us today!

P

Prestige Senior Living, L.L.C.
www.PrestigeCare.com

firm what Michael Brown’s
family has believed all along,
and that is that the tragic kill-
ing of an unarmed 18-year-
old black teenager was part
of a systemic pattern of in-
appropriate policing of Afti-
can-American citizens in the
Ferguson community.”

The report provides direct
evidence of racial bias among
police officers and court
workers, and details a crimi-
nal justice system that issues
citations for petty infractions
such as walking in the mid-
dle of the street, putting the
raising of revenue from fines
ahead of public safety. The
physical tussle that led to

Brown’s death began after
Wilson told him and a friend
to move from the street to the
sidewalk.

The practice hits poor
people especially hard, some-
times leading to jail time
when they can’t pay, the re-
port says, and has contributed
to a cynicism about the police
on the part of citizens.

Among the report’s find-
ings was a racially tinged
2008 message in a munic-
ipal email account stating
that President Barack Obama
would not be president for
very long because “what
black man holds a steady job
for four years.”
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