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The Oregonian

NEWPORT (AP) — Sara Skam-
ser has to do a lot less convincing 
these days.

The owner of Newport’s Foul-

has been a trusted business partner 
of West Coast trawlers for three 
decades, but many of them were 
skeptical when she began develop-
ing special nets designed to keep out 
unwanted species.

They didn’t want to invest thou-
sands of dollars in a new tool with 
no guarantee that using it wouldn’t 
also make it harder for their desired 
catch to stay in the net.

“They’re human — they don’t 
want to have to try something new 
that isn’t working perfectly yet,” 
Skamser said.

New federal rules created to 

of unintended catch that individual 

and have turned many of Skamser’s 
skeptics into customers.

say use of the technology has sky-
rocketed since the new rules took 
effect.

And it’s having a major impact 
on the sustainability of Oregon’s 

are an important piece of the effort 

— yelloweye and darkblotch rock-

2000s stood on the brink of collapse.
New rules change 

In the old days, trawling along 
the West Coast was a free-for-all.

-
ery-wide, with no regard for how 

taking. As a result, each season was 
a race to catch as many pounds as 

Kurt Cochran, a Newport-based 

that swims,” says in those days, un-
-

men’s nets were known as “dinner.”
But starting in 2011, federal 

regulators switched Oregon, Wash-

trawlers to the catch-share system, 

bringing in unwanted species.

-
son’s catch — say, 30 tons of hake, 

-
men are limited in the amount of 

their nets. If they surpass that quota, 

whether or not they have reached 
their catch limit.

anymore,” Cochran says.
The push for better sorting tools 

created an unlikely partnership be-

the regulatory agencies that police 
their harvest.

“It used to be this side against 

Skamser said. “There’s a growing 
collaboration on the port.”

Mark Lomeli and Waldo Wake-

States Marine Fisheries Commis-
sion and the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, spend 

too many halibut are getting tangled 
up in their hake nets, Lomeli and 

-

themselves.

about which tools work best.
“It’s easier to justify buying 

something if somebody’s done a 
little research on it to prove it’s a 
gain,” Cochran said.

success
Two major successes in the past 

the partnership.

scientists from the Oregon Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife tested 
the effectiveness of LED lights in 
keeping eulachon smelt out of pink 
shrimp nets. The tactic was a slam-
dunk. Fishermen who dragged the 
lighted nets saw a 91 percent reduc-
tion in the weight of eulachon they 
brought aboard.

By the end of the season, Lomeli 
said, “everyone was using them.”

Part of that is because the lights 
are only $40 apiece to buy — a 

trawl nets run tens of thousands of 
dollars.

salmon out of hake nets is more dif-

-

With the season well under-

shut down after too many Chinook 
salmon got caught up in trawl-
ers’ nets. Recognizing that salmon 
numbers were unusually high in 

they had to move into deeper waters 
where salmon were sparser. Many 

new nets that are designed to give
salmon a way out.

“We’ve had our share of close
calls, and the worry of a shutdown
makes it really important to use the 

-
ly placed net lighting that, they
believe, could further reduce the
number of salmon coming aboard.

-

share with the industry.
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In this undated photo, Sara Skamser poses for a photo with one of her Foulweather Trawl nets in 
Newport. The owner of the fishing net company has been a trusted business partner of West Coast 
trawlers for three decades, but many of them were skeptical when she began developing special nets 
designed to keep out unwanted species. 
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Sara Skamser’s Foulweather Trawl hangs in Newport. 

“It used to be this
side against that
side; academia

against fishermen. 
There’s growing 
collaboration on

the port.”
  — Sara Skamser

Owner, 
Newport Foulweather  

Fishing Trawl Company

TROPHY CASE

Submited photo from Graham Derbyshire

Old high school friends Ramsay Derbyshire of Pleasant Hill, Ore., Graham Derbyshire of Hermiston, Rich-
ard Johnsrud of Baker City and Pat Johnsrud of Drain, Ore. hunted with Shane Black BC Safaris for four 
mountain caribou and two moose in October in northern British Columbia. Send your hunting or fishing 
photo to ttrainor@eastoregonian.com to be showcased in this space each week.

LONGVIEW, Wash. (AP) — A 
dog protecting its owner wouldn’t let 

Wildlife Refuge approach the duck 
blind where the hunter had fatally 
collapsed.

the aggressive dog using a catch 
pole Tuesday evening and medics 

dead, presumably of natural causes.
The Columbian reports the man 

went hunting at 5 a.m. but didn’t check 

out at dusk, so the manager went to 
check on him. A duck he had shot was 
inside the blind with him.

The dog was held for a family 
member to retrieve.

ANCHORAGE, Alaska (AP) — 
Alaska State Troopers say an Oregon 
man died while climbing Mount Yukla.

Dasan Marshall of Portland, 
Oregon, was climbing with a friend 
Sunday when he fell about 1,000 feet, 
troopers said.

Because of the terrain in the 

Chugach Mountains about 6 miles 
from the Eagle River Nature Center, 
a helicopter was used to recover 
Marshall’s body. The body was taken 

No foul play was suspected.
People who knew Marshall, 24, 

climber who loved the outdoors.
Medema met Marshall in 2011 

while he was climbing at the Portland 
Rock Gym, where she worked.

“He was very interested in taking a 
big bite out of life,” Tracy Trefethen, 
a teacher and Marshall’s academic 
adviser at his school, told The 
Oregonian.

BRIEFLY

 Love Notes Love Notes
 Tell The World How You 
 Feel, Send A Message To 
 Your Special Someone 
 For Valentine's Day!

 Entries must be received by Feb. 6th at noon

 Your Name:
 Daytime Phone: 
 Address:
 Person's Name:
 Message:

 Mailed check or money order 
 I would like to pay with my credit card 

 Circle one:  Visa or Mastercard
 Cardmember Name:
 Card Number: 
 Cardholder's Address:
 Expiration Date:

 Emailed photo to classifieds@eastoregonian.com

 PAULA 541-278-2678 211 SE Byers Ave,  Pendleton

 ONLY

 15 words only

 ONLY
 $ 25 15 words + picture

 $ 20

 Fill out this form and send to:

 February 14th in the  Hermiston Herald & East Oregonian


