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Super PAC attack ad relied on 
half-truths to sting Hansell

Ultra-conservatives from the Republican 
Party just ran expensive attack ads against our 
Republican state senator Bill Hansell. Carried 
in the East Oregonian and on Pendleton radio 
VWDWLRQ��WKH�DGV�SUREDEO\�DUH�¿QDQFHG�E\�RXW�RI�
state money.

7KH\�DUH�¿OOHG�ZLWK�KDOI�WUXWKV�DQG�OLHV�WR�
distort Mr. Hansell practical voting record. 
+RZ�VDG�LW�LV�WKDW�XOWUD�FRQVHUYDWLYHV�FDQQRW�
WROHUDWH�DQ�HOHFWLYH�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�
SDUW\�ZKR�LV�IDLU��FRPSDVVLRQDWH�DQG�XVHV�
FRPPRQ�VHQVH��+RZ�VDG�LW�LV�WKDW�WKH\�XVH�OLHV�
and deceit in their intimidation.

George Anderson
Hermiston

Pendleton/Irrigon game good 
for teams, area sports fans

Pendleton boys basketball coach Brian 
Broaddus lamented his decision (East 
Oregonian, Jan. 21) to play 2A state champion 
Irrigon as a lose-lose situation no matter the 
outcome. It took a lot of courage for Broaddus 
and the Pendleton administration to be 
ZLOOLQJ�WR�SOD\�D��$�VFKRRO�WKDW�ZDVQ¶W�HYHQ�
on the map ten years ago. The result of this 
FRXUDJHRXV�GHFLVLRQ�ZDV�D�ZLQ�ZLQ�ZLQ�IRU�
(DVWHUQ�2UHJRQ�VSRUWV��,W�ZDV�D�KXJH�ZLQ�IRU�
basketball fans. 

7KLV�SLWWHG�ZKDW�PD\�EH�WKH�EHVW�3HQGOHWRQ�
team in decades against an Irrigon boys 
team that arguably is the best boys team in 
1RUWKHDVWHUQ�2UHJRQ�²�HYHU��:KHQ�ZLOO�WKDW�

opportunity ever happen again?
,W�ZDV�D�ZLQ�IRU�,UULJRQ��QRW�EHFDXVH�WKH\�

ZRQ�WKH�JDPH��EXW�EHFDXVH�WKH�FRPSHWLWLRQ�
from Pendleton made them a better team. It 
ZDV�D�ZLQ�IRU�3HQGOHWRQ�EHFDXVH�WKH\�SOD\�
LQ�D�ZHDN�OHDJXH��VR�WKH�LQWHQVH�SUHVVXUH�DQG�
FRPSHWLWLRQ�WKH\�IDFHG�LQ�,UULJRQ�ZLOO�SUHSDUH�
them for state tournament competition. 

A big pat on the shoulder to Pendleton and 
Irrigon coaches and administrators for making 
this unprecedented event happen.

Stuart Dick
Irrigon

After end of gas tax, what next 
for economic development?

'LG�\RX�NQRZ"�7KH�FLW\�RI�3HQGOHWRQ�LV�
QRW�FKDUJLQJ�D�JDV�WD[�DQ\PRUH��,�GLGQ¶W�XQWLO�
,�ZDV�WDONLQJ�ZLWK�RQH�RI�WKH�FRXQFLO�PHPEHUV�
DQG�WKH\�VDLG�LW¶V�EHHQ�RYHU�IRU�DERXW�D�\HDU�
QRZ��:RZ��,�GLG�QRW�NQRZ�WKDW��6R�ZK\�LV�JDV�
KLJKHU�KHUH�LQ�WRZQ�WKDQ�MXVW�RXWVLGH�RI�WRZQ"

While I have your attention, if you are 
interested in asking our mayor Phillip Houk 
any questions regarding Umatilla economic 
GHYHORSPHQW�,�ZRXOG�LQYLWH�\RX�WR�DWWHQG�
the Umatilla Democratic Central Committee 
meeting Tuesday, Jan 27, in the Pendleton 
&LW\�+DOO�PHHWLQJ�URRP�DW���S�P��,�NQRZ�
,�KDYH�D�IHZ�PRUH�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�,�ZRXOG�
HQFRXUDJH�\RX�WR�FRPH�ZLWK�D�IHZ�RI�\RXU�
RZQ�WR�DVN�DIWHU�WKH�PD\RU�JLYHV�XV�D�EULHI�
V\QRSVLV�RI�ZKDW�LV�FRRNLQ¶�ZLWK�8PDWLOOD�
economic development for 2015.

