
Today is the 31st day of 
2015. There are 334 days left 
in the year.

Today’s Highlights in 
History:

On Jan. 31, 1865, the 
U.S. House of Representa-
tives joined the Senate in 
passing the 13th Amendment 
to the United States Con-
stitution abolishing slavery, 

-
cation. (The amendment was 
adopted in Dec. 1865.) Gen. 
Robert E. Lee was named 
general-in-chief of the Con-
federate States Army by 
President Jefferson Davis.

On this date:
In 1606, Guy Fawkes, 

convicted of treason for his 
part in the “Gunpowder Plot” 
against the English Parlia-
ment and King James I, was 
executed.

In 1797, composer Franz 
Schubert was born in Vienna.

In 1915, entertainer and 
TV personality Garry Moore 
was born in Baltimore.

In 1929, revolutionary 
Leon Trotsky and his family 
were expelled from the Sovi-
et Union.

In 1934, President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt signed the 
Gold Reserve Act.

In 1945, Pvt. Eddie Slo-

soldier since the Civil War to 
be executed for desertion as 
he was shot by an American 

In 1958, the United States 
entered the Space Age with 

a satellite into orbit, Explorer 
I.

In 1961, NASA launched 
Ham the Chimp aboard a 
Mercury-Redstone rocket 
from Cape Canaveral; Ham 
was recovered safely from 
the Atlantic Ocean following 
his 16 1/2-minute suborbital 

In 1971, astronauts Alan 
Shepard, Edgar Mitchell 

and Stuart Roosa blasted off
aboard Apollo 14 on a mis-
sion to the moon.

In 1980, Queen Juli-
ana of the Netherlands an-
nounced she would abdicate
on her birthday the following 
April, to be succeeded by her
daughter, Princess Beatrix.

In 1990, McDonald’s

food restaurant in Moscow.
In 2000, an Alaska Air-

lines MD-83 jet crashed into

Hueneme, California, killing
all 88 people aboard.

Today’s Birthdays: Ac-
tress Carol Channing is 94.
Baseball Hall-of-Famer Er-
nie Banks is 84. Composer
Philip Glass is 78. Former 
Interior Secretary James
Watt is 77. Princess Beat-
rix of the Netherlands, the

Actor Stuart Margolin is 75.
Actress Jessica Walter is 74.
Former U.S. Rep. Dick Ge-
phardt, D-Mo., is 74. Blues
singer-musician Charlie
Musselwhite is 71. Actor 
Glynn Turman is 69. Base-
ball Hall-of-Famer Nolan
Ryan is 68. Actor Jonathan
Banks (TV: “Breaking Bad”)
is 68. Singer-musician Harry 
Wayne Casey (KC and the
Sunshine Band) is 64. Rock
singer Johnny Rotten is 59.
Actress Kelly Lynch is 56. 
Actor Anthony LaPaglia is
56. Singer-musician Lloyd
Cole is 54. Rock musician
Al Jaworski (Jesus Jones) is
49. Actress Minnie Driver is
45. Actress Portia de Rossi 
is 42. Actor-comedian Bob-
by Moynihan is 38. Actress
Kerry Washington is 38.
Singer Justin Timberlake is
34. Actor Tyler Ritter is 30.
Country singer Tyler Hub-
bard (Florida Georgia Line)
is 28. Folk-rock singer-mu-
sician Marcus Mumford 
(Mumford and Sons) is 28.

Thought for Today: “We
live in a moment of history 
where change is so speeded
up that we begin to see the
present only when it is al-
ready disappearing.” — R.D.
Laing, Scottish psychiatrist
(1927-1989).
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Dear Abby: I am 21 and confused. 
My boyfriend, “Ethan,” and I broke up 

back together. The problem is, he hides 
the fact that we’re together. I’m not al-
lowed to put anything on Facebook or 
even comment or “like” anything on 
his page. He hardly even talks to me or 
comes to see me, and when we do talk or 

used to be great together, but things are 
no longer the way they were.

