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RADIO: Broadcast its first
song in November 2013
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on Main Street became an
unofficial rallying place for
supporters waiting to hear
the results.

“We are a radio for the
people,” Sanchez said.

Villanueva said the sta-
tion was Sanchez’s brain-
child.

“He’s our teacher, he’s
the one who has been guid-
ing us. He’s a pioneer,” Vil-
lanueva said.

The station broadcasts
at 25,000 watts over two
frequencies (99.5 FM in
Hermiston and 100.1 FM in
La Grande) but listeners can
also tune in online at www.
radiolaley995.com. Perhaps
its most popular medium,
however, is by phone. Lis-
teners can call 401-347-
0320 and use headphones or
speakerphone to listen.

“We created it for low-in-
come farm workers with
no data plan but unlimited
minutes,” Villanueva said.
“Anything they do, in the
fields or in the restaurants,
they can have La Ley with
them.”

In the mornings from
5-10 a.m. DJ Rafael Carde-
nas runs “a little comedy
show” on air. Sanchez takes
over from 10 am. to 3 p.m.
and runs event information
and public service announce-
ments between songs. And
Villanueva runs from 3 p.m.
to 7 p.m. with a thought of
the day followed by song
requests and the occasional
on-air interview. On Sun-
days the station leaves slots
open for preachers from
local churches. And in the
afternoon Eddie de la Cruz,
a member of the city’s His-
panic Advisory Committee,
conducts live interviews.

Soon the station will have
a night show from midnight
to 5 am. aimed at keeping
truck drivers and other night
shift workers awake. The
station also entered into an

“We love our
work. We love
what we do. We
are here and we
can do it.”

— Martin Villanueva,
La Ley radio DJ

agreement with the Fast Or-
egonian to broadcast more
local, Spanish-language
news.

Sanchez said the radio sta-
tion broadcast its first song
in November 2013, hoping
to serve the roughly 45 per-
cent of Hermiston’s popu-
lation that speaks Spanish.
He said at first it was mostly
Latino-centric ~ businesses
running advertising with the
station. But now large chains
are buying airtime, too. The
station also donates time for
nonprofits and public service
announcements.

The station is doing so
well that Villanueva and
Sanchez, who have been
commuting every day from
Pasco, are house-shopping
in Hermiston.

“We’re going to become
Oregonians,”  Villanueva
said.

He referenced the recent
police shooting of a His-
panic man in Pasco that has
made national headlines, and
said having a Spanish-speak-
ing radio station that works
closely with the city’s His-
panic Advisory Committee
helps foster good communi-
cation between Hermiston’s
Spanish-speaking and En-
glish-speaking populations.

“We love our work. We
love what we do,” he said.
“We are here and we can
do it. You want the Latino
market, we can put it in your
hands. Just let us know.”

Contact Jade McDowell
at  jmcdowell@eastorego-
nian.com or 541-564-4536.

DRONE: With more definitive rules
investment would become easier

Continued from 1A

hour, fly directly over a per-
son who isn’t involved in the
flight or drop anything from
the UAV.

FAA Administrator Mi-
chael Huerta said in a press
release that the rules attempt
to balance safety and eco-
nomic interests, although
they are far from set in stone.

Now that the FAA’s pro-
posal has been released, the
rules will be subject to pub-
lic comment, a process that
Pendleton’s range manager
John Stevens said could take
months.

Stevens said he’s already
poring over the regulations
document and will most like-
ly funnel his suggestions and
comments to SOAR Oregon,
a nonprofit that advocates for
the state’s three test ranges.

Regardless of what the
final rules might be, both

Stevens and Economic De-
velopment Director Steve
Chrisman see the proposal as
a positive development.

With  more definitive
rules, they said, investment
in Pendleton’s range would
become easier.

Chrisman said three de-
velopers are showing interest
in building at the Eastern Or-
egon Regional Airport. They
are also continuing to make
progress on signing two
companies to contracts to test
at the range.

The airport is also con-
tinuing to garner interest
from private developers to
build new hangars, accord-
ing to Chrisman, who said
he could easily see six new
hangars at the airport within
ayear and a half.

Contact Antonio Sierra at
asierra@eastoregonian.com
or 541-966-0836.

KICKER: Excess corporate income
tax collections go into school fund
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a kicker is finally determined
for 2013-15 — the May 14
forecast, on which lawmak-
ers will base final decisions
on the next two-year budget,
and a Sept. 1 forecast that
will be released in late Au-
gust.