Sue Petersen
Pendleton

A kick in the pants to the Seattle Seahawks’ Super Bowl opponent — 
the New England Patriots — who are answering fresh allegations about 
cheating.
,Q�WKHLU������VHPL¿QDO�VKHOODFNLQJ�RI�

the Colts, the team is accused of using 
XQGHU�LQÀDWHG�IRRWEDOOV��,W¶V�HDVLHU�WR�
JULS�DQ�XQGHU�LQÀDWHG�EDOO��DFFRUGLQJ�
to most receivers and quarterbacks, 
especially ones that are spend a lot of 
time combing their hair and are married 
to supermodels.
,W¶OO�EH�KDUG�WR�SURYH�GHOLEHUDWH�

malfeasance on the part of the Pats, but 
WKH�WHDP¶V�FXUUHQW�UHJLPH�KDV�D�ORQJ�
history of evading the rulebook in order to get any advantage they can.
$QG�7KXUVGD\¶V�SUHVV�FRQIHUHQFHV�E\�FRDFK�%LOO�%HOLFKLFN�DQG�4%�7RP�

%UDG\�ZHUH�KLJK�FRPHG\��%HOLFKLFN�WKURZLQJ�%UDG\�XQGHU�WKH�EXV�DQG�
%UDG\�RIIHULQJ�WKH�FODVVLF�TXRWH�³7KLV�LVQ¶W�,6,6��1R�RQH¶V�G\LQJ�´
$OWKRXJK�WKH�6HDKDZNV�GRQ¶W�KDYH�D�VTXHDN\�FOHDQ�UHSXWDWLRQ��ZKHQ�WKH�

other team is trying to distance themselves from terrorist-level hatred, you 
FDQ�UHVW�DVVXUHG�WKDW�WKH�6HDKDZNV�KDYH�VHFXUHG�WKH�³OHVV�EDG�JX\´�UROH�LQ�
QH[W�6XQGD\¶V�WLWDQLF�VWUXJJOH�
8QIRUWXQDWHO\��ZH�DOO�NQRZ�WKH�EDG�JX\V�VRPHWLPHV�ZLQ��6R�OHW¶V�JHW�RQ�

ZLWK�SUHSDULQJ�IRU�WKH�JDPH�DW�KDQG�DQG�OD\�RII�7RP�%UDG\¶V�EDOOV�

A tip of the hat to the Hermiston School District, for allowing the use 
of many of their gymnasiums for a basketball tournament this weekend.

The AAU Best of the West youth tourney is expected to bring about 4,000 
YLVLWRUV�WR�WKH�FLW\��ZKR�ZLOO�QR�GRXEW�GR�
ZKDW�YLVLWRUV�GR��SRVW�XS�LQ�KRWHO�URRPV��
buy meals at restaurants and breathe 
FRPPHUFH�LQWR�WKH�WRZQ�

To attract these events and help get 
the most bang for the buck, the school 
GLVWULFW�DOORZV�WKH�XVH�RI�WKHLU�IDFLOLWLHV�
IUHH�RI�FKDUJH��,W¶V�D�JUHDW�ZD\�WR�KHOS�
tournaments make a little more money, 
DQG�LQ�WXUQ�WKH�WRZQ�PDNH�D�ORW�PRUH�
money. 

Cheers to Hermiston being a lively, 
energetic place thanks to a nearly 25 

SHUFHQW�MXPS�LQ�SRSXODWLRQ�RYHU�WKH�ZHHNHQG����

$�NLFN�LQ�WKH�SDQWV�WR�WKH�ÀX�EXJ�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�FXWWLQJ�LWV�ZD\�
through Eastern Oregon antibodies over the last week.
:KRD�ER\��WKH�ÀX�KDV�GHDOW�D�EORZ�WR�D�ORW�RI�ZRUNSODFHV��FRPPXQLW\�

groups and households in the area.
$V�\RX�UHDG�LQ�WRGD\¶V�HGLWLRQ��LW�GLG�

VXFK�D�QXPEHU�RQ�0LOWRQ�)UHHZDWHU�
FRXQFLORUV�WKDW�WKH\�GLGQ¶W�KDYH�HQRXJK�
healthy members to form a quorum. 
:LWK�WKHVH�\HDU¶V�ÀX�VKRW�QRW�GRLQJ�

much to steel us against the virus, it 
ORRNV�OLNH�WKLV�ÀX�VHDVRQ�ZLOO�EH�D�QDVW\�
RQH��,W�PLJKW�UXQ�DOO�WKH�ZD\�WR�WKH�¿UVW�
ZDUP�GD\V�RI�VSULQJ�

Our advice is to decrease your 
chances of contracting the virus by 
JHWWLQJ�WKDW�VKRW��VWRFN�XS�RQ�ÀX�¿JKWHUV�DQG�VOHHS�ZLWK�DQ�H[WUD�EODQNHW�XQWLO�
WKH�EXJ�ÀLHV�E\�

Tip of the hat; 
kick in the pants IW�WRRN�D�ZKLOH�IRU�5HSXEOLFDQV�WR�

FDWFK�RQ�WR�ZKDW�3UHVLGHQW�2EDPD�
LV�GRLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�8�6��WHUURULVW�

prison in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. But 
QRZ�WKDW�LW¶V�FOHDU�2EDPD�LV�UXVKLQJ�
to empty the place, Republicans 
are stepping up efforts to stop him. 
Whether they succeed could have a 
serious impact on national security, as 
ZHOO�DV�RQ�PRUH�JHQHUDO�*23�HIIRUWV�WR�
UHLQ�LQ�UXQDZD\�H[HFXWLYH�SRZHU�LQ�WKH�
White House.

Obama has accelerated 
Guantanamo releases and transfers since last 
1RYHPEHU¶V�PLGWHUP�HOHFWLRQV��2WKHU�WKDQ�
WKH�¿YH�VHQLRU�7DOLEDQ�OHDGHUV�UHOHDVHG�LQ�
H[FKDQJH�IRU�$UP\�6JW��%RZH�%HUJGDKO�ODVW�
May — a deal Obama made 
LQ�VHFUHW��LJQRULQJ�WKH�ODZ�
that required him to notify 
Congress — the president 
released just one other 
Guantanamo inmate in 2014 
before the elections.

6LQFH�WKH�HOHFWLRQV��
the doors have opened. 
Obama released seven 
prisoners in November, 15 
LQ�'HFHPEHU��DQG�¿YH�PRUH�
RQ�:HGQHVGD\�RI�WKLV�ZHHN��
³6LQFH�,�RQO\�JRW�WZR�\HDUV�
LQ�RI¿FH�OHIW��,¶P�NLQG�RI�
LQ�D�UXVK�´�2EDPD�VDLG�LQ�D�
VSHHFK�LQ�,RZD�:HGQHVGD\��
+H�ZDV�WDONLQJ�DERXW�KLV�
HFRQRPLF�SODQV��EXW�WKHUH¶V�
no doubt the sentiment applies to Guantanamo 
DV�ZHOO�

The hurry has alarmed a number of 
ODZPDNHUV��HYHQ�WKRVH�ZKR�VKDUH�2EDPD¶V�
GHVLUH�WR�FORVH�WKH�SULVRQ��1RZ��VHYHUDO�
Republican senators — Kelly Ayotte, N.H.; 
-RKQ�0F&DLQ��$UL]���/LQGVH\�*UDKDP��6�&���
and Richard Burr, N.C. — have introduced 
D�QHZ�ELOO�VORZ�WKH�SUHVLGHQW�GRZQ��7KH�
OHJLVODWLRQ�ZRXOG�GR�¿YH�WKLQJV�

���,PSRVH�D�WZR�\HDU�VXVSHQVLRQ�RQ�
transferring high- and medium-risk detainees 
from Guantanamo to foreign countries.

���&UHDWH�D�WZR�\HDU�EDQ�RQ�UHOHDVHV�WR�
Yemen, a country Ayotte calls the “Wild, Wild 
:HVW�IRU�WHUURULVWV�´

3) Raise the standard for release, even 
RI�SULVRQHUV�ZKR�DUH�QRW�MXGJHG�KLJK��RU�
medium-risk.

���([WHQG�FXUUHQW�ODZ�SURKLELWLQJ�2EDPD�
from transferring Guantanamo inmates to the 
8QLWHG�6WDWHV�RU�EXLOGLQJ�D�SULVRQ�IRU�WKHP�LQ�
this country.

