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Washington state bill would add
prison time for drone crimes

OLYMPIA, Wash. (AP)
— If a drone aircraft is used
for a crime, from running
drugs to scoping a house for
robbery, prosecutors would be
able to seek an extra year in
prison for the offenders under
a bill now before Washington
state lawmakers.

The Senate Law and Jus-
tice Committee held a hearing
Tuesday on Sen. Pam Roach’s
proposal to add the allegation
of a “nefarious drone enter-
prise” to Washington criminal
law, which she said was an ef-
fort to get ahead of the emerg-
ing technology of affordable
personal-use unmanned air-
craft.

The state currently has
no restrictions on the use of
drones, although 20 other
states have enacted laws on
drone-related issues.

“It’s potentially a big tool
for people that want to do
wrong, and I’d like to let ev-
erybody know right away
through law, don’t do it,” said
Roach, a Republican from
Auburn.

Her bill would add a year
to the sentencing range that
dictates how judges can pun-
ish an offense. At least three
other bills concerning drones
have been filed in the Legis-
lature this session in the wake
of Gov. Jay Inslee’s veto of a
bill last year that would have
restricted how state and local

AP Photo/The Porterville Recorder, Chieko Hara, File
Under a bill now before Washington state lawmakers, if
a drone aircraft is used for a crime, from running drugs
to scoping a house for robbery, prosecutors would be
able to seek an extra year in prison for the offenders.

government agencies use the
unmanned aircraft.

Efforts to control un-
manned flying aircraft have
become more prominent since
a wayward drone crashed on
the White House lawn last
month. That drone’s manufac-
turer blocked all flights of its
devices in Washington, D.C.,
where drone use was already
illegal.

Also in January, author-
ities in Tijuana, Mexico, re-
ported the crash of a cartel’s
drug-laden drone, and a man
in South Carolina was sen-
tenced to 15 years for trying to
use a drone to smuggle items
into a prison.

Ryan Calo, a law professor
at the University of Washing-
ton who focuses on robotics,
said much of the scrutiny

comes because drones are
at the intersection of several
broad areas — including pri-
vacy rights and the availabili-
ty of high-tech devices to law
enforcement and criminals
alike — where the law hasn’t
caught up with society’s fears.

He noted that the “nefari-
ous drone enterprise” bill has
a very tight technological fo-
cus.
“It would be like saying
that the crime of assault is dif-
ferent if it’s done with a ham-
mer,” he said.

The bill drew no criticism
before a scant audience at its
three-minute public hearing
Tuesday morning. It faces
several legislative hurdles be-
fore it could become law, and
it’s not clear whether it has
enough support to pass.

Lawmakers propose to expand child care subsidies

By PETER WONG
Capital Bureau

SALEM — House Speak-
er Tina Kotek led more than a
dozen witnesses urging law-
makers to expand state subsi-
dies for child care for low-in-
come working families.

Kotek said the aim is not
just to add families “but to
make it work better.”

Kotek, D-Portland, and
others testified Monday to
the House Human Services
and Housing Committee
about House Bill 2015.

The bill proposes to:

* Guarantee eligibility for
the program, known as Em-
ployment Related Day Care,
for 12 months regardless of
a change in employment sta-
tus. Families still will have
to notify the state when they

change child-care providers.

* Raise the eligibility lim-
it from 185 to 250 percent
of the federal poverty level.
The 100-percent level for
a family of three in 2015 is
$20,090, according to the
Federal Register, so the lim-
it for such a family would
be raised from $37,166 to
$50,225.

* Allow self-employed
parents to become eligible
again, as they were before
budget cuts eliminated them
in 2009. About 200 families
would be affected by this
change.

* Allow some people to
qualify for subsidies when
they attend classes and re-
quire child care.

* Give incentives for
child-care providers to im-
prove quality, and for fam-

ilies to make lower co-pay-
ments.

The Department of Hu-
man Services endorsed the
bill, which was the product
of a work group involving
Kotek and others. Its chief
sponsors are Kotek and Sen.
Elizabeth Steiner Hayward,
D-Beaverton.

Kotek was co-leader of
the Legislature’s human ser-
vices budget subcommittee
in 2009 and 2011.

Lawmakers hope to in-
crease state support for the
program by up to $6 million,
which also would allow the
Department of Human Ser-
vices to extend subsidies to
between 1,000 and 1,500
families. The program serves
8,000 per month, but there is
a waiting list of about 1,600
requests.
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Kitzhaber lawyers say
ethics commission lacks
jurisdiction over Hayes

SALEM (AP) — Lawyers for Gov.
John Kitzhaber and his fiancée are
arguing that the Oregon Government
Ethics Commission has no jurisdiction
to investigate Cylvia
Hayes, even though
Kitzhaber spent
months saying it was
the appropriate agency
to look into influence-
peddling allegations.

But whether the
ethics commission
looks at the allegations
may be a moot point,
now that the state
attorney general has
launched her own criminal investigation.

Hayes’ defense to three complaints
lodged with the ethics commission was
dated Dec. 8 and became public this week.
Hayes is accused of using her position as
first lady to land private consulting clients.
She argues that state ethics laws don’t apply
to her because she doesn’t meet the legal
definition of a “public official.”

The ethics commission investigates civil
conflict-of-interest complaints.

Kitzhaber

School leaders seek delay in
ratings from new tests

PORTLAND (AP) — Oregon
education officials favor a one-year delay
in ranking Oregon schools based on new,
tougher tests.

The Oregonian reports the tests are
called Smarter Balanced, and they’re
considered more demanding than the tests
the state has been using.

They’re based on rigorous academic
standards called the Common Core, which
most states, including Oregon, have
adopted.

The Oregon teachers union has
opposed the new tests and complained
to Gov. John Kitzhaber, who ordered a
review.

The Smarter Balanced tests will still be
given this spring, and the state will issue
report cards showing the results.

But under a recommendation from
the state’s chief education officer, Nancy
Golden, the state wouldn’t publish
rankings based largely on the tests that
show how schools stack up against each
other.

Briefs are compiled from staff and wire
reports, and press releases. Email press
releases to news@eastoregonian.com

Corrections

The East Oregonian works hard to be accurate and sincerely regrets any errors. If
you notice a mistake in the paper, please call 541-966-0818.

(vvyvaYVvYvaVvvvyvvavavvYVVVYVVYVVVYYVVVVVVYVvavavaYVVYYVYVVV\-\

6
(\‘

)
Q)

“:S;lxg il gm

By mail: 211 SE Byers, Penc”eton, OR 97801
o) By email to ajacobs@eastoregonian.com o [
‘Please include the names of the Bride and Groom! ( )
@ Ang c]uestions, Please call Amanda 541-278-268% /D 6\

7z

The East
Oregonian and
Hermiston Herald
are looking for
wedding Photos to
showcase in our
Bridal Planner that
Publishes
March 7, 2015.

Deadline
Wednesd39 Feb 18th.
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