McMullen said there still
could be a 50 percent chance
that a kicker will occur, given
that the projection is just $59
million above the threshold
to trigger a kicker.

If there is one, taxpayers
will no longer get checks as
a result of a 2011 change.
Lawmakers reverted to the
refund method used before
1995, and credits against the
following year’s taxes will
save an estimated $1 mil-
lion on printing and mailing
checks.

The Senate Finance &
Revenue Committee has be-
gun hearings on a proposal
to retain some excess per-
sonal income taxes for a state
reserve. Sen. Mark Hass,

“It's hard for leg-
islators to explain
how the current

system works.”

— Sen. Mark Hass,
D-Beaverton, Senate Finance &
Revenue Committee chairman

D-Beaverton, the committee
chairman, says voters would
have to be involved at some
point, because voters ap-
proved a ballot measure in
2000 to put the kicker into
the Oregon Constitution.

“It’s hard for legislators to
explain how the current sys-
tem works,” he said.

The economists also proj-
ect excess corporate income
tax collections, but under a
2012 ballot measure, that
money will go into the state
school fund and will not be
rebated.

— The Capital Bureau is
a collaboration between EO
Media Group and Pamplin
Media Group.

AIR QUALITY

Air quality and burn day

information: www.pendle-

ton.or.us/public-works/environmental. Air Quality Index:
www.deq.state.or.us/aqi. Burn Line: 541-966-0327.

LIBRARY: Has until April to avoid defaulting on a $300K loan

Continued from 1A

process of restoring the li-
brary’s occupancy permit.

City Manager Aaron
Palmquist said he antici-
pates the ordeal could be
resolved soon.

“It’s very important this
gets done,” Palmquist said.

The process of building
and opening Irrigon’s new
library hasn’t been pretty. In
2009, patrons began fund-
raising for a new library
building that would replace
their old digs — a retrofitted
school bus parked behind
the city’s lone gas station.

Blueprints for the library
were drawn up in 2012. The
building was finished and
briefly opened in May 2014
before its occupancy per-
mit was pulled less than a
month later.

At issue is a firewall sep-
arating the two properties.
Though they are adjoined,
the library and city hall are
technically located on sep-

arately owned lots. In that
case, state law requires a
four-hour firewall.

Instead, it was built as
a one-hour wall that, ac-
cording to the letter of the
law, creates a fire hazard.
Sides can obtain a waiver
for the firewall requirement,
but first need to ink a new
agreement laying out joint
management of the build-
ing’s common space.

That agreement has been
slow to come. The city
made its first pitch in Oc-
tober, reserving the right to
review any amendments be-
fore forwarding a final deal
along to the State Building
Department. Since then,
sides have hired attorneys,
formed subcommittees
and traded a few propos-
als back and forth trying
to find common ground.
The agreement focuses on
things like cleaning, main-
tenance, decor, insurance
and use of the building’s
common areas. Once it is

signed, sides have agreed
to a building code modifica-
tion that allows a waiver of
the firewall.

The district drafted its
agreement to the city on Jan.
22, which was returned just
in time for the board meet-
ing Wednesday in Heppner.
Director Marsha Richmond
said she feels positive about
getting a deal done.

Time is of the essence.
The district has until April
15 to avoid defaulting on
a $300,000 loan from the
Bank of Eastern Oregon,
which had extended a line
of credit to get the library
built. Richmond said secur-
ing the occupancy permit is
key.

“We’re very hopeful
we can move quickly,” she
said.

Even with a potential
agreement in place, the dis-
trict couldn’t entirely dodge
criticism. Sue Oliver, of
Irrigon, provided testimo-
ny Wednesday accusing
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the board of not providing
proper notice for its meet-
ings and not keeping ade-
quate track of the minutes.

“There is no paper trail.
There is no record being
kept of the documents go-
ing back and forth,” Oliver
said. “A huge part of the
way you got to where you
are today is the way you’ve
conducted your meetings.”
Oliver also said the board
has gone into executive ses-
sion without enough clear
explanation to the public
about what they are dis-
cussing, and paying outside
attorneys when there is free
legal help available to them.

Richmond did not com-
ment on the testimony,
though Anderson said the
board will take her com-
ments under consideration
and strive to be more trans-
parent.

Contact George Plaven
at gplaven@eastoregonian.
com or 541-564-4547.
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