5) Require public disclosure — not just 
FODVVL¿HG�QRWL¿FDWLRQ�RI�D�IHZ�PHPEHUV�RI�
Congress — of information about detainees, 
LQFOXGLQJ�ZKHWKHU�WKH\�UHSUHVHQW�D�ULVN�

7KH�5HSXEOLFDQ�ODZPDNHUV�IHHO�WKDW�FXUUHQW�
events — not just the terrorist attacks in 
)UDQFH�EXW�DOVR�WKH�ULVH�RI�WKH�,VODPLF�6WDWH�
RI�,UDT�DQG�6\ULD�²�KDYH�PDGH�LW�H[WUHPHO\�
LPSRUWDQW�WR�VORZ�GRZQ��QRW�VSHHG�XS��

releases from Guantanamo. “This is 
all happening in the context of a very 
GDQJHURXV�ZRUOG�´�$\RWWH�WROG�PH�LQ�DQ
LQWHUYLHZ��

)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�¿YH�LQPDWHV�
released recently are all suspected 
DO�4DLGD��DOO�FDSWXUHG�¿JKWLQJ�LQ�
Pakistan, and all from Yemen. Four 
ZHUH�UHOHDVHG�WR�2PDQ��ZKLFK�MXVW�
KDSSHQV�WR�VKDUH�D�ERUGHU�ZLWK�<HPHQ�

Of course, Yemen has been in 
WKH�QHZV�WKLV�ZHHN�EHFDXVH�WKH�
DO�4DLGD�EUDQFK�LQ�<HPHQ�FODLPHG�

responsibility for the Charlie Hebdo attack in 
France, and there are reports that one of the 
attackers received training in Yemen.

6R�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�SROLF\�LV�WR�UHWXUQ�DO�
4DLGD�OLQNHG�WHUURULVWV�WR�D�
country next door to their 
terror-ridden homeland at a 
WLPH�ZKHQ�WHUURU�DWWDFNV�DUH�
on the rise. The president 
has even lifted a ban on 
returning inmates directly to 
Yemen.

7KH�ODZ�DOUHDG\�UHTXLUHV�
Obama to give Congress 
30 days notice before 
releasing Guantanamo 
inmates. Other than the 
%HUJGDKO�FDVH��ODZPDNHUV�
say the White House has 
IXO¿OOHG�WKDW�UHTXLUHPHQW��
But the problem is, such 
QRWL¿FDWLRQV�DUH�VHFUHW�DQG�
JLYHQ�RQO\�WR�D�IHZ�VHOHFWHG�

committee chairs on Capitol Hill. The result 
is that there is no public discussion of the 
ZLVGRP�RI�D�SDUWLFXODU�GHFLVLRQ�EHIRUH�LW�WDNHV�
place.

“They are hiding behind the cloak of 
FODVVL¿FDWLRQ�´�VDLG�$\RWWH��³7KH�SUHVLGHQW�
should give an accounting to the American 
SHRSOH�RI�ZKDW�WKH�SHRSOH�KH�LV�WUDQVIHUULQJ�
RXW�RI�*XDQWDQDPR�GLG�²�ZK\��LI�WKH\�ZHUH�
previously designated high risk, are they not a 
ULVN�DQ\�PRUH"´

There are 122 inmates left in Guantanamo. 
7KHUH�LV�VRPH�GLVSXWH�DERXW�KRZ�PDQ\�DUH�
KDUGFRUH�WHUURULVWV�ZKR�ZRXOG�XQGRXEWHGO\�
UHWXUQ�WR�WKH�EDWWOH¿HOG��6RPH�VD\�WKH�QXPEHU�
is around 50; Ayotte believes it is higher. 
7KHUH¶V�DOVR�D�GLVSXWH�DERXW�KRZ�PDQ\�RI�
WKRVH�UHOHDVHG�DOUHDG\�KDYH�UHVXPHG�WKH�¿JKW��
EXW�WKHUH¶V�OLWWOH�GRXEW�D�WURXEOLQJ�QXPEHU�
have.

,Q�DQ\�HYHQW��&RQJUHVV�ZLOO�QHHG�WR�DFW�IDVW��
Obama is determined to move quickly, even 
DV�WHUURULVP�SUROLIHUDWHV�LQ�WKH�DUHDV�WR�ZKLFK�
KH�ZLOO�UHOHDVH�PRUH�LQPDWHV�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��,W¶V�
DOUHDG\�KDSSHQHG�WKLV�ZHHN��DQG�HDFK�GD\�
FRXOG�EULQJ�QHZV�RI�PRUH�UHOHDVHV�

“We just introduced this legislation the 
RWKHU�GD\�´�$\RWWH�VDLG��³,�JR�WR�EHG��DQG�
WKH\¶YH�UHOHDVHG�¿YH�PRUH�´

Ŷ
Byron York is chief political correspondent 

for The Washington Examiner.

Obama rush to close 
*XDQWDQDPR�DODUPV�ODZPDNHUV

Byron 
York

Comment

There are 122 
inmates left in 
Guantanamo. 
There is some 
dispute about 
how many are 
terrorists who 

would return to 
the battlefield.


