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Oregon sues Oracle over Medicaid system

Software giant says
they will stop hosting
Medicaid enrollment
at end of month

By GOSIA WOZNIACKA
Associated Press

PORTLAND — Oregon has
filed a new lawsuit against Or-
acle Inc. saying the company is
planning to pull the plug on host-
ing the state’s Medicaid system,
which could jeopardize health in-
surance enrollment and re-enroll-
ment for thousands of low-income
Oregonians.

According to the lawsuit, Or-
acle promised the state it would
renew the contract for hosting
Medicaid enrollment, but it sud-
denly notified officials earlier this
month that hosting would termi-
nate at the end of February. The
state says this will bring enroll-
ment in the Oregon Health Plan,
the state’s version of Medicaid, to
a grinding halt; it wants a judge to
force Oracle to continue working
with the state.

Oregon’s Medicaid system,
which runs on Oracle technolo-
gy, processes 26,000 low-income
people each week, according to
the state’s complaint. People can
sign up for Medicaid year-round.

The lawsuit was filed in Mar-
ion County Circuit Court on Fri-
day. Oracle was the main tech-
nology contractor for the botched
Cover Oregon health insurance
exchange, which also included a
Medicaid enrollment system.

Oracle disputes Oregon’s char-
acterization of the disagreement.
In a letter to Oregon officials, Or-
acle’s senior vice president and
general counsel Dorian Daley said
Oracle made no binding promises
to Oregon and the hosting contract
does not contain a provision to re-
new it. The letter was provided by
company spokeswoman Deborah
Hellinger.

In the letter, Oracle blames the
Oregon Health Authority, which
oversees Oregon’s Medicaid pro-
gram, for not having a contingen-
cy plan.

Oregon Health Authority offi-
cials did not respond to repeated
calls for comment about why Ore-
gon didn’t find a different hosting

company, knowing that litigation
between the state and Oracle was
imminent. State officials also did
not explain how long it would take
to find a new hosting service or
what manual processing of Med-
icaid enrollment would look like if
Oracle terminates the hosting.

In April, Oregon ditched
the Oracle-built exchange and
switched to the federal exchange,
HealthCare.gov, to sign up Orego-
nians for private health insurance.
When the federal portal finds that
a person may be eligible for Med-
icaid, it sends the information
back to the state. HealthCare.Gov
does not handle Medicaid enroll-
ment because each state is respon-
sible for managing its own Medic-
aid enrollment system.

Oregon hoped to salvage parts
of the Oracle technology to build
its Medicaid site, but officials lat-
er decided against working with
Oracle. The state is now adopting
technology from Kentucky for
Medicaid enrollment — but that
won’t be completed until Decem-
ber. In the meantime, the state has
continued to use Oracle’s software
and hosting to run Medicaid.

Oracle’s letter says the com-

pany no longer wants to do busi-
ness with Oregon because of what
it believes are absurdities in the
state’s legal actions. The state
has previously sued the Redwood
City, California-based company
over the Cover Oregon debacle,
claiming that Oracle officials lied,
breached contracts and engaged in
“a pattern of racketeering activi-
ty.”

In its complaint, Oregon seeks
a permanent injunction to bar Or-
acle from doing business with the
state in the future.

This, the letter from Oracle
states, “is simply incompatible
with continuing to ask Oracle to
enter into new agreements with
the State.”

Oracle says the state’s “defam-
ing” of Oracle and its work di-
rectly clash with its claim that the
Oracle system is indispensable to
Medicaid’s functioning.

“Now you are demanding that
Oracle keep that very same sys-
tem — the system that the State
has been telling the world does not
work — up and running because it
is critical to signing up thousands
of Oregonians for Medicaid,” the
letter states.

7-week-old baby dies of starvation; parents arrested

Associated Press

GRANTS PASS — An Or-
egon couple involved in online
pornography has been arrested
on charges of murder by abuse
after an autopsy determined their
7-week-old son died of starvation.

Douglas County sheriff’s dep-
uties said Wednesday that Ste-
phen Michael Williams Jr., 26,
and Amanda Marie Hancock, 21,
were arrested Tuesday at their
home in the small town of Glen-
dale.