Ethan insists he’s not cheating on me, 
but it’s hard to believe him, because when we got 
back together he had been talking to a girl who 
lives a few miles away from him. I don’t want 
to end our relationship. Ethan says he loves me 
and doesn’t want to leave me, but I don’t know 
what to think anymore. Any advice? — Drifting 
In Ohio

Dear Drifting: Yes. Wake up, honey. The rela-
tionship you cherished with Ethan is over. A man 
who is in love with a woman sees and talks with 
her often, and doesn’t hide her from the world or 

That he would forbid you to mention that you are 
back together on Facebook and refuse to permit 

You asked my advice, and here it is: Take a 
giant step backward and see Ethan for who he is 
— a person who doesn’t tell the truth and is very 
likely a cheater. If he was sincere, he’d be telling 
the world the happy news about your reunion.

Dear Abby: I’m a 16-year-old girl and a ju-

nior in high school. I love my best friend
and we are very close with each other.
How do we maintain a strong friendship
when we go to college? We are planning
on going to different colleges, possibly
in different states. We don’t want to
lose what we have right now. — Good
Friend On The West Coast

Dear Good Friend: Do it the way
everyone else does — through instant 
messaging and social media. But under-
stand that both of you will have new re-
sponsibilities that will occupy your time,

and you will be meeting new people and form-
ing additional relationships. It doesn’t have to
have a negative impact on your close friendship
if you both approach it with the right attitude.
College is a time for growth and expansion.
When you see each other during vacations from
school, you can share that with each other. 

Dear Abby: While driving with my son

bumper sticker on the car ahead of us at a stop-
light. It had the “My child is an honor student”
message with his school’s name on it. I said to
him, in a not-too-subtle hint about his grades,
“I’d like to have a bumper sticker like that to put
on my car, too.” 

I realized he was developing a wicked sense
of humor when he replied, “I’ll see if I can steal 
you one.” It’s one of my favorite memories. — 
Oh, The Memories In La Grange, N.C.

Dear Memories: Funny! And what has he
become? A lawyer, a politician or a comedian? 

Girlfriend kept in shadows 
begins to see the light

100 Years Ago
From the East Oregonian

Jan. 31-Feb. 1, 1915
What to do with bootleggers after they 

have been caught is the problem which is vex-
ing Circuit Judge Phelps. This morning when 
several of those caught in the recent campaign 
appeared before him and pleaded guilty, he 
refused to pass sentence, declaring he would 

imprisonment in the county jail would be a 
punishment to them. If the county maintained 
a rockpile or worked the prisoner some other 
way, the judge intimated he would know what 

want to encourage other men of the hobo class 

a place to stay and good meals during the win-
ter. In that event the burden would not be upon 
the bootleggers but upon the taxpayers.”

50 Years Ago
From the East Oregonian

Jan. 31-Feb. 1, 1965
A Pilot Rock man stood in numbed shock on 

the banks of East Birch Creek Saturday watch-
ing the waters rushing down a channel where 
once stood his home and all his belongings. Ed 

Pilot Rock plant, and his family had only re-
cently moved into their three bedroom home
located about six miles southeast of Pilot Rock.
It was built 30 yards from the creek. The swol-
len creek poured over its banks late Friday and
had a direct shot at the Hardin house. An ae-
rial survey showed parts of the Hardin home 
caught on trees and fences for at least a mile
downstream. A shed and his oldest son’s car

rural home.
25 Years Ago

From the East Oregonian
Jan. 31-Feb. 1, 1990

Jackie Leeper will be sentenced March 9 for
murdering a husband she said abused her and
threatened her children. After nine-and-a-half
hours of deliberation over two days, a 12-per-
son jury convicted her Tuesday of murdering 
Gary Leeper. In so doing, they ruled Jackie was
not acting in self-defense when she shot Gary 
June 16, 1989. Jury members appeared angry
and tense Tuesday as they entered the court-
room with their verdict. They had switched

fought angrily before coming to a decision.
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