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By PHIL WRIGHT
East Oregonian

Pendleton police Tues-
day arrested two men sus-
pected of stabbing a third.

Pendleton police Chief 
Stuart Roberts said in a 
written statement Joe Bon-
ner, 46, of Pendleton, and 
Christopher Lyons, 42, of 
Hermiston, each 
face the charge 

assault. 
Roberts said 

the case began 
Monday at 2:16 
a.m. when St. 
Anthony Hos-
pital, Pendle-
ton, reported a 
male came to 
the emergency 
department and 
said he was as-
saulted. A Pend-

responded and 
found John Hall, 
46, of Pendle-
ton, suffered a 
stab wound to 
his mid/lower 
left back and 
a cut approxi-
mately 12 inch-
es across to his right pec-
toral region.  

-
cer was not able to spend 
much time soliciting infor-
mation from Hall due to 
his medical condition, ac-
cording to Roberts. But the 

of the alleged assault and 

they believed to be the 
scene of the assault in the 
500 block of Northwest 
Bailey Avenue, Pendleton.

Over the course of the 
next 36 hours, according 
to Roberts, Pendleton po-
lice detectives re-inter-
viewed Hall, seized and 
viewed video from the 

questioned witnesses to
come up with Bonner and
Lyons as the suspects. In-
formation from Pendleton
police and the county jail

-
rived at about noon Tues-
day at Homestead Apart-
ments, 516 N.W. Bailey
Ave., to serve an arrest
warrant. Police took the

men into cus-
tody for ques-
tioning, Roberts
stated, and later
booked them
into the Umatil-
la County Jail,
Pendleton. Rob-
erts also stated
the Umatilla
County District
Attorney’s Of-

arraign Bonner
and Lyons this 
week.

“Bonner and
Lyons are con-
victed felons
with extensive
criminal histo-
ries,” Roberts
reported.

Larry Blanc,
spokesman with
St. Anthony, 

said Hall received treat-
ment in the emergency de-
partment, then the hospital
placed him in the intensive
care unit. Now Hall is in 
a regular hospital room, 
Blanc said, and is in fair
condition. 

This was the second
assault involving a knife 
inside a week in Pendle-
ton. Jason Leis, 31, is in
jail on numerous charges
on suspicion he attacked
his father and another man 
Friday night in Pendleton 
and then slit the throat of a
Chihuahua.

———
Contact Phil Wright at

pwright@eastoregonian.
com or 541-966-0833.

Police arrest 
two in second 
weekend stabbing
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East Oregonian

The U.S. Navy has invest-
ed $1 million into a new staff 
housing building at its training 
facility and bombing range 
south of Boardman, replacing 
two older and obsolete build-
ings on the property.

-

together for a ribbon cutting 
ceremony Feb. 18. The build-
ing will provide housing and 

-
signed to the range, as well as 

during training exercises.
Kent Mathes, who serves 

as the Navy’s Northwest 
Training Range Complex 

the vital role of the Boardman 
Range in preparing military 
personnel for combat.

Currently, the Boardman 
Range is the principal train-
ing grounds for Boeing EA-
18G Growler aircraft based 
at Naval Air Station Whidbey 
Island in Washington. These 
squadrons are essential during 
airstrike missions around the 
world, Mathes said, by elim-

inating the enemy’s radar and 
communication defenses — 
known as tactical electronic 
warfare.

“Basically, we attempt to 
blind and deafen the enemy 
before we attack,” Mathes 
said.

The 47,400-acre Board-
man range is also used for 
drone testing and training 
pilots on low-altitude maneu-
vering. Eastern Oregon’s rela-

dry climate make it an ideal 
location for these exercises, 
Mathes said.

The Navy uses the Board-
man range almost year-round, 
though its support buildings 
had simply become substan-

which Mathes said was more 
like a double-wide trailer, 
was condemned due to water 
damage and another building 

outlived its original purpose.

“We wanted to replace 
both of those with something 
new and more functional,” 
Mathes said.

The nine-month build-
ing project was completed in 
January. Capt. Michael Nort-

NAS Whidbey Island, attend-
ed the ceremony along with 
Chief Machinist’s Mate Don-
ald Veach, the leading chief 

Morrow County Judge 
Terry Tallman, Commissioner 
Don Russell, Planning Direc-
tor Carla McLane and others 
were also invited to attend 
and toured the new building. 
McLane said the community 
is proud of its ongoing and 
historical support of the U.S. 
military.

“The Navy’s involvement 
in Morrow County has done 
nothing but improve,” Mc-
Lane said.

———
Contact George Plaven at 

gplaven@eastoregonian.com 
or 541-564-4547.

Navy opens new $1M housing at bombing range
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U.S. Navy Capt. Michael Nortier, left, and Chief Ma-
chinist’s Mate Donald Veach cut the ribbon on a new 
$1 million operational support and medical treatment 
building at the Naval Weapons Systems Training Facil-
ity near Boardman.

By PHIL WRIGHT
East Oregonian

An 8-year-old computer 
scam continues to nab fresh 
victims, and a new version 
of an old phone scam tried to 
lure a Pendleton woman.