Prosecutors allege the couple
showed extreme indifference to
human life by causing the death
of Data Toria Hancock through
neglect and maltreatment by fail-
ing to provide adequate food and
medical care.

The two were to be arraigned
Wednesday. Conviction of mur-
der carries a mandatory sentence
of life in prison.

The couple’s 2-year-old son
was taken into protective custody,
Deputy Dwes Hutson said.

An affidavit filed by deputies
says the parents told investigators
they did pornography, which in-
volved the mother self-lactating
while others paid to watch online.

The two also said they fed the
baby milk several times each day
but never took him to a doctor, de-
spite signs he was losing weight.

“Stephen and Amanda both
admitted there was no prenatal
care, and they didn’t go to any
doctor’s appointments after Data
was born,” the probable-cause af-
fidavit said.

AP Photo/Douglas County Sheriff's Office
This Tuesday booking photo shows Stephen Williams Jr., 26 and
Amanda Hancock, 21, of Glendale. Williams and Hancock were
arrested Tuesday at their home in Glendale on charges of mur-
der by abuse after their seven-week-old baby boy, Data Hancock,
was determined to have died of starvation.

Williams told investigators he
thought the baby had lost some
weight, but he didn’t call the doc-
tor “because that was Amanda’s
responsibility,” the document
said. “This was the agreement
they had made.”

Deputy  District  Attorney
Shannon Sullivan said attorneys
would be appointed by the court

“Stephen and Amanda
both admitted there was
no prenatal care, and
they didn’t go fo any
doctor’s appointments
after Data was born.”

— Probable-cause affidavit

for Williams and Hancock. Oth-
erwise, Sullivan said she had no
comment.

Glendale is a town of about
875 people in southwestern Or-
egon timber country, which has
struggled economically since na-
tional forest logging was sharply
reduced in the 1990s to protect
fish and wildlife. Leading em-
ployers include a wood products
mill and public schools.

The affidavit says an ambu-
lance was called to the couple’s
home Jan. 22 to treat an infant
who had stopped breathing. Ef-
forts to revive the baby were un-
successful.

An autopsy performed at the
state medical examiner’s office
determined the baby died of star-
vation, authorities said.

Outgoing
governor
commutes
sentence

SALEM, Ore. (AP) — As one
of his final acts in office, Oregon’s
outgoing governor, John Kitzhaber,
commuted the prison sentence of a
young inmate convicted of attempted
murder.

Sang Dao, 25, sentenced to more
than 12 years in prison, will be re-
leased next month, more than three
years early.

Dao eamned a bachelor’s degree
from Portland State University while
behind bars, and Kitzhaber’s fiancee,
Cylvia Hayes, spoke at his graduation
ceremony last summer.

Hayes was at the center of the
ethics controversy that prompted
Kitzhaber to step down effective
Wednesday. She has been accused of
using their relationship to land work
for her consulting firm.

Kitzhaber has denied wrongdoing
on both their parts.

The commutation, obtained by
The Associated Press, was signed
Tuesday, a day before Kitzhaber
handed power to his successor, Kate
Brown. Brown signed the document
in her former role as secretary of state.

It was not immediately clear why
Kitzhaber granted Dao clemency.

Dao will leave prison March 17.
Department of Corrections records
show his earliest possible release date
had been in November 2018. His at-
tempted murder conviction included
unlawful use of a weapon and assault.

In earning his degree while at Ma-
cLaren Youth Correctional Facility,
however, Dao “took advantage of
all the benefits and the programs that
we offered, and he made the most of
them,” spokesman C.J. Drake said.

“His conduct and his reformation
while he was with us was exempla-
ry,” Drake said.

Hayes, speaking at the graduation
ceremony, told the graduates “edu-
cation is something no one can take
from you.”

Dao was transferred in Novem-
ber to a state prison in Salem when
he aged out of the youth correctional
system.

Corrections

The East Oregonian works
hard to be accurate and sincerely
regrets any errors. If you notice a
mistake in the paper, please call
541-966-0818.

