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Blaine said Anderson 
never made it into a court-
room, but an order from the 
district’s presiding circuit 
court judge, Ron Pahl, bans 
guns from the state court ar-
eas of the county courthous-
es in Pendleton, Hermiston 
and Heppner. Blaine said 
that order is based on gun 
bans under Uniform Trial 
Court Rules and Oregon Re-
vised Statute 166.370, which 
outlaws carrying a gun into a 
court facility.

Basically, he said, the law 
prohibits the possession of 

courthouse, though the pre-
siding judge may issue ex-
ceptions for people who have 
concealed carry permits.

“And I will be quite 
frank,” Blaine said, “there 
have been requests made, but 
they have not been permit-
ted.”

The judge’s order, though, 
allows law enforcement 

concealed carry permits to 
brings guns to court. 

Harp said security chang-
es already were in the works, 
but the recent incident “em-
phasized the need for the 
changes we’re discussing.” 
He said he is researching 

state laws and rules to see 
if a gun ban could apply 
throughout the courthouses. 
And he said there is a lot to 
weigh and balance, includ-

reality the Umatilla County 
Courthouse in Pendleton was 
not designed with security 
in mind. Another key factor, 
he said, is the local public, 
which cares about gun rights.

Harp also said he is 
looking for other models of 
courthouse security, and a 
recent tour of Marion Coun-
ty impressed him. “They’re 

and equipped than we are,” 
he said, “and their facility 

seems to be designed to ac-
count for security functions.”

The discussion right now

said, and with so much to
consider it will be a while
before recommendations are
ready for county commis-
sioners and state courts to
consider. 

Until then, though, Harp
will deliver at least an initial
report to the board of com-
missioners during its meet-
ing Wednesday at 9 a.m. at
the Pendleton courthouse.

———
Contact Phil Wright at

pwright@eastoregonian.
com or 541-966-0833.
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got to know Prior in 1994, 
when Prior was a Port of 
Umatilla commissioner and 
Puzey was hired as the port’s 
new manager.

“Chet was passionate 
and generous and brilliant,” 
Puzey said.

He said any time it was 
imperative something was 
done right, Prior was the 
man to call, which is why he 
was a clear choice for chair 
of the Eastern Oregon Trade 
and Event Center Authority 

-
velopment Corporation pres-
ident’s role after founder Joe 

Burns retired.
“If you drive around to 

the major projects in Herm-
iston in the last two decades 
there is hardly anything 

have the Prior name on it 
as a sponsor or a contribu-
tor or a benefactor,” Puzey 
said.

Lloyd Piercy, owner of 
Sno Road Winery in Echo, 
said Prior was a staple at 
Echo events, providing the 
equipment for community 
cleanups and founding the 
local food bank. Prior was 
scheduled to serve as trail 
boss of this year’s Red 2 Red 
ride next week. 

“He was the heart of 

Echo,” Piercy said. “There 
was not a charity he wasn’t 
involved in.”

Piercy said Prior was 
“irreplaceable” to Echo. He 
said from an agricultural 
community perspective Pri-
or’s skill and passion for lob-
bying to improve the water 
situation in Umatilla County 
will also be missed.

“There are no words to 
describe the sadness around 
here,” Piercy said.

He said he also respected 
Prior’s hard work in build-
ing a legacy for his sons, 

family farm and Prior’s habit 
of making time for family, 
most recently to share his 

grandsons’ passion for duck
hunting.

Other accomplishments
of Prior’s included helping
found the Oregon Water Co-
alition and Farmers Ending
Hunger, and serving on the
boards of the Hermiston
Chamber of Commerce,
Oregon State University 
Extension Center, Umatilla
County Budget Committee,
Potato Growers Bargaining 
Committee, Hermiston Air-
port Advisory Board and
Good Shepherd Medical
Center.

———
Contact Jade McDowell

at jmcdowell@eastorego-
nian.com or 541-564-4536. 
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Hermiston that pay at least 
150 percent of Umatilla 
County’s average wage.

Some of the state’s limited 
number of enterprise zones 
have sat inactive for years, 
but Hermiston’s, which cov-
ers the entire city, has been 
applied to more than $80 
million in capital investment 
since 2007.

-
neer Hi-Bred used the zone 
in 2013. In 2014 Shearer’s 
Foods was granted a $3.5 
million exemption. Mor-

gan said the deadline hasn’t 
passed yet for the company 

but the expansion was ex-
pected to create at least 35 
new jobs.

Morgan said not counting 
the Shearer’s expansion, cap-
ital projects granted an enter-
prise zone exemption have 
resulted in 243 new jobs for 
the area, representing more 
than $7 million in wages.