Pat Struthers, owner of 
computer repair and consult-
ing businesses in Heppner 
and Pendleton, warned locals 
on how to avoid the pitfalls of 
computer cheats.

Struthers said scammers 
pose as working for Micro-
soft. They call you, or perhaps 
lure you through a fake mes-
sage alert or an email, he said, 
and give a spiel that Micro-
soft has detected something 
wrong with your computer. 

said, for a price, of course. 
But, Struthers said, the 

software giant would never 
call, email or send a message 
to you.

“They would never con-

tact you,” he said. “They 
would never have you call 
them.”

In “99 percent” of all com-
puters, he said, the manufac-
turer of the machine provides 
support, not Microsoft. And 
once someone gives the swin-
dler access, they will bilk the 
person for money in a ruse 
to get the computer working 
right again. Struthers said he 
has yet to see that actually 
happen.

“No one thinks their com-
puters run fast enough,” he 
said, “so it’s easy for some-
one to get their hooks in.”

In recent weeks, Struthers 
said, he repaired computers 
for two customers who fell 
for the trap. He also said sim-
ilar calls or emails claiming 
to be from Internet service 
providers are just as bunk.

In an unrelated case, Rob-
ert Jones of Pendleton said a 
caller last week tried to pass 
himself off as her grandson, 

claiming he had been in a car 
crash and suffered a broken 
nose, and that was why he 
sounded odd. 

“I have a grandson that 
was in an automobile acci-
dent — a mishap — a couple 
of weeks ago,” she said. 

Jones said panic started 
to set in, and she blurted out 
the name of the grandson the 
caller sounded most like. She 
also was concerned because 
she and her husband, Leland 
B. Jones, carry his auto insur-
ance. 

Instead of saying much 
more, she handed the phone 
to her husband, who she said 
is rock steady in a crisis. He 
took the phone and the line 
went dead. She also said he 

that he was not in a crash.
Roberta Jones said grand-

parents’ weakness is their 
grandchildren, but even so, 
folks should be cautious 
about these kinds of calls.

Computer expert warns locals to avoid scam

By SEAN HART
EO Media Group

People can vote for their 
favorite craft beers in Hermis-
ton Saturday by sampling the 
beverages produced by brew-

Nookies Restaurant & Brew-
ery.

General Manager Monica 
Todd said eight brewers from 

“locked in,” including Ala-
meda, Ice Harbor, Hop Valley, 
Prodigal Son, Laht Neppur, 
Beer Valley, Dragon’s Gate 
and Terminal Gravity. 

They will join Nookies’ 
regular brewer at the event. 
With no limit on the num-
ber of beers each brewer can 
bring, attendees may have dif-

for the people’s choice award.
Sales Manager Bill Fos-

ter said several other brewers 
might also attend, and many 

of the beers to be sampled 
are only available from those 
brewers, such as those from 
the Hermiston Brewing Com-
pany inside Nookies.

“It will be an opportunity 
for (people) to try some beers 
that they otherwise would not 

be able to get their hands on,” 
he said. “Obviously, nothing 
of this magnitude has been 
done right here in this area, 
and that’s something we really 
wanted to do was to try to help 
give that extra kick to craft 
beer. We just want to use this 

as a platform for craft beer.”
Different beer-based foods 

will also be available to pair 
with the drinks, and the Wal-
la Walla-based blues band 
Big Font will provide music 
for the event, which will take 
place outside. 

The festival is from 11 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Saturday outside of 
Nookies, 125 N. First St., 
Hermiston.

For $10, attendees will 
receive 10 tickets to sample 
the craft beers. For $15, at-
tendees will receive the 10 
tickets and a souvenir event 
glass, but supplies are limited. 
For $5, designated drivers and 
others who do not want sam-
ple tickets can attend. People 
who have paid the $270 fee 
for a lifetime membership as a 
Nookies “founder” can attend 
for $8.

For more information, call 
541-289-7414 or visit hermis-
tonbrewingcompany.com.
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Hermiston Brewing Company has a wide variety of 
beers on tap, some of which will be featured at the 
Beerex Fest Saturday outside of Nookies Restaurant, 
along with craft beers from at least eight other brewers.

Brewers converge for first Beerex Fest 

 Fish Tacos  - $7.75/Adults - $6.50/Seniors - $5.00/Children
 All you can eat  fish tacos served with rice, beans, and cole slaw.

 Clam Chowder   - $4.25
 Heaping portion of house made clam chowder served in a bread bowl.

 Baked Potato Bar   - $4.00/with toppings - $3.00/with butter only
 An extra-large baked potato filled with choice of toppings.

 Fabulous
 Friday

 2801 St. Anthony Way, Pendleton, OR 97801

 February 27 from 5 to 6:30 p.m.
 @ the St. Anthony Hospital Blue Mountain Cafe

 FISH

 NW FARM SUPPLY
 Farm & Ranch Headquarters

 80411 Hwy 395 N., Hermiston, OR 
 (541) 567-5650

 Store Hours: M-F 7:30-6 • Sat 8-5

 870 N 4th, Walla Walla, WA
 (509) 529-3253

 Store Hours: M-F 8-6 • Sat 8-5

 EARLY              SALE Spring

 PRICES GOOD THROUGH 3/14/2015