FAsT ( )REGONIAN

— Founded Oct. 16, 1875 —

211 S.E. Byers Ave., Pendleton 541-276-2211
333 E. Main St., Hermiston 541-567-6211
Office hours: Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Closed major holidays

www.eastoregonian.com

East Oregonian (USPS 164-980) is published daily except Sunday, Monday
and Dec. 25, by the EO Media Group, 211 S.E. Byers Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801.
Periodicals postage paid at Pendleton, OR. Postmaster: send address changes to
East Oregonian, 211 S.E. Byers Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801.
Copyright © 2015, EO Media Group

Subscriber services:

For home delivery, vacation stops or delivery concerns: 1-800-522-0255

Didn’t receive your paper? Call 1-800-522-0255
before 5 p.m.Tuesday through Friday
or before 10 a.m. Saturday
for same-day redelivery

EZPay* $14 per month 41 percent

To subscribe, call 1-800-522-0255 One year $168.61 41 percent

or go online to www.eastoregonian.com 6 months $88.53 38 percent
and click on ‘Subscribe’ 3 months $46.38 35 percent

4 weeks $15.00 31 percent

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
Local home delivery ~ Savings off cover price

*EZ Pay = one-year rate with a monthly credit or debit card/check charge

Single copy price:
$1 Tuesday through Friday, $1.50 Saturday

ADVERTISING
Advertising Director: Jennine Perkinson
541-278-2683 + jperkinson@eastoregonian.com

Multimedia consultants

+ Jeanne Jewett

541-364-4531 « jjewett@eastoregonian.com

+ Stephanie Burkenbine

541-564-4538 + shurkenbine@eastoregonian.com
+ Dayle Stinson

541-966-0806 + dstinson@eastoregonian.com

« Terri Briggs

541-215-0447 « thriggs@eastoregonian.com

Classified Advertising:
1-800-962-2819 « classifieds@eastoregonian.com

Legal Advertising: Amanda Jacobs
541-278-2683 + ajacobs@eastoregonian.com

Real Estate Advertising: Jodi Snook
541-278-2670 * jsnook@eastoregonian.com

NEWS
To submit news tips and press releases: ¢ call 541-966-0818 ¢
fax 541-276-8314 + email news@eastoregonian.com

To submit community events, calendar items and Your EO News:
email community@eastoregonian.com or call Tammy Malgesini
in Hermiston at 541-564-4539 or Renee Struthers in Pendleton at
541-966-0818.

To submit engagements, weddings and anniversaries:
email rstruthers@eastoregonian.com or visit www.eastoregonian.
com/community/announcements

To submit a Letter to the Editor: mail to Managing Editor Daniel
Wattenburger, 211 S.E. Byers Ave. Pendleton, OR 97801 or email
editor@eastoregonian.com.

To submit sports or outdoors information or tips:
541-966-0838 ¢ sports@eastoregonian.com

COMMERCIAL PRINTING
Production Director Jake Duquette
541-966-0815 * jduquette@eastoregonian.com

