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MEDIA DAY: Teammates defend Lynch

Continued from 1B

About 200 reporters crowded around Lynch’s
podium for at least 15 minutes before he arrived.
But the media-shy Lynch made it clear right
from the start he wasn’t saying anything except

variations of his scripted answer.

Lynch set a timer on his phone and told ev-
eryone he showed up just to avoid a fine. Lynch
caught a bag of Skittles tossed from Olym-
pic gold medal gymnast Shawn Johnson and
stopped to pick up a reporter’s recorder off the

floor before he walked away.

Lynch later spoke to “Entertainment Tonight”
about his foundation, the “Fam 1st Family Foun-

dation.”

The Professional Football Writers of America
was talking to the league about the session and
Lynch had been apprised of a potential fine. He
is also required to be at media sessions Wednes-

day and Thursday.

In November, the NFL fined Lynch $50,000
for violations of the league’s media policy in ad-
dition to collecting the $50,000 fine that was im-
posed against Lynch for violations last season.
The fine from 2013 was held in anticipation of

future cooperation from Lynch.

“I'm fine sitting up here, but not everybody
is comfortable with it so I don’t think he should
be forced to do it,” All-Pro cornerback Richard

Sherman said.

Lynch has much more to say when the price
is right. Insurance company Progressive and
candy maker Skittles released commercials fea-
turing Lynch saying a bit more than his usual:
“Yeah” and “Nope” and “Thanks for asking.”

At Media Day last year, Lynch’s reclusive-
ness became a major story. Lynch appeared for 6
1/2 minutes, left the arena, and then returned to
a “mixed zone” the NFL created for players not
on podiums or in microphone-equipped speak-
ing areas at the Prudential Center in Newark,

New Jersey.
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With the exception of briefly speaking with
the NFL Network’s Deion Sanders, to the Sea-
hawks’ website, and to Armed Forces Network,
he did not deal with reporters that day.

Sanders, the Hall of Fame cornerback, tried
again to interview Lynch, but got nowhere this
time and left laughing.

Teammates defended Lynch’s behavior.

“This is who he is. I don’t nitpick or judge, so
I just accept a person for who they are,” All-Pro
safety Earl Thomas said. “I just love who he is.
He is so random.”

Sherman even continued answering ques-
tions after the 60-minute session ended.

“I don’t think (players) should be obligated
any more than the commissioner is obligated to
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Seattle Seahawks’ Richard Sherman answers questions during media day for NFL
Super Bowl XLIX football game Tuesday, Jan. 27, 2015, in Phoenix.

speak to the media,” Sherman said. “I think that
if players are going to be obligated to speak to
the media then every one of the NFL personnel
should be obligated to speak to the media week-
ly, and that’s not the case.

“It’s unfortunate, but I think that every team

should be forced to present certain players, ob-

viously a few of them. Obviously, if someone is
uncomfortable in front of the media and uncom-
fortable answering questions, then you have to
find a way to accommodate the NFL. This is a

game; you find a way to accommodate everyone

else who’s uncomfortable.”
Lynch was fined $20,000 for making an ob-

scene gesture during Seattle’s overtime win over

Green Bay in the NFC championship game.

Gronk ready
to roll in
Super Bowl

Health not a concern
for Pats star Tight End

By HOWARD ULMAN
AP Sports Writer

PHOENIX — Rob Gronkowski’s
ankle is fine. So are his forearm and
knee. He’s way past those injuries that
ruined his last three postseasons.

You can’t even hurt his feelings.

So when Seattle nickel back Jeremy
Lane says “I actually don’t think he’s
that good,” the best tight end in the NFL
says, simply, “Everyone’s entitled to

their own opinion.”

Of course, the 265-pound Gronkowski
can change that opinion when the Patri-
ots face the Seahawks and the 190-pound
Lane in the Super Bowl on Sunday.
Healthy again, he should be a handful.

“Ready to roll,” he said Tuesday.

Gronkowski missed the AFC cham-
pionship games the past two years with
a broken left forearm in 2013 and a torn
ACL and MCL in his right knee in 2014.
In the Super Bowl in 2012, he was lim-
ited by a high left ankle sprain. New En-

gland lost all three.

The fun-loving but hard-working
Gronkowski was back on a Super Bowl
Media Day platform on Tuesday. His
laugh and smile were present, just as
they were three years ago.

“It feels good to be 100 percent
healthy,” he said, “and not get a million
questions like last time about my ankle.”
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LOST KEYS
Pendleton Safeway
1/16/15
Honda key on small
purple lanyard
541-377-1369
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YOUR AD ON THE
FIRST DAY OF
PUBLICATION.
While we are happy to
make any necessary
correction, we cannot
be responsible for er-
rors appearing for
multiple days. Thank

you!

View all
state wide legal
notices online at

www.public
noticeads.com/

Travel 12

TURN HERE for Es-
corted group tours to
Australia-Call 541
377 6855 or drop by
the office at 305 SW
Court for Brochures ,
ideas and the travels
on your  bucket
list-Turn Here Travel
TURN HERE
REALTY & TRAVEL
541 377 6855

Personals
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Email or Call
Paula @
classifieds @

r nian.

com
541-278-2678
to place your
classified ad!!

Homes for Sale,
Pendleton 100

#14173071- RIVER-
VIEW- Spacious 3
bed/2bath VIEW
home, bonus family
room, double ga-
rage, fenced yard .
Turn Here Realty
541 377 6855

TURN HERE
REALTY & TRAVEL

541 377 6855
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INVESTOR RENTAL
Opportunity- 3 bed 1
bath, fenced yard,
$55 000.. Corporate
Owned #15520393
Turn Here Realty
Call Kerry at 541
377 6855

TURN HERE
REALTY & TRAVEL

541 377 6855

EASTERN OREGON

REAL ESTATE

Over 1200
Homes for Sale
www.east
oregonreal
estate.com

Pendleton
$154,000 - FED-
ERAL VETERANS
SPECIALS. Pride of
Ownership.  Duplex
at 361 & 363 and
second duplex for
$159,000 at 351 and
353 NE 37th Street
(Riverside area) Live
in one side and let
the tenant pay most
of your payment in
rent. Current rents
are $700 per side for
large 2 b/r units with
large fenced yard
and washer and
dryer hookups.
RMLS# 12472382
Garton &
Associates
(541) 276-0931

(541-379-8690)
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Sell Your
Home Here!

Contact

Jodi Snook
at 541-278-2670

or
jsnook@eastoregonian.com




