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Western Idaho man Killed in
Interstate 84 crashes

BOISE, Idaho (AP) — Authorities
have identified a western Idaho man as
the person who died following a series of
crashes involving at least six vehicles on
Interstate 84 near the Idaho-Oregon border.

Idaho State Police say 27-year-old Kyle
Pratt of New Plymouth was caught up in
the crashes in the foggy and icy conditions
on Monday at about 6:45 a.m.

Police say he got out of his vehicle to
help others, but that more crashes occurred
and Pratt was struck by several vehicles. He
died at the scene.

Police say at least one eastbound vehicle
ended up in the westbound lanes, causing
both eastbound and westbound lanes of the
highway to be closed.

Police reopened the highway about five
hours after the first collision.

DOL drops ‘hot goods’
charges against growers

The U.S. Department of Labor will
return money previously paid by Ore-
gon blueberry growers and drop lawsuits
accusing them of “hot goods” labor law
violations.

The agency will also pay an addition-
al $30,000 to each of the two farms —
Pan-American Berry Growers and B&G
Ditchen — as part of a recent legal settle-
ment.

The farms have agreed to withdraw their
counterclaims against DOL and neither
party is admitting to any liability under the
deal.

Tim Bernasek, attorney for the growers,
said his clients are relieved the dispute
has finally ended and are satisfied with the
settlement terms.

“They are very appreciative of the sup-
port the industry has given them,” Bernasek
said.

Capital Press was unable to reach DOL
for comment.

The Oregon Farm Bureau hopes the con-
troversy will discourage the agency from
using similar strong-arm tactics against
other farmers in the future.

“This is a demonstration there are checks
and balances,” said Dave Dillon, OFB’s
executive vice president. “If the department
overreaches, there is recourse.”

Trial begins for man accused
of killing Seattle officer

SEATTLE (AP) — A prosecutor told
jurors a man accused of killing a Seattle
police officer in an ambush on Halloween
in 2009 was angry about what he saw as an
increasing number of police-brutality cases.

Opening statements began Tuesday

in the trial Christopher Monfort, who
authorities say was conducting a one-man
war on police.

He’s charged with aggravated murder
and attempted murder in the shooting and
also arson for a fire that damaged police
vehicles at a city maintenance yard.

Monfort has pleaded not guilty by reason
of insanity. Prosecutors are seeking the
death penalty if he’s convicted, even though
Washington Gov. Jay Inslee has ordered a
moratorium on executions as long as he is
governor.

Monfort is accused of shooting Officer
Tim Brenton and Officer Britt Sweeney as
they sat in a patrol car. Sweeney survived.

Deputy Kkills escaped bull that
charged man at Cornelius

PORTLAND (AP) — A Washington
County sheriff’s deputy shot and killed an
800-pound bull that had escaped a fenced
pasture and knocked down a man Monday
in Cornelius, about 25 miles west Portland.

The sheriff’s office says it was one of
seven bulls that escaped Sunday from a
nearby farm. The other six returned on their
own.

Deputies were trying to guide the last
bull back as it crashed through several
yards. But it charged a 23-year-old man
outside his home and knocked him down.
He was treated for abrasions and bruised
ribs.

The sheriff’s office says the bull’s owner
called a local butcher company to dispatch
the bull. But, after three attempts failed,

a deputy killed the bull with his rifle to
prevent any further danger to the public.

House considers outlawing
undercover farm videos

OLYMPIA, Wash. (AP) — A bill by
a farmer-legislator that would make it
a criminal act to make audio or video
recordings of a farm’s practices without
the landowner’s written consent is being
considered by the state House.

The House Public Safety Committee
on Tuesday morning heard from the bill’s
author, Rep. Joe Schmick, R-Colfax, and
a series of opponents from groups from
animal-rights organizations to labor unions.
The opponents said the bill would stifle
free speech and the ability to investigate
farming practices.

The measure has three Republicans and
one Democrat as co-sponsors. Schmick said
it extends privacy protections to farmers
similar to those that homeowners already
enjoy.

Laws similar to the proposal, called
“ag-gag” by their opponents, have passed in
several states and are the subject of pending
lawsuits in Utah and Idaho.
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Oregon pot producers ramping up production

PORTLAND (AP) —
The number of large-scale
marijuana farms in Oregon
is up sharply, and the larg-
est doesn’t even serve Ore-
gonians.

The site is in southern
Oregon, at the Josephine
County community Sel-
ma. It produces medical
marijuana for 104 Oregon
medical marijuana patients.
All live in California, and
all but two live in Orange
County, southeast of Los
Angeles.

Oregon law allows out
of state residents to get state
medical marijuana cards.

The law also allows pa-
tients to designate someone
to grow marijuana for them
if they don’t want to grow it
themselves.

The most recent data
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more.

Join us as we host a lecture series
to increase safety awareness on fall
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shows there are now 283
grow sites serving 11 or
more patients, the Orego-
nian reports, drawing on its
analysis of state data.

In the past two years,
the number of large-scale
grow sites has more than
doubled.

The 283 sites serving 11
or more patients is a 130
percent increase.

The number of sites
serving 20 or more is up
156 percent, to 23.

The Oregon Health Au-
thority keeps the grow site
data

It includes ZIP codes for
every site producing for 11
or more patients and ZIP
codes for the patients. Pa-
tient identities and grow
site information is confi-
dential under the law and
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was stripped from the data
before the state released it.

Portland has the largest
number of grow sites serv-
ing 11 or more patients.
Among them is the state’s
second-largest site.

The impending legaliza-
tion of recreational mari-
juana has touched off a rush
for warehouse and retail
space in Portland as new
producers enter the market
and current ones expand.

Oregon has approved
medical marijuana dispen-
saries, and now there are
213 retail outlets where
cardholders can purchase
medical cannabis.

Retail sales of recre-
ational pot are expected to
begin early next year, once
state regulators write the
rules.
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