REGIONAL CITIES NATIONAL WEATHER TODAY
@ Accuweather'com ForecaSt Today Fri Shown are noon positions of weather systems and precipitation. Temperature bands are highs for the day.
TODAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY Hi LoW Hi LoW DNT 2 ‘ =
Astoria 55 43 ¢ 53 37 ¢ innipeg 1)
J Baker City 54 31 pc 49 26 ¢ Sog
‘ : 2 ‘j{ ‘ d 2 Bend 54 28 pc 48 26 pc ‘ j
H ‘ ‘ Brookings 63 45 ¢ 60 44 pc / B>
(4 ] 4 (o Burns 57 28 pc 49 25 pc [ ‘y
Enterprise 51 32 pc 43 30 ¢ )
Eugene 57 41 ¢ 55 36 pc S — | ¥ z p
Some sun Mostly cloudy with Partly sunny Plenty of sunshine  Plenty of sunshine Heppner 53 36 ¢ 48 33 pc [ \ Q)c,,,cdg, e
g —_ Hermiston 54 36 c 53 32c f Sl | L s N
John Day 55 34 pc 46 29 pc N / | N ;’ e o
Klamath Falls 58 27 pc 52 24 pc \ \ £ g gr@s;smy\ ¢
La Grande 54 35 pc 49 31 ¢ K —
52° 37°  51° 32°  45° 26°  44° 21°  45° 26° Lo B &3 s ‘ i
Medford 60 35 pc 56 31 pc A
Newport 55 44 ¢ 54 40 c
54° 36° 53° 32° 50° 26° 47° 22° 48° 24° North Bend 56 42 ¢ 56 39 pc
™ v ™ Ontario 60 37 pc 57 34 ¢
. Seattl | Pasco 56 34 ¢ 56 32 ¢
ALMANAC > 54/44 Wenatchee Spokane Pendleton 52 37 pc 51 32¢c
bi{?% o /36 47/31 ® | Portland 55 42 ¢ 53 37 ¢
PENDLETON 4 Tacoma 'y Redmond 54 26 pc 51 25 pc
hrough3 d ® 56/02 Moses S Salem 57 41 c 55 36 ¢
shrough  pm. yesterday Aberdéer® 9 Lake® % Pullman  Sogiane 47 31 ¢ 48 ¢
TEMPERATURE 54/‘*4'2%" Olympia Yakima 53/33 o . 48/36 o 51 3 pc 45 30 ¢
HlGL" LO‘:V SSIEgn ¥e 57/32 A Y Vancouver 55 40 ¢ 53 36 ¢ showers tstorms rain ﬂurrles snow ice coldfront ~ warmfront stationary front high low
Il?:;rad';]y fgo ggc v~/ 54/493 ) Kennewick Walla Walla v;aklilﬁq\;Valla g; gg ?c 2(7) 3‘1‘ :ac National Summary: A snowstorm will affect part of northern New England today as arctic
Records 76°(1902) _ 6° (2006) Astoria . e 55/36 ® 51/39 Lewiston gllrexte,\r/\‘dsrf]rogntﬁhe,lectiweﬁtbtothe DeepdSOUth.Somesnowwnl spread to the northern
ains. Much of the West will be sunny and warm.
PRECIPITATION 55/430 pe iahd “v'fxé» & " "E"‘t/w : WORLD CITIES . Y
24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00" " 55/42 8 2" el Heﬁfs/t;n ° nterprise Toda Fri Yesterday’s National Extremes: (for the 48 contiguous states)
Month to date 0.76" The Dalles 54/36 §§?3d7let°n 51/22 Hi Loy Wi Lo w High85°inThermal, Calif. Low -33°in Crane Lake, Minn.
Normal month to date 0.74" # 56/39 * Beiiin 46 31 c 40 32 r
Year to date 1.48" "'3"5 .Salem La Grande / Ho#g?(ong 71 65 pc 72 66 NATIONAI. CITIES
Last year to date 2.17" "“T)ﬁ"‘ 57/41 S Uy 54/35 " Jerusalem 43 34 sh 42 39 sn Toda Fri Toda Fri
Normal year to date 212" Albany '% = London 48 38 r 45 35 ¢ Hi Lo yW Hi Lo W Hi Loy Hi Lo W
Corva|lis 55/40 T ° g_ = Mexico City 75 46 pc 76 46 pc —
HERMISTON 55/42 John Day TN Yo 31 24 pc 39 28 ¢ Albuquerque 68 36 s 67 37 pc Louisville 11 5pc 26 24c
through 3 p.m. yesterday Y 55/34 Paris 47 40 pc 46 35 ¢ Atlantg . 27 g SOm NG Memphls 2/ OlnG SISO
Eu Ontario ‘ Atlantic City 17 2c 18 14 s Miami 59 39 s 65 59 s
