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Oregon sues Oracle 
over Medicaid system  
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Oregon Gov. Kate Brown, left, is joined by former Oregon Gov. Barbara Roberts as the colors are pre-
sented after Brown was sworn in  Wednesday in Salem. John Kitzhaber, elected to an unprecedented 
fourth term last year, announced last week that he would step down.

By PETER WONG
Capital Bureau

SALEM — As she became Or-
egon’s 38th governor Wednesday, 
Kate Brown pledged that neither she 
nor her staff would accept outside 
compensation.

In remarks after she took her oath 
from Chief Justice Thomas Balmer 
in the House chamber at the Capitol, 
Brown also said she will work for 
changes to strengthen the indepen-
dence of the Oregon Government 
Ethics Commission and the release 
of public documents.

“We must seize the moment to 
work across party lines to restore the 
public’s trust,” Brown said just 38 
days after John Kitzhaber took his 

oath for a fourth term in the same 
chamber. “We should not leave here 
until we get this done.”

Brown, as secretary of state, suc-

governor to resign under pressure 

via Hayes. The allegations involve 

to boost her private consulting busi-
ness.

Brown addressed the issue direct-
ly in her remarks:

“I pledge to you today that for 
long as I am your governor, I will not 
seek or accept any outside compen-
sation, from any source. And I pledge 
further that while I am governor, the 
members of my household and the 

members of my staff will not seek 
or accept any outside compensation, 
from any source, for work related to 
the business of the state of Oregon. 
That simply won’t happen.”

Brown took the oath at 10 a.m., 
when Kitzhaber’s resignation took 
effect.

Brown and Kitzhaber met private-
ly earlier this week, but no details of 
what they might have discussed were 
disclosed.

“It’s been a tough few months,” 
Brown said. “The people of Oregon 
have had reason to question their 
trust in state government. Oregon 
has been in the national news for all 
the wrong reasons ... That changes 

Brown pledges to restore trust

By BEN NEARY
Associated Press 

CHEYENNE, Wyo. — Wyo-
ming lawmakers are pushing a bill
that would allow the state to issue $1
billion in bonds to support possible
construction of a Northwest port for 
shipping Wyoming coal to Asia.

Wyoming, the nation’s leading
coal-producing state, has been sty-

facing slumping domestic demand for
coal because of tough federal rules for
power plant emissions and cheaper
natural gas. 

The bill pending in Wyoming’s
ongoing legislative session would ex-
pand the authority of the Wyoming In-
frastructure Authority, a state agency.

Under the bill, the infrastructure
authority would gain power to issue 
bonds to support projects that are en-
tirely outside Wyoming. The bill orig-
inally would have allowed the author-
ity to issue up to $3 billion in bonds
but currently has been amended down
to $1 billion. The Legislature last year
directed the authority to pursue coal
ports.

Loyd Drain, executive director
of the authority, said Wednesday the
authority doesn’t have any particular
project in mind that it wants to fund,
but wants to be ready to act.

Jonathan Downing, director of the
Wyoming Mining Association, said
Wednesday he views the pending leg-
islation as, “another tool in the tool-
box for trying to develop these ports
and get access to some of these for-
eign markets.”

Wyoming and Montana are ap-
pealing last year’s decision by Oregon
regulators to reject a proposal from a
subsidiary of Ambre Energy, an Aus-
tralian company, to build a coal ter-

Wyoming 
bill would

By PETER WONG
Capital Bureau

SALEM — The swift fall 
of John Kitzhaber and the 
slow rise of Kate Brown to 
Oregon’s governorship in-
tersected Wednesday, when 

to succeed Kitzhaber.
Last week, Democrat 

governor 
in Oregon 
h i s t o r y 
to resign 
u n d e r 
p o l i t i c a l 
pressure , 
amid three 
s e p a r a t e 
investiga-
tions of in-

Cylvia Hayes.
While other elected of-

their jobs under pressure, the 
only comparable magnitude 
in recent times was the 1995 
resignation of Republican 
Bob Packwood, who faced 
expulsion from the U.S. Sen-
ate seat he held for almost 27 
years on accusations of sexu-
al misconduct.

In Packwood’s case, the 
pressures took nearly three 
years to result in his resigna-
tion.

In Kitzhaber’s case, the 

months — and culminated 
only a month after he was 

Slow 
rise, 
swift 
demise

By JADE MCDOWELL
East Oregonian

North Highway 395 — between 
Hermiston and Umatilla — was 

Oregon” in the 1970s and it hasn’t 
gotten any prettier.

Now it seems business owners 
and residents who live and work 
in the corridor north of Hermiston 

proving it.

A task force of those concerned 
citizens has formed a technical ad-
visory committee to Umatilla Coun-
ty and on Wednesday night unveiled 
a report that aims to tackle some of 
the most pressing barriers to devel-
opment along the corridor.

Committee member Steve Wat-
kinds of Columbia Court Club said 
he and other business owners along 
North Highway 395 were concerned 

“We don’t feel (neither is) where 

it needs to be,” he said.  
Concerns the committee listed 

tions, an unsightly landscape, piles 
of junk, poorly maintained cross-

and sewer systems.
Of particular focus at the meet-

ing was the stretch between Pun-
kin Center Road and Bensel Road, 
which is outside Hermiston and 

Committee unveils plan for safety, aesthetic upgrades
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Kate Brown becomes Oregon’s 38th governor

“I’m glad we 
are now able to 
move forward. 

In my mind, 
Kate Brown has 
been an island 
of integrity in a 
sea of embar-

rassment. “

“We share 
(her) commit-

ment to 
restoring the 
public’s trust 

and confi dence 
in state 

government.”

“She brings 
vast experience 
to the challenge 

and I know 
she will hit the 

ground 
running.”

I’m hopeful 
(she) will guide 

our state in 
a bipartisan 
manner and I 
look forward 

to working with 
her to serve all 
Oregonians.”

“I am confi dent 
she is familiar 
with Eastern 

Oregon and I 
am looking for-
ward to helping 

her get up to 
speed with our 

issues.”

HERMISTON

PORTLAND (AP) — A tax that 
would have Oregon drivers paying
by the mile instead of by the gallon
now has a name: OReGO.

Next, the state government plans
to see whether it has a future.

The Department of Transporta-
tion said Wednesday it would begin
a test July 1, signing up 5,000 volun-
teers to keep track of the miles they
drive.

They’d pay a tax of 1.5 cents a
mile and get a rebate for the 30-cent-
a-gallon Oregon tax they’d pay to
drive those miles, The Oregonian 
reported Wednesday.

For years, the agency has been
considering how to replace the gas-

Oregon drivers 

Staff photo by E.J. Harris

The citizen advisory board is working with Umatilla County offi -
cials to plan improvements to Highway 395 north of Hermiston.
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