Last year the city applied 
for and received an extra 
designation for its enter-
prise zone, allowing e-com-
merce companies that do a 

majority of their business 
 

exemption on state income 
taxes. Morgan said if Herm-
iston’s enterprise zone isn’t 
renewed, the e-commerce in-
centive will go away as well.

Morgan said some people 
support the idea of an enter-
prise zone as incentive for 
new businesses to locate in 
Hermiston, but others criti-
cize the zone because it de-
lays when new businesses 
are added to the tax rolls, de-
priving taxing districts of the 
money for three years.

“They’re assuming we 

would have had that money
anyway,” Morgan said. “But
the company might not have
come in without it.”

On Friday, Feb. 20 from 
3-5 p.m. at the Hermiston 
Conference Center the city
is holding an information-
al meeting on the enterprise
zone. The public, especially
representatives from local
taxing districts, is invited to
ask questions, learn about the
current enterprise zone and
learn about the public process 
the city will go through while 
preparing an application to
renew the enterprise zone.

TAX: Projects granted zone exemption have resulted in 243 jobs
Continued from 1A

and eerily quiet on normally 
bustling waterfronts.

-
ing down and say they want 
to work.

Full port operations are 
supposed to resume Tues-
day, when Perez is sched-
uled to attend negotiations 

Friday. Perez already has 
been in touch by phone with 
representatives of the In-
ternational Longshore and 
Warehouse Union and the 

-

tion, which represents the 
shipping lines that carry 
cargo and the terminal oper-
ators that handle it once the 
ships dock.

For now, those massive 
vessels are lined up outside 
the ports, laden with imports 
that are now delayed by 
weeks. Off the coast of Los 
Angeles and Long Beach, 
for example, 33 ships 
“congestion vessels” were 
waiting space at the docks, 
according to the Marine Ex-
change of Southern Califor-
nia — a new high since this 
round of disruptions began.

Cargo congestion at the 

coast’s largest ports pre-
dated the contract dispute, 
though the problems were 
nothing like those now seen. 
Congestion worsened in 
the fall, which is when the 
maritime association says 
dockworkers began slow-
ing down. The union blames 
the slow movement of car-
go on larger problems with 
the supply chain, including 
a shortage of truck beds to 
carry containers from dock-
side yards to distribution 
warehouses.

Contract negotiations 
began in May. The last con-
tract expired in July. The 

two sides have reached ten-
tative agreements on many
of the key issues, but are 
stuck on whether to change 
the process of arbitrating
workplace disputes.

Several other issues have
been on the table, including
pay. The maritime associ-
ation says average wages
exceed $50 an hour; the
union says wages are set 
between $26 to $36 an hour 
— though many shifts carry 
a premium over that range.

——— 
Contact Justin Pritchard

at http://twitter.com/lalan-
ewsman 
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GRANTS PASS (AP) — 

that lives only in backwaters 
in Oregon’s Willamette Val-

-
mally removed from Endan-
gered Species Act protection 
because it is no longer in 
danger of extinction.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

was to make the announce-
ment Tuesday afternoon at a 
wildlife refuge outside Cor-
vallis.

The action comes 22 
years after the 3-inch-long 

-

years after it was upgraded 
to threatened.

Paul Henson, Oregon di-
rector of U.S. Fish and Wild-
life, said the Oregon chub 
demonstrates that a lot of 
species can be brought back 
from the brink of extinction, 
if key needs are met, such as 
a safe place to live, even in 
an urban landscape. 

The Oregon chub had 
practically disappeared 
from the Willamette Valley 
as the swampy backwaters 
and beaver ponds it depends 
on were drained to control 

and cities over the past cen-
tury and a half. Those that 

survived became easy prey 
for non-native predators, 
such as bass and bullfrogs.

Restoring the chub has 
focused on working with pri-
vate, tribal and public land-
owners to protect and restore 
ponds and backwaters the 

-

range and population, pro-
tecting them from predators, 
and altering dam releases to 

A range of state and federal 
agencies, tribes, conserva-
tion groups and private land-
owners joined in the work.

Saving the chub faced 
fewer major obstacles than 

as salmon, which have been 
harmed by major economic 
forces, such as logging, hy-
droelectric dams, and urban 
development.

The agency proposed 
the delisting a year ago af-
ter establishing 80 different 
populations around the Wil-
lamette Valley.

Formal notice the Oregon 
chub will be removal from 
Endangered Species protec-
tion is to appear in the Fed-
eral Register on Wednesday, 
Fish and Wildlife spokes-
woman Elizabeth Materna 
said.

