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Lawmakers expect opposition to
granting Obama war powers

WASHINGTON (AP) — Republican and Democratic
leaders in Congress will face some resistance in a vote to
authorize President Barack Obama’s war against Islamic
State militants despite international outrage over video of
militants beheading their captives and burning one alive.

War authorizations are among the most difficult issues
confronting members of Congress. Several Democrats will
be reluctant to approve new war powers unless there is a
clear deadline or some way to pay for the military operation.
Some Republicans, strong foes of the president, will object to
giving Obama the authority.

Obama is poised in coming days to ask Congress for new
authority to use U.S. military force against IS, the White
House said Thursday. But the top House Republican warned
it won’t be easy to pass the measure. Speaker John Boehner,
R-Ohio, said it will be up to the president to rally support
from lawmakers and the public.

In the U.S. battle against IS, Obama has been relying on
congressional authorizations that President George W. Bush
used to justify military action after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks.
Critics say the White House’s use of post-9/11 congressional
authorizations is a legal stretch, at best.

Rebels, Ukrainian authorities agree on
humanitarian corridor to evacuate civilians

DEBALTSEVE, Ukraine (AP) — Pro-Russia rebels and
the Ukrainian authorities agreed Friday on a humanitarian
corridor to evacuate civilians from the epicenter of fighting
in eastern Ukraine as German and French leaders prepared to
bring their peace plan to Moscow.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel and French President
Francois Hollande are set to hold talks with Russian President
Vladimir Putin in the Kremlin a day after discussing their
proposals with Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko.

The diplomatic blitz comes amid fierce fighting that
prompted Washington to consider providing the beleaguered
Ukrainian military with lethal weapons, in turn sparking
European fears of even wider hostilities.

Rebel leaders said they reached agreement with Ukrainian
authorities to allow the evacuation of civilians from
Debaltseve, a key railway hub on a link between the two
main rebel-controlled cities that has become the main target
of a rebel offensive. It wasn’t immediately clear where the
evacuees would go.

The cease-fire held Friday as a convoy of several dozen
buses drove from nearby Vuhelhirsk toward Debaltseve, where
a shrinking population has been trapped in cross-fire and left
without power, heating and running water for almost two weeks.
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Shiite rebels take power in Yemen

SANAA, Yemen (AP) —
Yemen’s Shiite rebels pro-
claimed a formal takeover
of the Arab nation Friday,
dissolving parliament in a
dramatic move that com-
pletes their power grab in the
region’s poorest nation where
an al-Qaida terrorist offshoot
flourishes.

Angry demonstrators pro-
tested the rebels’ move in
street rallies in several cities,
raising fears of a full-blown
sectarian conflict between
Yemen’s new Shiite tribal
rulers, known as Houthis,
and the disenfranchised Sun-
ni majority.

The unrest could strength-
en Yemen’s al-Qaida branch,
considered the world’s most
dangerous wing of the terror
movement, and complicate
U.S. counter-terrorism opera-
tions in Saudi Arabia’s south-
ern neighbor. While Houthi
rebels are bitter enemies to
al-Qaida, they also are hostile
to the United States, and frosty
to the predominantly Sunni
Saudis. The region’s Shiite

powerhouse, Iran, looms as a
potential key backer.

White House spokesman
Eric Schultz said the United
States was “deeply concerned
with this unilateral step,” but
insisted the Houthis’ declara-
tion as the true government
of Yemen following a four-
month insurrection would
not affect U.S. counterterror-
ism efforts there.

AP Photo/Anees Mahyoub
Yemeni people hold a rally to protest against Shiite
rebels’ announcement of taking over the country in
Taiz, Yemen, Friday. Arabic writing on banners that
reads, “We reject the coup.”

Houthi supporters filled
the central square in Sanaa,
the Yemeni capital, to cele-
brate the culmination of their
coup. They exploded fire-
crackers and waved banners
bearing their slogan “Death
to America, death to Israel, a
curse on the Jews and victo-
ry to Islam.” The menacing
message is similar to those
chanted by Shiite militants in

Iraq and Lebanon’s dominant
Shiite militia, Hezbollah.

Houthi leaders declared
that their Revolutionary
Committee — a panel of top
security and intelligence of-
ficials — was Yemen’s new
supreme governing authority.

The declaration, read on
the rebels’ Al-Masseria TV
network, envisaged “a new
era that will take Yemen to
safe shores.”

But the Houthis, tradition-
ally based in Yemen’s north
bordering Saudi Arabia, do
not control the entire country.
Secessionist forces and pow-
erful tribes in the largely Sun-
ni south are likely to confront
with violence any effort by
the Houthis to exert control
there.

The most prominent se-
cessionist figure, Saleh Yahia
Said, declared that his aim
was to secure an independent
state of South Yemen. The
leaders of several southern
cities said they would never
take orders from Sanaa in the
country’s center.
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But we’re number one.

Our Warsaw Sports Marketing Center is not
only the first of its kind, it’s also number one
in the nation. Students gain experience in an
industry-leading think tank, then graduate
tolead industry giants like the NBA, Nike and

ESPN. But, like we said, it’'s not a competition.
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