TEMPERATURE gene Bend 60/37 ] Rome 55 39 s 54 42 s Balti 16 -2 18 7 Mil K 6 sf
57741 54/28 Seoul 45 24s 48 335 Baltimore ¢ s Iwaukee 4 Spc 1716
HIGH LOW ° | Sydney 81 70 sh 81 71 r Billings 55 33 s 44 24 ¢ Minneapolis 7 0 pc 26 14 sn
Yesterday 55° 28° Burns Caldwell Tokyo 5) 38 s 49 37 s Birmingham 33 18 s 43 34 i Nashville 19 7 pc 30 28 sn
Normals 49° 29° Ay 57/28 58/34 Boise 57 34 pc 52 31 ¢ New Orleans 54 40 s 66 58 ¢
Records 71°(1930) _ 5°(1929) ;z: WINDS Boston 28 3sf 20 4opc NewYorkCity 22 5sf 21 12 pc
PRECIPITATION -’.‘_9 Medford ”Zﬁ\\ Charleston, SC 37 16 s 39 27 s Oklahoma City 56 39 s 58 43 pc
" . M Al (in mph) Toda Frida Charleston, WV 8 -10 sf 19 12 ¢ Omaha 22 15 ¢ 40 25 ¢
24 hours ending 3 p.m. 0.00 60/35 Y P y Y Chicago 5 7 pc 18 16 sf  Philadelphia 20 3 sf 19 9
Month to date 061" Klamath Falls {rerle Boardman WSW 4-8 W6-12 Cleveiand 411 st 13 9 pc  Phoenix 83 55 s 82 54 ¢
Normal month to date 062" oLy N W Y 5827 S Pendleton W6-12 W7-14 Dallas 63 49 s 71 61 ¢ Portland, ME 32 10sn 22 -3 pc
Year to date 1.05" . A | 3 YRS Denver 58 30 s 53 22 ¢ Providence 25 3 sf 18 45
Last year to date 1.58" Shown is today’s weather. Temperatures are today’s highs and tonight’s lows. UV INDEX TODAY Detroit 6 -11 sf 1 10 s Raleigh 21 55 26 17 s
Normal vear to date 1.90" El Paso 77 48 s 75 50 pc  Rapid City 47 27 pc 45 22 sf
Tormat year REG'ONAL FORECAST ) ) ) ) . ) Fairbanks 22 1 pc 26 11 ¢ Reno 67 34 pc 60 30 pc
SUN AND MOON 0 2 2 2 0 0 Fargo 6 2 pc 26 2c Sacramento 67 47 pc 70 43 pc
Sunrise today 6:52am. Coastal Oregon: Rather cloudy today; a Eastern Washington: Mostly cloudy today. Honolulu 83 70 pc 79 68 sh  St.louis 1711 pc 30 26 sn
Sunset tonight 5:27 p.m.  Passing shower across the north. 8a.m. 10 a.m. Noon 2 p.m. 4p.m. 6 p.m. :"%‘.’Ston " 63 52 s ;g ?; ¢ galt g.’ke City g; 257; s 22 gg pc
Moonrise today 7:03 am. 02 low 35 Moderate 67,Highi  Jaciconville 45 25 47 335 SnFandsco 65 50 SZ 66 51 EE
Moonset today 6:54 p.m. EasternandCentraIOregon:Partlysunny Cascades:Ablenfiofsunandcloudstoday. 8-10, Very High; 11+, Extreme Kansas City 21 17 pc 41 31 pc  Seattle 54 44 ¢ 52 40 ¢
Fist  Full  Last  New today.Partlycloudytonight, exceptmostly Partly cloudy tonight The higher the AccuWeather.com UV Index™ num-  Las Vegas 77 50 pc 77 49 pc  Tucson 81 51's 78 50 ¢
. N cloudy across the north. ber, the greater the need for eye and skin protection. Little Rock 33 20 s 41 37 i Washington,DC 20 4 ¢ 22 13 s
- ~ - Western Washington: Rather cloudy today ~ Northern California: Low clouds followed Los Angeles 70 54 pc 67 54 pc  Wichita 40 23 pc 51 31 pc
=V N NI T into tomorrow with a shower. Saturdayand by some sun at the coast today; partly sunny Forecasts and graphics provided by Weather (W): s-sunny, pc-partly cloudy, c-cloudy, sh-showers, t-thunderstorms, r-rain,
Feb25 Mar5 Mar13 Mar20  Sunday: mostly sunny. elsewhere. AccuWeather, Inc. ©2015 sf-snow flurries, sn-snow, i-ice.