Oregon minnow is 

gunman who attacked a free-speech seminar and a 
synagogue in Copenhagen was released about two weeks 
ago from a jail where he may have been radicalized while 
serving time for a vicious stabbing.

troubling details emerged Monday about Omar Abdel 
Hamid El-Hussein’s path to the country’s worst terror 
spree in three decades.

El-Hussein was arrested 15 months ago in a vicious 
knife attack on a train passenger, and while he was 
awaiting trial, a change in his behavior last summer set 
off enough “alarm bells” for jail authorities to alert PET, 

investigation told AP.
Such warnings usually set in motion counter-

radicalization efforts, such as counseling in jail. It wasn’t 
immediately clear how aware the court was of this issue 
before El-Hussein was convicted of a lesser charge.

Sentenced to the time he had already served, he was 
released about two weeks ago, the source said, speaking 
on condition of anonymity because police haven’t 

CAIRO (AP) — Egypt bombed Islamic State militants 
in neighboring Libya on Monday and called on the 
United States and Europe to join an international military 
intervention in the chaotic North African state after 
extremists beheaded a group of Egyptian Christians.

The airstrikes bring Egypt overtly into Libya’s turmoil, 

threats on two fronts — a growing stronghold of radicals 
on its western border and a militant insurgency of Islamic 

as well as its own internal challenges.
Islamic State group weapons caches and training 

camps were targeted “to avenge the bloodshed and to 
seek retribution from the killers,” a military statement 
said. 

The announcement on state radio represents Egypt’s 

no government control.
Libya is where the Islamic State group has built up 

its strongest presence outside Syria and Iraq. Egyptian 
President Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi is lobbying Europe and 
the United States for a coordinated international response 
similar to the coalition air campaign in those countries.
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 Ric Jones, BC-HIS  Verna Taylor, HAS

 541-567-4063
 405 N. 1st St., Suite #107, Hermiston

 541-215-1888
 246 SW Dorion, Pendleton

 Sound Advantage
 Hearing Aid Center 

 and you say When they say
 “Signs Of 
 Spring!”

 “You Bought 
 Me A Ring?!”

 Carriers 
 Needed 

 in Pendleton

 211 SE Byers Ave., Pendleton
 541-276-2211 or 1-800-522-0255

 Looking
 for substitute

 on call carriers

 Route 37
 SW 32nd & Isaac Ave.

 Route 58
 SW 30th & Isaac Ave.

 Route 39
 SW 24th & Olson Ave.

 Route 61
 NW 7th & Johns Pl.

 Route 75
 NW 5th & Despain

 Route 79
 NW 6th & Gilliam

 Substitute Motor 
 Carrier needed in 
 Hermiston Route 
 #245, Heppner, 

 Lexington & Ione.

 Also taking 
 information sheets 
 for walking & motor 

 routes for those 
 interested. 

 211 SE Byers Ave., Pendleton
 333 E. Main St., Hermiston

 541-276-2211 or 1-800-522-0255

 Motor Route 260
 Echo

Perfect Balance LLC
Bookkeeping & Financial Solutions for your Small Business

Sherri Brown 
“The Quickbooks Lady”

541-377-7029 

Email: sherri@perfectbalanceqb.com Website: perfectbalanceqb.com

Need to “Start Out Right”
for 2015?

Check our Facebook page
Perfect Balance LLC

for QuickBooks Workshops
Times and Dates

 SENTIMENTAL  SENTIMENTAL 
 J J  O O  U U  R R  N N  E E  Y Y

 B a ck  
 to th e 
 4 0 s

 B a ck   B a ck  
 to th e  to th e 
 4 0 s 4 0 s

 When:  Friday, February 27th •   6-9 pm
 Where:  Hamley’s Slickfork Saloon

 What:  • no-host bar • hors d’oeuvres 
 • silent auction • music by the PHS Jazz Band 

 • dressing up optional but encouraged
 Cost:  $40 pre-registration • $50 at-the-door

 Tickets:  Armchair Books & 
 Heritage Station Museum

 (541) 276-0012
 Presented by:

COURT & MAIN, PENDLETON • 541.278.1100
HAMLEY STEAKHOUSE & Saloon

DAILY SPECIALS

Hamley Saloon 4p • Steakhouse 5p

SUNDAY Prime Rib Sunday
MONDAY Baby Back Rib Monday
TUESDAY      Taco Tuesday
WEDNESDAY Wine Wednesday
THURSDAY      Burgers & Beers
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