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CRC Baskethall

League strong beneath Bulldog shadow

Buckaroos, Eagles
also among state’s
Top 10 teams

By ERIK SKOPIL
East Oregonian

Only The Dalles have downed
Hermiston in four seasons of Colum-
bia River Conference action.

That triumph came by way of a
49-38 Riverhawk victory in the 2013
CRC opener. Since then the Bulldogs
have rattled off 17 consecutive league
victories. Only five of those wins have
come by margins of 10 points or less.

While the Bulldogs (12-3) have el-
evated their game this season — lead-
ing to Class 5A’s top ranking — the re-
mainder of the league appears to have
followed suit.

Entering tonight’s slate of league
openers, northeastern Oregon’s pre-
mier basketball league lays claim to
three of the state’s top nine OSAA
Class 5A girls basketball teams.

The seventh-ranked Buckaroos (10-
5) matched Hermiston point-for-point
in 15 non-league games, equaling the
Bulldogs 52.3 point per game average.
The scoring output has each school
fourth in state in scoring.

Unlike the Bulldogs, whose offense
is highly concentrated between guards
Jansen Edmiston and Sara Ramirez,
Pendleton is a points by committee
operation. Five different players have
led the team in scoring in games this
year and no player averages more than
6-foot-2 center Kristin Williams’ 10.2
points per game. Marlene Bodmer is
the only other Buck in double-figures
with 10.1, and four other players aver-
age more than four points per contest.

The main distinguishing factor be-
tween Hermiston and Pendleton has
been on the other end of the floor.
Pendleton allows an average of six
points more per game — the worst
number in the league. They’ve been
blitzed for 52 points or more in each of
their five losses this season.

Senior point guard Darian Lind-
say has reassummed her role as the
league’s top distributor and also its
biggest pest. Lindsay averages 3.9 as-
sists per game, but her 3.9 steals are
just as integral to the Buckaroos suc-
cess.
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Oswego. Pendleton has leapt to a No.

behind at ninth in Class 5A.

2013-14 GRG Final Standings

Hermiston 9-0

The Dalles 54

Pendleton 4-5

Hood River 09

2014-15 Record PF PA
Hermiston 12-3 52.3 41.7
Pendleton 10-5 52.3 47.9
The Dalles 8-6 41.8 42.5
Hood River 5-10 37.5 44.7

Williams has carried over her vol-
leyball season prowess with strong run
on the hardcourt. Williams averages
3.1 blocks per game.

Kiana Sperl averages just 5.4 points
per contest, but snags 9.8 rebounds an
outing.

Bodmer and Lindsay make up two
of four All-CRC returners.

The Buckaroos top win to date
came over No.6 Springfield on the
Miller’s home court earlier this month.

Senior center Olivia Starks is the
remaining member of The Dalles (8-6)
1-2 punch from last year’s state tour-
nament participant. Last year’s CRC
Player of the Year Emily Bailey grad-
uated, but Starks and the ninth-ranked
Eagles have managed to remain among
the state’s top teams due to their de-
fense.

The 6-foot-2 Starks anchors the
paint for a team that has allowed just

Photo by Mike Weber for the East Oregonian
The Pendleton girls basketball team poses with its plaque for placing
eighth at the Nike Interstate Shootout, a four-day tournament held in Lake

7 state ranking.The Dalles aren’t far

50 points in a contest three times this
season. Sophomore guard Iliana Tell-
es has emerged in her second year of
varsity. Telles was a second-team All-
League selection a year ago.

The Eagles held Sandy’s third-
ranked scoring offense 10 points be-
low their average in a win earlier in
December. They also handed eighth-
ranked Summit its third loss of the
season.

Hood River Valley (5-10) is im-
proved from a season ago and appear
capable of snagging a league win for
the first time since 2012.

Senior guard Kelsey Wells averag-
es a team-best 10.8 points per game.
Jetsena Mattson was an All-CRC sec-
ond team selection last season for the
Riverhawks.

The Riverhawks have beaten three
Class 6A teams this season. However,
the clubs own a combined 10-33 re-
cord.

