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FIRE: ‘This is as close as you can get to the real thing’

Continued from 1A

smoke eventually gave way
to large plumes of dark gray
smoke and the house was
quickly engulfed in fire.

As crews of four to five
firefighters periodically
doused small amounts of
water on the burning build-
ing, Pendleton Fire Depart-
ment Capt. John Richard-
son said the intent of the
exercise was to control the
fire without completely put-
ting it out.

While the ground crews
eventually needed help
from a hose affixed to a fire
engine’s ladder to avoid en-
dangering a set of nearby
power lines, the house start-
ed to fall apart the way Ben-
edict intended, with the roof
caving in before the house’s
far walls fell inward.

With the house fire burn-
ing steadily behind her,
Hermiston Fire and Emer-
gency Services firefighter
Andi Walker spoke about
the valuable training ex-

perience Burn to Learn of-
fered.

Walker, a two year veter-
an, said some of the younger
firefighters could learn from
teachable moments outside
the classroom, something a
normal fire scene might not
afford.

“This is as close you can
get to the real thing,” she
said.

Contact Antonio Sierra
at asierra@eastoregonian.
com or 541-966-0836.

LUNCH: USDA reimburses school district $3 per meal served

Continued from 1A

The USDA reimburses
the school district $3 per
meal served, and each meal
costs the district about $1.70.
The rest is used to cover
overhead expenses.

Some people see the
program as a middle class
entitlement, but Concannon
said many families in those
high-poverty districts made
just barely enough money
not to qualify for free or re-
duced lunch but still strug-
gled to make ends meet.

“The rationale behind that
is to simplify the administra-
tive process for school staff
and to feed those students,”
he said.

Concannon said CEP
schools across the country
are reporting fewer absent or
late students and fewer trips
to the nurse’s office with a
headache or stomachache.

“We want kids not to be

hood obesity, he said. The
USDA meals, with a whole
grain, protein, fruit, vege-
table and one percent milk,
are often healthier than

meals that parents send
with their children.
Concannon  said  the

USDA has been working
with universities to study
what factors lead to students
making the healthiest school
lunch decisions. The layout
of the lunchroom makes a
difference, they found. Stu-
dents also take more fruits
and vegetables from the sal-
ad bar if there is better light-
ing, if they have more time
to eat and if they eat lunch
after recess instead of before.

He said at elementary
schools they also found
that colorful signs naming
choices “Gameday grapes”
or “Champion Caesar sal-

ad” encourage more stu-
dents to eat them.

“We call that the smart-
er lunch room, that whole
package,” he said.

In Umatilla, Larsen said
the district has been work-
ing to implement some of
those findings. Students are
given a few minutes of extra
eating time, the lunchroom
has been redesigned and the
district is working on creat-
ing its own signs adding ad-
jectives to all of the food and
showing students how much
one serving is.

She said students in Uma-
tilla are already unusually
good at eating from the salad
bar, and she tries to keep it
stocked with items that have
proved popular.

“We have pretty good luck
with our kiddos eating fruits
and vegetables,” she said.

Staff photo by Kathy Aney

Nattalie Gray, 11, of Hermiston, sings “God Bless the U.S.A.” to open the first legis-
lative session of the year at the Capitol in Salem as House Speaker Tina Kotek and
Joe Prange, journal editor for the Chief Clerk of the House, listen.

Young singer opens legislative session

By KATHY ANEY
East Oregonian

While most of her peers sat
in class on Monday morning,
Nattalie Gray sang to the Ore-
gon House of Representatives.

The 1l-year-old stood
behind a microphone at the
front of the chamber and
performed “God Bless the
U.S.A.” to open the legisla-
tive session. Nattalie stayed
on pitch as the 60 represen-
tatives watched, one getting
a picture with a smartphone.
House Speaker Tina Kotek
looked on from the head of

a Heppner football game
played at Hermiston’s Ken-
nison Field. Smith said
the song choice was hers,
though Smith asked her to
sing “something patriotic.”
Nattalie sings the way
most people breathe, said her
mother, Heidi, who watched
the performance with Bruce
from a side aisle that runs
alongside the main floor.
“She sings when she
brushes her teeth,” Heidi
said. “She’s been singing

since birth — she came out
singing.”

The Armand Larive stu-
dent isn’t a member of her
school choir, but studies voice
and is the youngest mem-
ber of the song team for her
church youth group at New
Hope Church. Last summer,
she sang an hour-long concert
at the Umatilla County Fair.

Contact Kathy Aney at
kaney@eastoregonian.com
or call 541-966-0810.

the chamber with a smile.
Rep. Greg Smith, R-Hep-
pner, had invited Nattalie to
sing after hearing her belt
out the national anthem at

Dinner and Auctlon
Over $30,000 in auction
iteme up for bid
Cracked Crab * Baked Salmon * Tri-Tip Steak * Complimentary Beer

Woednesday, February | |* « *25 per person
Dinner 6-7:30 pm ¢ Auction 7:00 pm

Corrections

The East Oregonian works hard to be accurate and
sincerely regrets any errors. If you notice a mistake in
the paper, please call 541-966-0818.

struggling in school because

they’re hungry,” he said.
The program is also de-

signed to cut down on child-
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Tickets available at Big John's Pizza, Pendleton Athletic and Dave's Food Mart. Must be 21 & over to attend
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