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Mumford & Sons, Foo Fighters headline Walla Walla ‘stopover’

Tickets go on sale Friday
for Aug. music festival

Walla Walla Union-Bulletin

A first-of-its-kind music festival
will double the size of Walla Walla
for one weekend this summer.

Grammy winning folk rock band
Mumford & Sons will be joined by
Washington rock royalty Foo Fight-
ers, plus Flaming Lips and about 27
other national, regional and local
bands to bring big-time music into
small-town America.

The City of Walla Walla and
Downtown Walla Walla Foundation
on Monday morning detailed what’s
to come for the Aug. 13-15 festival,
the same weekend as the Umatilla
County Fair.

The festival will start with smaller
acts Thursday evening and is expect-
ed to infuse upward of $12 million
in the economy, said City Manager
Nabiel Shawa.

“Hold onto your boots, down-
town merchants,” Shawa said.
“We’re looking forward to a nice
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Mumford & Sons will headline the Gentlemen of the Road Stop-

over in WallaWalla on August 13-

little sales tax increase this summer.”
The tour carries on Mumford &
Sons’ intent to bring live music to
communities off the beaten path.
“The Gentlemen of the Road
Stopovers are all about live music,”
the band said in a prepared statement.
“We get to put them on in towns

15, 2015.

not normally frequented by touring
bands in buses or splitter vans. We
deliberately look for towns that have
something unique, or some vibe of
which they are proud, explore them
and enjoy what they have to offer.”
Other stops on the tour for the
British band known for incorporat-

“We deliberately look for
towns that have some’rhing
unique, or some vibe of
which they are proud,
explore them and enjoy
what they have to offer.”
— Mumford & Sons

ing bluegrass and folk instrumen-
tation — banjo, mandolin, upright
bass, for instance — are Seaside
Heights, N.J.; Waverly, lowa; and
Salida, Colo. Mumford & Sons will
tour to support its third studio album,
“Wilder Mind,” to be released in
May through Glassnote Records and
produced by James Ford, who also
produced Arctic Monkeys, HAIM
and Florence & The Machine.

Not all of the communities, how-
ever, will get the added treat of Foo
Fighters. Started in 1994, Gram-
my-winning Foo Fighters took root
in Seattle as Dave Grohl’s new proj-
ect following the death of Kurt Co-
bain and the subsequent dissolution

of Nirvana.

The tickets are $199 and cover
the entire festival. They go on sale
Friday at 10 a.m. Tickets will be
available through Mumford & Sons
website. A designated amount will
also be available through the Walla
Walla Visitors Center booth. Other
performers include Jenny Lewis,
Dawes, The Vaccines, Tune-Yards,
James Vincent McMorrow, Blake
Mills and Jeff The Brotherhood.
More artists will be announced as
the festival nears.

The Friday and Saturday head-
liners will take place at the Whitman
College Athletic Field. That venue
can accommodate 35,000 to 40,000
people.

Veterans Memorial Golf Course
will be shut down for one week to
accommodate camping for 26,000.
The left turn onto Middle Waitsburg
Road from U.S. Highway 12 will be
closed, said Walla Walla Parks and
Recreation Director Jim Dumont.

A second venue will be down-
town Walla Walla, which will serve
as stage for continuous band perfor-
mances throughout the weekend.
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