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Canada court rules doctors can help 1ll patients die

By CHARMAINE NORONHA
Associated Press

TORONTO — Canada’s
highest court struck down a
ban on doctor-assisted suicide
for mentally competent pa-
tients with terminal illnesses
Friday, declaring that outlaw-
ing that option deprives dying
people of their dignity and au-
tonomy.

The Supreme Court’s
unanimous decision reverses
its own decision two decades
ago and gives Parliament and
provincial legislators a year to
draft new legislation that rec-
ognizes the right of consenting
adults who are enduring intol-
erable suffering to seek medi-
cal help ending their lives. The
current ban on doctor-assisted
suicide stands until then.

The judgment said the ban
infringes on the life, liberty
and security of individuals un-
der Canada’s constitution. It
had been illegal in Canada to
counsel, aid or abet a suicide,
an offense carrying a maxi-
mum prison sentence of 14
years.

The ruling immediately
triggered emotional responses
from both sides of the debate,
and Justice Minister Peter
MacKay said the conservative
government will take its time
to act on it.

“This is a sensitive issue for
many Canadians, with deeply
held beliefs on both sides. We
will study the decision and
ensure all perspectives on
this difficult issue are heard,”
MacKay said.

The decision was spurred
by cases brought by the fam-
ilies of two British Columbia
women, who have since died.

In its ruling, the court quot-
ed one of the women’s wishes:
“What I fear is a death that ne-
gates, as opposed to concludes,
my life,” Gloria Taylor said.
“I do not want to die slowly,
piece by piece. I do not want
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Linda Jarrett, left, applauds Wanda Morris, right, CEO of
Dying with Dignity, as she speaks to the media group’s

offices in Toronto.

to waste away unconscious in
a hospital bed. I do not want to
die wracked with pain.”

Taylor was diagnosed with
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis,
a degenerative neurological
illness also known as Lou
Gehrig’s disease. She had won
a constitutional exemption at
a lower court for a medically
assisted death in 2012, but that
decision was overturned in
subsequent appeals. She died
of an infection later the same
year.

The court stated that “by
leaving people like Ms. Taylor
to endure intolerable suffering,
it impinges on their security of
person.”

The decision reversed a
Canadian Supreme Court rul-
ing in 1993. At the time, the
justices were primarily con-
cerned that vulnerable people
could not be properly protect-
ed under physician-assisted
suicide.

The top court said Friday
that doctors are capable of
assessing the competence of
patients to consent, and found
there is no evidence that the
elderly or people with disabil-
ities are vulnerable to being
talked into ending their lives.

“The law allows people in
this situation to request palli-

ative sedation, refuse artificial
nutrition and hydration, or re-
quest the removal of life-sus-
taining medical equipment,
but denies the right to request
a physician’s assistance in dy-
ing,” the ruling noted.

The other woman whose
case helped spur Friday’s
ruling, Kay Carter, was di-
agnosed with a degenerative
spinal cord condition. At age
89, Carter travelled to Swit-
zerland, where assisted suicide
is allowed.

Her family rejoiced at the
ruling Friday.

“Justice, dignity and com-
passion were the defining
qualities of my mother,” Kay’s
daughter, Lee, told reporters.

Canadian law defines as-
sisted suicide as “providing
another with the knowledge or
means to intentionally end his
or her own life.”

Assisted suicide is legal in
Switzerland, Germany, Alba-
nia, Colombia, Japan and in
the U.S. states of Washington,
Oregon, Vermont, New Mexi-
co and Montana. The Nether-
lands, Belgium and Luxem-
bourg allow doctors, under
strict conditions, to euthanize
patients whose medical condi-
tions have been judged hope-
less and who are in great pain.

Records show more overlap between
Hayes’ private work, public policy

By HILLARY BORRUD
Capital Bureau

SALEM — More evidence of the over-
lap between the private business of first
lady Cylvia Hayes and the public poli-
cies championed by Gov. John Kitzhaber
emerged on Friday, when the state Depart-
ment of Administrative Services and the
Governor’s Office released hundreds of
pages of public records requested by mem-
bers of the media.

Emails released on Friday reveal the
close relationship between a group that
hired Hayes and state employees work-
ing on an alternative measure of Oregon’s
progress on environmental, socioeconom-
ic and other issues.

Hayes signed a $25,000 contract with
Demos, a New York-based policy group,
in July 2013.

Her work for Demos included “advis-
ing state and county leaders on implemen-
tation of GPL” or Genuine Progress In-
dicator, the specific indicator that Demos
advocates for governments to adopt.

Lew Daly, director of Demos’ sustain-
able progress initiative, emailed a docu-
ment related to the GPI to Hayes in Sep-
tember 2013.

“Once we polish it up, Cylvia, maybe
you should forward it to the relevant group
in the governor’s office, for questions,
etc.,” Daly wrote.

Hayes waited until Jan. 8, 2014, then
forwarded the email to Kitzhaber’s chief of
staff, Mike Bonetto, and Michael Jordan,
director of the Department of Administra-
tive Services.

Elektra Gray, director of communica-
tions for Demos, said in an emailed state-
ment Friday that Hayes and Kitzhaber’s
support for the Genuine Progress Indicator
predated Hayes’ contract.

“Since 2010, Demos has brought togeth-
er advocates, experts and public leaders to
develop ways that governments can mea-
sure environmental and human well-being
as well as economic output,” Gray wrote.
“Governor Kitzhaber has been an advocate
for such alternative metrics since at least
2001, and Cylvia Hayes was a champion
of the issue and sought Demos’ technical
assistance before any discussions about
her consulting for Demos.”
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It was that experience, she said, that led
Demos to hire Hayes “to help advance the
idea in other states and nationally.

“Inasmuch as she and the governor
have continued their commitment to new
measures for progress in Oregon, it was
outside of the scope of Demos’ 6-month
consulting contract.”

However, the emails released Friday
revealed Hayes was actively involved in
developing an Oregon GPI at the same
time she worked for Demos.

On Oct. 10, 2013, Hayes emailed Jor-
dan with a job description for an employee
the state would eventually hire to imple-
ment the GPI.

“Here are my thoughts on what the GPI
Director will need to do,” Hayes wrote.
She went on to list “build stakeholder par-
ticipation and support within and beyond
state government,” and “work with, lever-
age, learn from other state GPI efforts.”

The Department of Administrative Ser-
vices eventually hired an employee, Sean
McGuire, in March 2014 to fill the posi-
tion Hayes described, according to records
released by the Department of Administra-
tive Services.

Hayes’ involvement with the project
appears to have been a selling point for
Demos.

George Soule, a spokesman for the
Surdna Foundation, which helped fund
Demos’ GPI work, said Demos listed
Hayes in a proposal for a $200,000 grant
that ran from April 2013 to April 2014.

“The grantee, Demos, indicated to
Surdna, in their grant proposal material,
that they would be funding a fellow who
is the first lady of Oregon,” Soule wrote in
an email Friday.

However, Soule wrote in a subsequent
email that Surdna had already awarded two
previous grants — $100,000 and $275,000
— to Demos and “Demos’s indication that
the first lady of Oregon would be a fellow
neither increased or decreased the attrac-
tiveness of the proposal.”

Gray declined to comment on the re-
cord regarding Soule’s statement about the
grant proposal.

The Capital Bureau is a collaboration
between EO Media Group and Pamplin
Media Group.
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