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Pendleton police 
arrest another in 
gang assault  3A53/48

By ANTONIO SIERRA
East Oregonian 

Pendleton has experi-
enced its fair share of land 
disputes, but maybe never 
over one so small. 

The site of the latest con-

er a seven-and-a-half foot 
bronze of Pendleton High 
School football coach Don 
Requa should be located 
there. 

Although not on the agen-
da, the bronze was unan-
imously approved by the 

Pendleton City Council at a 
January 2014 meeting to lit-
tle fanfare.

But opposition to the stat-

compelling Councilman Al 
Plute to say the city needed to 
address the issue at the end of 
Tuesday’s council meeting.

Plute said he has received 
“dozens” of calls from con-

move the bronze to a differ-
ent location. 

He added that the Requa 
bronze wasn’t on the top of 
his priority list, but the statue 

was garnering more attention 
than more important issues 

tenance and poor roads.   
Pendleton wheat farm-

er Fritz Hill said he grew to 

alized the size and subject of 
the bronze would clash with 
the rest of the statues featured 
downtown, which include 
brothel madam Stella Darby 

son Sundown and George 
Fletcher.

He wrote a letter to the 

Requa bronze proves controversial 
more than a year after city approval
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meeting.
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By GEORGE PLAVEN
East Oregonian

gon Department of Energy to reject a
500-megawatt wind farm partially lo-
cated south of Echo until the project de-

connect onto the local power grid.
A preliminary application for the

proposed Wheatridge Wind Energy Fa-
cility was submitted Dec. 19, 2014 to 
the Energy Facility Siting Council, but
does not specify where transmission 
lines would be located to move the juice.

That has local farmers concerned
about potential impacts to their oper-
ations should the lines cross over their

Tamra Mabbott. While the county is not
opposed to wind energy, she questioned
at what point the developer — Ione-
based Wheatridge Wind Energy LLC
— plans to involve those underlying
land owners in the planning process.

County 
not blown 
away by  
wind farm 

By HILLARY BORRUD
EO Media Group/ Pamplin Media Group

SALEM — A joint legislative com-

to implement Oregon’s legal marijua-
na system.

that regulators say are necessary for a
successful program, to proposals that

which voters approved in November.

by both supporters and critics of legal-
ized pot.

Members of the committee said
Wednesday night they hope to avoid 
problems such as pot candy and oth-

rado, and the initial shortage of legal
recreational pot and accompanying
high prices in Washington.

“I really want Oregon to be the
model for what I see as a national trend
in this direction,” said Sen. Ginny Bur-

legislative committee . “I want people

Joint committee 

marijuana bills

transmission to power grid
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By JADE MCDOWELL
East Oregonian

The Hermiston Chamber of Com-
merce’s annual Distinguished Citizens 
Award banquet Wednesday night includ-
ed a lot of long lists.

There were lists of service clubs 
joined, committees chaired, causes sup-
ported and, as presenters always noted, 
“too many others to name.” 

The sheer quantity, coupled with a 

crop of honorees.
Woman of the Year Shirley Parsons 

had a long list of sports and other school 
activities she has been an avid supporter 
of, from starting a wrestling booster club 
to hosting team dinners to selling conces-
sions.

“She has spent many hours in the 
bleachers,” presenter Kelly Bissinger 
noted.

Parsons, a local real estate agent, also 
spends hours serving at Oasis Vineyard 
Church and has spearheaded a number of 

local service efforts including the recent 
collection of 50 gift boxes to send to im-
poverished children overseas.

Hermiston’s Man of the Year, attorney 
George Anderson, was introduced with a 

long list of boards he has served on, in-
cluding the Umatilla Planning Commis-
sion, Blue Mountain Community Col-
lege board and Hermiston city council.

Anderson moved to Hermiston 38 
years ago and, State Sen. Bill Hansell 

erything good that has happened in and 
to Hermiston since that time.”

Chamber honors 
outstanding citizens
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Shirley Parsons, center, is greeted by members of her family after being named Woman of the Year on Wednesday at the Herm-
iston Distinguished Citizens Award banquet in Hermiston.
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Former Hermiston City Councilor George Anderson speaks after being 
named Man of the Year on Wednesday at the Hermiston Distinguished Citi-
zens Award banquet.

Devoted to Hermiston
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“... (Anderson’s) fi ngerprints are on almost everything 
good that has happened in and to Hermiston ...”

— Sen. Bill Hansell