Tonight’s CRC-opening action
begins with Hermiston hosting The
Dalles and Hood River Valley hosting
Pendleton. Both games are set for 7
p.m. starts.

Only one team will earn and auto-
matic state playoff bid from the CRC
this season, but the No. 2 and 3 finish-
ers will still get the chance to make the
final 16-team bracket via the play-in

round.

BULLDOGS: Support
web replaces individual
leadership for Bulldogs

Continued from 1B

again,” her backcourt-mate
Sara Ramirez added.

Three days following the
loss, the Dawgs skirted that
emotion, defeating OSAA
Class 5A top-ranked La
Salle Prep 61-57 in over-
time. The win might’ve
cemented that the Bulldogs
won’t taste defeat again this
regular season.

Now the state’s top dog
themselves, the Bulldogs
enters Columbia River
Conference play tonight at
home against The Dalles.
Since the league’s forma-
tion in 2010, the conference
has belonged to Hermiston.
They’ve pieced together
three perfect seasons in four
tries and have won 41 of 42
games against conference
foes.

There’s no  question
where the target lies in
the CRC, Hoffert said, it’s
squarely on Hermiston’s
back. Add in the state’s
top-billing, and the rivalries
become even more conten-
tious.

“There probably is more
fuel for (opponents) be-
cause we are No. 1 (in state)
and they’re tired of losing.
‘Now they’re No. | and
we hate them even more’,”
Hoffert said.

Ramirez doesn’t believe
that is a bad thing.

“I mean we’re proud,
but we shouldn’t feel any
pressure,” she said of the
No. I ranking.

That confidence hear-
kens back to the Sunnyside
loss, Hoffert said. During a
timeout after they’d squan-
dered their lead, he saw
something uncharacteristic.

“I was pulling girls into
the huddle Tuesday night,”
he said. “I’ve never had to
do that, where you have
a couple of girls walking
around not listening and
you have to pull them in.
That wasn’t the case on Fri-
day (versus La Salle Prep).

“There was a lot of

support. It probably made
a huge difference in the
outcome, just because you
could tell they felt like they
were supported by each
other if something wasn’t
going well.”

Things didn’t go well.
Behind late game hero-
ics by La Salle Prep’s Tori
Goodman, the Falcons
forced overtime. Instead of
faltering against an unbeat-
en for the second time in the
week, the Bulldogs buckled
down and made key stops
to earn the marquee victory.

The support web is nec-
essary, Hoffert said, espe-
cially since the quad lacks
an individual, vocal lead-
ership.

“We know how to get
on each other so we don’t
get mad,” Edmiston said.
“We’re really supportive
of each other and we know
when we do things bad, so
we don’t have to gripe at
each other.”

That leadership mostly
manifests itself on the court.
Hoffert sees Ramirez’ hus-
tle and grinding style as the
central cog. Edmiston and
fellow starters Kynzee Pa-
dilla, Abi Drotzmann and
Maddy Juul feed off her
energy.

“It’s kind of follow by
example,” Hoffert said.
“The contagiousness is be-
cause of the way you play.
Girls get excited and work
hard and then all of a sud-
den they make a great play
and now they’re cheering.”

If they follow their lead-
er’s words, little doubt is
left on what the Bulldogs
expect to accomplish in
CRC play.

“I just want to beat these
teams by a lot,” Ramirez
said.

Hermiston hosts the Riv-
erhawks at 7 p.m. tonight.

Contact Erik Skopil at
eskopil@eastoregonian.
com or (541) 966-0839.
Follow him on Twitter @
Erik_Skopil.
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Lost & Found 5 Special Notices 10

