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ity Siting Division, did not 
answer questions Thursday 
about the bill, but energy 
department spokeswoman 
Rachel Wray sent talking 
points about it. The memo 
stated the department wants 
the bill to change state law 
in order to make it easier to 

an energy plant.
Under Oregon law, ac-

cording to the memo, any 
amendment to a plant’s cer-

-
plete site review to make 
sure it complies with all state 

the amendment request re-
lates to compliance with that 

The department argued 
such reviews “would re-

-

amendments have no impact 
with compliance on a coun-

The energy department 
also wants the bill to codi-

Court ruling on Blue Moun-
tain Alliance v EFSC to re-

-

attorney representing Windy 

called the court case a red 
herring in a letter to Uma-
tilla County commissioners. 
She contended the Supreme 
Court did its best to inter-
pret what the laws intended 

to clear up misunderstand-

Energy is wrong in trying to 
“set legislative police in a 

certain interested parties [at] 

Republican state Sen. 

a couple citizens at last 
week’s town hall meeting 
in Milton-Freewater told 
him about SB 258 and their 

control.
“I’m opposed to it and 

Hansell said. 
He and his legislative as-

sistant, Brandon Persinger, 
-

mation they could about the 
bill and received the depart-
ment’s talking points. What 
the department said SB 258 
does, Hansell said, does not 
seem to jive with the actual 

Hansel said he went 
to Sen. Chris Edwards, 

-
vironment and Natural Re-
sources, which planned to 
hold a public hearing about 
the bill Wednesday. Hansell 
said Edwards was under the 

department there was noth-
ing contentious about the 
bill.

“This was not on any-

Hansell said. “But once 
we got out the alert, people 

Edwards decided not to 
squeeze the hearing into 
an already busy Wednes-
day, Hansell said, and so 

p.m. 
That will allow county 

commissioners Givens and 
George Murdock to be in 

Mabbott, who also helped 
-

ing the county’s opposition. 
Hansell said pushing the 
meeting to Monday should 
give the legal minds some 
time could come up with 
better language to addresses 
concerns about the bill.

———
Contact Phil Wright at 

pwright@eastoregonian.
com or 541-966-0833.
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to resign, and said in an 
emailed statement that “I 
was elected to serve the cit-

and I intend to continue to 

Although gubernatorial 
turnover is common in some 

governors have resigned in 
the state’s 155-year history. 
Nearly all did so in order to 

appointed position.
“We’re not Illinois, and 

Jim Moore, a political sci-

-

At the same time, Moore 
acknowledged the ethical 
questions Kitzhaber now 

Oregon. Former Gov. Neil 
Goldschmidt had been out 

-
cade by the time Oregonians 
learned he sexually abused 
a teenage girl while he was 

Kerry Tymchuk, execu-

Historical Society, also said 
Oregon governors resigned 

-
chuk said.  

-
-

ette Grover, who did so in 

Senate seat, according to 
the National Governors As-
sociation. George Cham-
berlain resigned as gover-

U.S. Senate seat and Frank 
Benson, who succeeded 
Chamberlain, resigned in 
1910. Benson resigned due 
to illness, Tymchuk said. 
Douglas McKay resigned as 
governor in 1952 to accept 
President Dwight D. Ei-
senhower’s appointment as 
U.S. interior secretary.

states that do not have lieu-

is a vacancy, the secretary 
-

lowed by the state treasurer, 
Senate president and House 
speaker.

Brown and Treasurer Ted 
Wheeler are both rumored 
to be interested in running 

would only hold the position 
until the next biennial state-
wide election.

2016, Brown would have 
to decide whether to run 

-
-

state elected in 2016 would 
succeed the governor until  
Kitzhaber’s term ends in 
2018. Brown’s second term 

draw to a close in 2016 and 

consecutive term.
That complicated line 

last thing legislative leaders 
want to ponder, as they at-

budgets.

serious challenges and he’s 

Peter Courtney, D-Salem, 
wrote in a statement Thurs-

to be compassionate. I want 
to do my job the best I can. I 

-
ture. As legislators we need 

-

tending to our state’s trans-
portation needs and balanc-
ing our budget. We have a 
lot to do and we need to get 

House Speaker Tina 
Kotek, D-Portland, issued 
a similar statement and cit-
ed a preliminary inquiry 
into Hayes and Kitzhaber’s 
activities by the Oregon 
Government Ethics Com-
mission.

wrote. “As the Oregon Gov-
ernment Ethics Commission 
does its job, we must remain 

-
islators, which is to serve 
Oregonians by advancing 
policies that improve peo-
ple’s lives and strengthen 
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Up Grounds, with an as-

what the county’s assessed 

what the petitioner thinks 
it should be. Each time, the 

“Why do you think the val-
-

The Round-Up gave the 
same answers each time:

“1. The property is used 
-
-
-

ton retains an underlying 
ownership interest in the 

exceeds the property’s true 
market value. 4. The Pend-
leton School District, via 

The East Oregonian 
in November reported the 

-

recent years show is a more 

the appeals are not because 
the association cannot pay 
the taxes.

“We do pay our proper-

have exercised our rights 
just like any taxpayer in 

the property tax the assessor 

The Round-Up pays the 
-

erating budget, he said. So 

other operating expenses.

Tax Appeals, or BOPTA, 

one county representative, 
in this case George Mur-

-
ty commissioners. Jolene 

-

the tax appeals board. She
explained the board has no

property taxes but only to
settle disputes about proper-
ty values. She said the coun-
ty received 84 property tax

and the county handled 60
cases in-house. Petitioners
sometimes withdraw ap-
peals, she said, or the peti-
tioner and an assessor reach 
an agreement about a prop-
erty’s value.

The other 24, including

will go to the appeals board

the petitioners present their
side and assessors theirs.
Meadows said the hearing

will be in March.

to pay its property taxes in
-

Round-Up paid.
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Staff photo by Phil Wright

A photo of the Umatilla County property assessment 
form for the Round-Up Grounds.
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