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modifying one of the agency’s alterna-
tives, or crafting an entirely new pro-
posal. 

The Forest Service was on schedule 
-

stead, it will continue reaching out for 

-

time,” Martin said. 

project-level decisions. Rather, it is a 
-

also follow federal laws, such as the 

The goals of the plan are three-fold: 
to promote social, economic and eco-

“There’s a variety of ways you can 
lay out a plan,” Martin said. “We want 

The Blue Mountains are an integral 
part of the lifestyle in rural Eastern 
Oregon. Outdoor recreation is a major 

-
tors from across the country.

-
tional Shooting Sports Foundation, 

year. Of those, 15,000 come from out-

$248 million annually, supporting 

One of the top concerns in the forests 
is maintaining an appropriate road sys-
tem that provides access while protect-

plan, the Forest Service claims the 

given the level of funding and growing 

representing recreation interests, said 
the proposal appears to set the stage for 
road closures, setting aside more land 

-
aged.

“Once we see what the forests want 
to do on a project level, that’s when 

forests are already growing at a rate of 

of the proposed forest plan say it is too 

Larry Givens has said the Forest Ser-

approach to managing federal lands. 

-

the plan is not near aggressive enough, 
resource-wise, to protect healthy forests 
and healthy communities.

“The forests aren’t simply a tree 

through, it doesn’t do what it used to 
-

stroys the ecosystem.”

Economic growth
Boosting active management would 

rural economy as well.

Under the Forest Service’s preferred 
alternative, the predicted annual tim-

Zach Williams, a consultant with 

the target remains low when compared 
-

mills each year.
-
-

sociated Oregon Loggers shows mills 

feet per year from the Blue Mountains 
forests just to sustain current infrastruc-
ture.

The wood is there, Williams said, if 
they can agree on a forest plan that en-
courages enough logging. 

“My feeling is it has to do with ex-

Service,” he said. “What we’re saying 
is: ‘Let’s set a goal we want to attain, 

wood products manufacturing compa-
-

previously said four of those facilities 

the national forests. She said the pro-

that doesn’t suit the needs of the forests 
or the communities.

“We need to see an increase in the 

to see the industry expand a little more.”

Environmental aid
The forests, however, aren’t only for 

-
mals call the forests home, including 
old-growth trees and some endangered 
species.

The preferred forest plan alternative 
calls for 91,000 acres of wilderness 
among the three forests. Oregon Wild, 

in the conservation of roadless areas on 

Bend, said the proposed plan is far from 
the middle ground.

some increased protections for our last 
great wild places.”

Wilderness areas remain an import-
-

Enterprise. 
Decades of under-management have 

careful not to swing the pendulum too 
far toward over-logging and clear-cuts.

roads,” he said. “Those areas are ever 
more important, and worth protecting.”

Bruce Eddy, east region manager for 
the Oregon Department of Fish & Wild-
life, said the real nitty-gritty will come 

will settle on the right strategy, and said 
-

level of engagement.
“There’s a perspective out there that 

-
essarily the state’s perspective,” Eddy 

happen again.”
———

Contact George Plaven at gplaven@
eastoregonian.com or 541-564-4547.
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-
vantage as well. 

-
petitors of its own in the form 
of the six test sites that were 

-

Range is a part of the Pan 

ranges throughout Oregon, 

-

to run tests at the Pendleton 
-
-

companies in negotiations 
with the city to start testing. 

While the path seems 

-

have slowed the process. 

-
cently informed airport staff 
that all drones would need 

-

This new requirement 
comes on the heels of pre-
vious confusion regarding 
which entity would receive 

-
-

city. Pendleton will then pay 
other entities involved in de-
veloping and managing the 

Services.
-
-

said he understands the ad-
ministration’s commitment 
to safety and is still optimistic 

-
cern that he didn’t have time 

said the city has hired East-
-

to help with that effort. 

getting outside help from 

were interested in personal-

manned and unmanned aerial 
vehicles. 

persistent need if the city 

range, which includes an in-

The city has invested
$535,000 into the test range,

terminate local funding.
-

gon could step in.
-
-

ed to developing Oregon’s
three test ranges in Pendle-
ton, Warm Springs and Til-

the state and federal levels is
“essential” to the growth of 

Morrisson said govern-
ment investment could re-
turn dividends in the form of

-
versity economist Bruce
Sorte, the range could create

-
ate $178 million in economic

of operation.
“The mathematics are very

compelling,” Morrisson said. 
To help support the rang-

for a $3.5 million grant from
Business Oregon, with $2.25 

state’s test ranges. 

part of the state, Pendleton

-
sion to accept an appoint-

-

-

other areas of the airport
have received attention. 

up 15 percent last year, with 

demolished four dilapidated
homes in the airport area.

said, “and the suit was a little
dingy up here.” 

———
Contact Antonio Sierra at

asierra@eastoregonian.com 
or 541-966-0836.

AIRPORT: 
$535,000 into test range
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Staff photo by Jade McDowell

Police stand outside the caution tape marking a crime scene outside Foxwood 
Apartments near Victory Square Park in Hermiston where one man was shot and 
another seriously injured.

-

place and law enforcement is 
left trying to connect dots and 
ascertain what truly happened 
versus what a person wants 

-
mation from witnesses and 
others involved also could 
point to gang involvement. 

-

sometimes holding to a code 
of silence and sometimes out 
of fear of retaliation from 

SHOOTING: 
Witnesses not 
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one count each of second-de-
gree assault and riot and four 
counts each of felon in posses-

crimes, including in connec-
tion with a shooting this past 

Browning faces 12 counts in 
all, Mauer 17 and Tinnell 21.

-

almost 29 years.
Local defense attorneys 

entered not guilty pleas for 
each defendant, and each has 
a preliminary hearing some-

quiet except for answer-
ing yes or no questions. But 
during a moment when the 
court was deciding on hear-

through the pages of his in-
dictment. He closed the doc-
ument and said, “Well, there 
goes my life.”

Primus also charged an 
associate of the gang mem-

of Pendleton, pleaded not 
guilty to two felony counts of 
conspiracy to assault anoth-
er woman. Pendleton police 
uncovered her crimes while 
investigating the gang, Prim-
us said after the hearings, and 
more crimes and defendants 

-
eteering case in his tenure as 

district attorney, and it may

against a gang in the coun-

-

money laundering. 
Primus explained an or-

to fall under the law. Rath-

while operating as another.
-
-

er’s apartment professed the

to target methamphetamine
-

and mayhem. Primus said
the gang may have started as

-
mit violent crimes.

Primus said the grand jury
heard evidence and listened
to 11 witnesses for almost

championing use of the law.
The district attorney also

said this case would test what
he and his staff could do with
that law and may lay the

———
Contact Phil Wright at

pwright@eastoregonian.com
or 541-966-0833.

CONSPIRACY: Browning   
faces up to 29 years in prison
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“I’m a big believer
that the suit makes
the man. And the

suit was a little
dingy up here.”
— Steve Chrisman,

airport manager