FOUND FEMALE PLEASE CHECK
shih tzu, no collar, YOUR AD ON THE
tan colored, picked FIRST DAY OF
up at Walmart PUBLICATION.
parking lot, While we are happy to
Hermiston first week make any necessary
of January. correction, we cannot
Call to identify be responsible for er-
_ N rors appearing for
541-571-4031 multiple days. Thank
LOST KEYS you!
Pendleton Safeway .
116/15 View all

state wide legal

notices online at
www.public

noticeads.com/

Honda key on small
purple lanyard
541-377-1369

Special Notices 10

Travel 12
CLASSIFIED LINE] TURN HERE for
AD DEADLINES great itineraries to
. the destination of
Edition: your choice--Call 541
o
. th
East Oregonian Cc?u?t flgre I;irochures ,
Tuesday ideas and the travels
30m Mond on _ your bucket
pm Vonaay list-Turn Here Travel
TURN HERE
Wednesday REALTY & TRAVEL
3pm Tuesday 541 377 6855
Thursday Personals 20
3pm Wednesday
Friday Email or Call
3pm Thursday Paula @
Saturday classifieds@
3pm Friday eastoregonian,
com
Hermiston Herald 541-278-2678
Wednesday to place your
3pm Monday classified ad!!
Saturday
3pm Thursday Turn those
Call Paula  unwanted
items around
541-278-2678 the house into
classifieds@ CASH with a
eastoregonian.com| | Classified Ad!

Homes for Sale,

Homes for Sale,

Homes for Sale,

Homes for Sale,

Homes for Sale,

Homes for Sale,

Homes for Sale,

Pendleton 100 Pendleton 100 Pendleton 100 Pendleton 100 Pendleton 100 Pendleton 100 Pendleton 100
AAA SERVICE, Free #14173071-SPA- Pendleton Pendleton FIND THE HOME on COUNTRY HOME, Pendleton
Buyer or Seller Con- CIOUS 3 bed/2bath $109,500 $149,900, Bargain,  Your Wishlist....Turn 19AC 4BR, 1BA, $159,900 - 3 B/R 2

sultation, No Money
Down Programs,
Seller Market Analy-
sis, Call Matt Vogler,
“The Weekend & Af-
ter Hours Realtor,”
Available on Short
Notice,
541.377.9470
John J. Howard &
Associates
541-377-9470

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
All real estate adver-
tising in this newspa-
per is subject to the
Fair  Housing  Act
which makes it illegal
to advertise any pref-
erence, limitation, or
discrimination based
on race, color, relig-
ion, sex, handicap, fa-
milial status, or na-
tional origin, or an in-
tention to make any
such preference, limi-
tation, or discrimina-
tion." Familial status
includes children un-
der the age of 18 liv-
ing with parents or le-
gal custodians, preg-
nant women, and peo-
ple securing custody
of children under 18.
This newspaper will
not knowingly accept
any advertising for
real estate which is in
violation of the law.
Our readers are
hereby informed that
all dwellings adver-
tised in this newspa-
per are available on
an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of
discrimination, call
HUD toll-free at
1-800-669-9777. The
toll-free telephone
number for the hear-
ing impaired is
1-800-927-9275.

VIEW home, bonus
family room, double
garage, fenced yard .
Turn  Here Realty
541 377 6855

TURN HERE
REALTY & TRAVEL

541 377 6855

ACCESS TO all list-
ings with the agent of
your CHOICE. Get
all the Professional
Guidance and
Knowledge in buying
your new home with-
out the hassle. Call
Kerry 541377 6855
for Courteous, Hon-
est Real Estate Serv-
ice Turn Here Realty
TURN HERE
REALTY & TRAVEL
541 377 6855

EASTERN OREGON

REAL ESTATE

Over 1200

Homes for Sale
www.east
oregonreal
estate.com

Pendleton
$10,000 PRICE Re-
duction, Now
159,900, Popular
McKay Neighbor-
hood, one level, 3
bedroom 2 bath,
Family Room, Ga-
rage/Shop, ? acre
lot, Hardwood, RV
Parking, Home War-
ranty, Matt Vogler,
541.377.9470,
MLS:14310704
John J. Howard &
Associates
541-377-9470

CONVENIENT LO-
CATION. Charming
home w/high ceil-
ings, living room fire-
place &formal dining.
2bedrooms, 1bath on
main w/full basement
for 3rdbedroom, bo-
nus room options.
Vick
541-969-9441cell.
#14688027

Coldwell Banker

Whitney
(541) 276-0021

Pendleton
$139,900 — 3 Bed-
room 1.5 Bath
1400+ sq ft. plus full
basement. Very nice
condition throughout.
Extra dwelling could
be dual living or
rental. Large lot.
MLS# 14049686
Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
(541-379-8690)

CLASSIFIEDS HAVE IT!
SOLUITION

Priced, Historic Dis-
trict 4 bedroom 2
bath, close to River-
Walk, Maple floors,
Craftsman Boxed
Ceiling, Downstairs
Family Room, low
maintenance yard,
Matt Vogler,
541.377.9470
MLS:14297120
John J. Howard &
Associates
541-377-9470

Pendleton

$153,750

6BED, 2BATH
SHERWOOD
HOME. 2050
sq.ft.(m/l), new roof,
new HVAC, new

deck, new paint, re-
modeled basement
within last 5 vyears.
Fenced backyard.
Kevin 541-969-8243
#12606559.
Coldwell Banker
Whitney
(541) 276-0021
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to Kerry for Experi-
enced, helpful guid-
ance in the purchase
of your home. Ac-
cess to all homes for
your comparison and
satisfaction with pro-
fessional courteous
service. Turn Here
Realty

TURN HERE
REALTY & TRAVEL

541 377 6855

Pendleton
$154,000 - FED-
ERAL VETERANS
SPECIALS. Pride of
Ownership.  Duplex
at 361 & 363 and
second duplex for
$159,000 at 351 and
353 NE 37th Street
(Riverside area) Live
in one side and let
the tenant pay most
of your payment in
rent. Current rents
are $700 per side for
large 2 b/r units with
large fenced yard
and washer and
dryer hookups.
RMLS# 12472382
Garton &
Associates
(541) 276-0931

Pendleton
$159,900
RANCH
SHERWOOD
HOME. Natural light,
open floor plan,
vaulted ceilings in
mid-century style
home. Master suite,
family room. Large,
private backyard.
Jef
541-2760021/Dawn
541-310-9563cell.
#14427298
Coldwell Banker
Whitney
(541) 276-0021

STYLE

40x60 Shop, 35x25
Shop, Riding Arena.
$338,000
541-377-0273
Bank Approved

Pendleton
$164,900
OVERLOOKING
RICE PARK! Well
maintained 3 bed, 2
bath Rancher with
double garage. Up-
dated kitchen, siding,
windows, roof and
composite deck.
Glenn 541 276-0021.
#14096905
Coldwell Banker
Whitney
(541) 276-0021

Pendleton

$166,500

3BED, 2BATH
W/LOTS OF UP-
DATES! New inte-
rior paint & light fix-
tures. Fenced back-
yard w/garden area.
UGS, garage. Lo-
cated near 3 parks.
Cari

BATH HOME Nice
remodeled  kitchen
other upgrades.
Fenced  backyard.
Call Scott @
541-379-3283.
RMLS# 14548160
Garton &
Associates
(541) 276-0931

Pendleton
$169,000 — 4 Bed-
room 2 Bath on
North  Hill. Hard-
wood Floors. Cen-
tral Heat & Air
Large back deck.
Garage. 1924 Sq.
Ft. Nice inside and
out. MLS#
14211391

Rocky Mikesell
Blue Jeans Realty
(541-379-8690)

Pendleton
$184,900 - NEW
LISTING! 5 bed-

room, 1.5 bath home
with nearly 3000 sq.
ft. of living space.

541-377-5058cell. Detached  garage
#14135249 and storage
Coldwell Banker building. Call Shane
Whitney (541)379-7802.
(541) 276-0021 RMLS# 14259192
Garton &
CLASSIFIEDS GET Associates

results! (541) 276-0931

Athena-Weston
215

Athena-Weston
Rentals 215 Rentals

SUNSET HOUSING
BRAND NEW CONSTRUCTION
143 4th St. Athena
Independent 55+ Community
1 Bedroom 1 Bath $410
Convenient Location, W/D in unit
Water, Sewer & Garbage Paid
Call 541-566-2079
Income Limits Apply
www.Cascade-Management.com




